
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 29 March, 2022 

At Byrness Village Hall

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), P. Scott, M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, N. Hall & M. Chilvers 
(Clerk). Joan Oliver
2 Apologies: There were no apologies
3 Declaration of Interest:  None were declared.
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting on 25 January, 2022 – Were agreed as a true 
record. 
5 Guest speaker – not applicable
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair provided details from the Steering Group 
meeting on 16 March. She advised that both Katie Bridger and Christine Venus would be leaving the 
project team shortly however Lydia Speakman had returned and would be working on Revitalising 
Redesdale to the end of the project. The Chair advised that the date for the June Steering Group 
meeting had not as yet been set.
b) Road signs at Carter Bar – The Chair provided an update on this project. It was hoped that 
Revitalising Redesdale may be able to meet the funding shortfall if permission was received from HLF.
c) Northern Powergrid substation in Byrness – It was reported that work would begin on 11 April and it 
was likely that it would take approximately six months to complete.
d) Gritter garage – Cllr Scott advised that the garage had been demolished. The good timber had been 
stored away and would be used for future repairs on the 18 rented garages. It was agreed residents of 
Rochester and Byrness could take away any of the remaining wood they wished to on a ‘first come, first
served’ basis.
e) Repair to damaged village green, South Greens, Byrness by vehicles – There was agreement that 
Robert Charlton had made a good job of the verge repair and strengthening. Thanks were expressed to
Northumbria Water Ltd would funded the work.
f) Northumbria Water treatment works legacy for Byrness – The Clerk shared the details he had 
received from  Proludic given the criteria of the targeted age group and budget constraints. Following 
discussion there was agreement to consult with local parents for their opinions. It was agreed the Chair
would provide a flyer and Cllrs Softley and Scott would meet residents in the village hall to discuss 
options and receive feedback before a decision was made.
g) Maintenance work on trees near 31 and 32 South greens and survey of trees with Byrness Parish 
Council land The Clerk reported that he had spoken to Frank Charlton who has pencilled in 11 April for 
the work but would need to confirm details with the resident first. 
h) Maintenance work on the pathway from Byrness to St Francis church – There was discussion 
following a small number of residents in Byrness commenting on the condition of the ‘Ride’ pathway. 
Whilst it was acknowledged the pathway did look somewhat ‘stark’ following the widening and clearing 
of overgrown plants it is believed  that it is now much easier to access. It was agreed that as the track 
was the responsibility of Forestry England it should be them who should determine whether additional 
work was required on the path.
i) Skips in Byrness and future policy for requests on Parish Council land – The Chair reported on her 
investigations about skip hire and permissions required to leave on private property. It was agreed that 
in future any skip hire by residents in Rochester or Byrness that required it to be left on Parish Council 
land would require authority given by the Parish Council. The official request would need to come from 
the skip hire company and would be provided for a maximum 30 days where agreed. A penalty of 
£60.00 would be imposed beyond that period if an extension had not been agreed.
j) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – The Chair advised she had heard nothing back from the 
company who should be doing the final work in the village. It was suggested to approach NCC to 
ascertain if they could undertake the work where subsidence along the main road caused flooding in 
heavy rain.
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k) Rochester traffic calming and speed indicator cameras – The Clerk provided a summary of the data 
captured to date from the two speed indicator devices in Rochester. 
l) Rochester Roundhouse including internal flooring, Woodland Trust hedging, metal gate & Star cairn –
The Chair advised that the new flooring had been completed and looked good. The saplings from 
Woodland Trust had arrived and volunteers were being sought to help plant the hedging along the 
boundary of the Roundhouse. The Chair provided the options presented by NNPA who were willing to 
fund a new wood gate. It was believed the access would be too narrow for vehicles if a central post had
to be included and as such agreed that a special handle would be the best solution for the existing 
gate. It was also suggested a willow panel would enhance the look of the gate. Cllr Kelly highlighted 
that the path to the Roundhouse had been damaged in heavy rains and it was agreed to ask Andrew 
Dodd to have a look to see what could be done to repair it. The Chair advised that it was believed the 
star cairn would need to go through a planning application and the plan was for it to be installed by 
autumn 2022.
m) Damage to village green, Bremenium Way – The Chair reported that Northumbria Water Ltd has 
confirmed that it will make good the damage caused by their tankers turning in the small area. The 
repairs will be undertaken after the work has been completed when the tankers no longer need to travel
up Bremenium Way.
n) Grass cutting costs in 2022 – The Clerk advised that Chris Mowatt would need to increase the cut of 
the grass in both Byrness and Rochester by £4.00 a cut recognising the increase in fuel costs. This was
agreed by all. Cllr Hall kindly offered to strim around the Roundhouse as well as the war memorial. The 
areas to be cut were confirmed and agreed by all as well as confirmation that Byrness would be cut 10 
times and Rochester 3 times in 2022 to keep within the set budget.
o) Weeds in the roadside gullies – There was a report about the action taken by NCC and the areas 
that still required some attention.
p) Litter bins at Carter Bar – The Clerk advised that despite chasing on numerous occasion he had still 
not received a response from Borders Council. It was agreed to not continue the matter.
q) Storm Arwen learnings – Reference was made to the recent BT announcement of its suspension of 
the digitalisation of landlines until a back-up service could be provided during power outages. The Chair
advised that Rochester Village Hall were considering focusing funds on making the building more 
resilient by possibly purchasing a LPG generator.
r) Parish Council insurance changes for events – The Clerk highlighted an email that had been shared 
with the Councillors received from the Parish Council insurers. Any events held on Parish Council land 
should be organised by the Parish Council.
s) Parish Council vacancy – The Clerk reported there had been one application for a vacancy in the 
Byrness ward.
8 Planning
a) Interpretation panel by Revitalising Redesdale at Horsley church   – The Clerk reported that the 

matter had been raised at the recent Steering Group meeting of a potential panel being installed at 
the church. However, the Clerk advised that no further details had as yet been received and 
certainly no planning application to review.

9 Finance/accounts for payment
a) Parish finance update   – The Clerk advised the current bank balance was £23,783.52 and 

provided a forecast of the budget for 2022/23. It was agreed that savings would need to be made
as recent years highlighted spend was outstripping the present level of the precept, although at 
the present time there was still sufficient reserve. There was discussion regarding the garage 
rental income and additionally it was agreed to discuss at the May meeting the potential 
treatment of the external walls of the garages.

b) Following receipt of the NALC recommendations and agreement by all Councillors the Clerk’s 
salary was increased to £152.41 a month. The NALC recommendation of backdated pay 
increase to April 2021 was also agreed.

c) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for February and March 2022 of £304.82 and backdated pay of £33.10 was 

agreed.
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 Payment of invoice for £93.98 to Turtle Engineering for two defibrillator pads for Byrness was 
agreed.

 Payment of an invoice for £2,376.00 to Charlton Drainage for the repair of the rut in South 
Greens was agreed. This payment was met by Northumbria Water Ltd following the water supply
problems in 2021.

 Payment of an invoice for £266.00 to A. Scott for mole catching in Byrness was agreed.
 Payment of invoice for £14.00 for room hire at Byrness Village Hall was agreed.

10 Any Other Business: 
     a) Cllr Softley reported that a resident had approached him about a few matters. Firstly, pot holes in 
the roads around Byrness. He advised these had been reported on the NCC website. Secondly that 
street lighting was not good in some areas of the village and that entering the village from the A68 was 
not safe due to the speed of some oncoming vehicles, especially those overtaking at that section of the 
road. It was agreed that NCC were unlikely to do anything in the short term however the Clerk would 
make contact to highlight the matters. There was agreement that the situation would be reviewed when 
the Parish Council submitted the Local Transport Programme requests later this year.
     b) Cllr Scott highlighted that some of the road signs about the village required attention as were 
rusty and unlikely to last much longer.
     c) The Clerk advised that he had been approached by a Byrness resident for the last remaining 
allotment plot which had to date been turned down by those currently on the waiting list.
Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday 31 May, 2022 at Rochester Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.  This will 
begin with the Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Ordinary Meeting.
Meeting closed 9.10pm
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