
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 31 May, 2022 

At Rochester Village Hall

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly (until 8.25), D. Weston, P. Softley, N. Hall & M. Chilvers 
(Clerk). Cllr J. Riddle (7.50 – 8.20)
2 Apologies: There were apologies from P. Scott
3 Declaration of Interest:  S. Chapman & P. Softley both items 7g and 9f.
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting on 29 March, 2022 – Were agreed as a true record. 
5 Guest speaker – not applicable
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair advised that the next Steering Group 
meeting was scheduled for the 15 June and that it would include a walk of the 3 Kings. The agenda is 
due to include updates on projects. The Chair advised she believed the interpretation panels were due 
to be in place by August 2022. The Chair also referred to a recent site meeting she had attended at 
both sites about the star cairn logistics and locations prior to the planning applications being submitted.
b) Road signs at Carter Bar – The Chair reported that progress was being made on this project. Cllr 
Riddle has committed £2,500 towards the project and together with the other partners it is hoped the 
required budget will be met to allow the project to commence and be completed before the end of the 
Revitalising Redesdale project at the end of the 2022.
c) Northern Powergrid substation in Byrness – The email from Chris Mitchell of Northern Powergrid was
shared with the Councillors highlighting progress with the substation. He advised work was about two 
weeks behind schedule due to poor weather slowing the laying of waterproof membrane. He advised 
that the access road has been laid and they are currently pouring the foundation slab which should be 
completed by 31 May. He advised he would highlight if any temporary access restrictions would need 
to be put in place and give as much notice as possible.
d) Northern Water treatment works legacy for Byrness (play area & benches) – It was reported that 
there had been a delay in consulting with residents and as such it was agreed to postpone the 
scheduled meeting with the Proludic agent to decide on the appropriate new play area equipment. In 
the meantime there was agreement to purchase one picnic bench made of recycled plastic.
e) Maintenance work on trees near 31 and 32 South Greens and survey of trees within Byrness Parish 
Council land – The Clerk provided an update on actions taken. Cllr Softley agreed to speak to the 
resident at 31 South Greens to assist with arranging a date for the required work.
f) NCC / Forestry Commission tree planting     – The Chair reported that Forest England were happy to 
offer the old picnic site near Byrness as a suitable location for trees to be planted as part of the Great 
Northumberland Forest and an application had been submitted to NCC. It is anticipated that 
approximately 40 trees will be planted if the application is successful. These would be the types of 
trees that would not assist in the growth in numbers of grey squirrels and would also include trees that 
benefit the native bee. An update will be provided when it is known if the application has been 
successful and dates for delivery.
g) Request from Byrness Village Hall for use of Parish Council land on 3 June – Cllr Softley provided 
details of the planned event and activities to take place on the land. All Councillors (apart from the 
Chair and Cllr Softley who took no part in the decision) agreed to the request.
h) Rochester Roundhouse including Woodland Trust hedging, metal gate & star cairn – It was agreed 
the saplings would be planted in the autumn. The Clerk was asked to contact Sue Manson regarding 
the possibility of volunteers to help with planting. The Clerk advised that Alan Graham had ordered the 
parts for the metal gate and hoped to undertake the work in the next couple of weeks. The Chair 
advised that assuming the star cairn received planning permission it was planned to be built in the 
autumn.
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i) Weeds in the roadside gullies – It was reported that the drains had been cleared in Byrness however 
there was a large number of weeds in the gullies that required attention. It was reported that in 
Rochester there were weeds growing through the pavement but much of the pavement required 
resurfacing.
j) Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations in Redesdale – The Chair provided details of the events taking
place of the Bank Holiday weekend including the planned lighting of the beacon at Carter Bar.

The Chair welcomed Cllr Riddle and thanked him for providing the grant of £2,500 towards the 
Revitalising Redesdale project to renew the signage at Carter Bar. 
Cllr Riddle provided an update on a number of topics including the NCC commitment to an extensive 
programme of road improvements that is resulting in a large number of short-term diversions. A £23m 
budget has been set for the work however material cost increases are impacting the work. He advised 
that substantial budget had been put aside for repair work following storm Arwen which is still ongoing. 
Cllr Riddle advised the report on the local authorities responses in the wake of storm Arwen by Cllr Jeff 
Reid was due to be published shortly. £2.25m has been signed-off for rural (U & C) roads. The Chair 
asked about required work on Bremenium Way. Flooding on the A68 at Ramshope Farm was also 
highlighted as a safety concern. Cllr Riddle suggested inviting Andy Olive (NCC) to assess the 
requirements and priority of this work and any other locations in the Parish.
Cllr Riddle left the meeting at 8.20 pm.
Item 9 – Donation request from Byrness Village Hall. Cllrs Kelly, Hall and Weston agreed to make a 
donation of £500.00. The Chair and Cllr Softley took no part in the discussion or decision.
Cllr Kelly left the meeting at 8.25 pm.
k) Adapt bus service to Morpeth – The Clerk advised that a grant had been agreed by Ray Windfunds 
for the service to run for a further 12 months from July. 
l) Parish Council vacancy – The poster and criteria for attracting new Parish Councillors was shared 
and discussed. It was agreed to add to the Byrness noticeboard. 
8 Planning
a) 22NP0043: Installation of drystone cairn structure (internally mortared) with zinc coated steel top   

with constellation art work: The Roundhouse, Rochester, NE191RH – There was agreement from all
Councillors to support the application although it was noted the Parish Council was responsible for 
the land the star cairn was due to be installed on.

b) 22/01336/FUL: Ground Floor extension to the rear with flat roof forming a 1  st   floor terrace accessed   
by a new 1  st   floor doorway: Reservoir House, Catcleugh, NE191TX   – There was discussion on the 
proposed plans. It was noted that there appeared to be no reason to object to the application 
however there was agreement among the Councillors that the proposed work did not seem to be in 
keeping with the rest of the building.

The Clerk highlighted the following two applications which were received and shared with the 
Councillors after the finalisation of the agenda

c) 22/01834/FUL: Installation of drystone cairn structure with zinc coated steel top with constellation   
art work as part of series of dark sky installation cairns: Land south of St Francis, Byrness – This 
was supported by all however Cllr Softley highlighted that motorised equipment would be able to 
access the location for installation.

d) 22/01459/FUL: Retrospective – construction of a barbecue hut and planting of 250 tree & 200   
metres of hedgerows: Elishaw Farm, Elishaw Moor, Otterburn, NE191JH – Following discussion the 
concern over the safety aspects the barbecue hut presents at what is locally known to be a 
dangerous junction there was agreement to object to the application.

Rochester/Byrness202205



9 Finance/accounts for payment
a) Parish finance update   – The Clerk advised the current bank balance was £27,132 and provided 

a summary of a possible budget forecast. There was discussion on options available. It was 
agreed to discuss the possibility of cutting the rough area in Byrness at the September meeting. 

b) Approve the Annual Governance Statement 2021-22 was approved by all.
c) Approve the draft Annual Accounts for 2021-22 was approved by all.
d) Approve the Accounting Statement & Explanation of variances for 2021-22 was approved by all.
e) Confirm and approve the Certificate of Exemption of variances for 2021-22 was approved by all.
f) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for April and May 2022 of £304.82 was agreed.
 Reimbursement to the Clerk of £133.90 for printer cartridges was agreed.
 Payment of invoice annual website subscription to Spanglefish for £24.95 was agreed.  
 Payments to Chris Mowatt Landscaping Ltd for grass cutting for £208.80 x3 and £184.80 were 

agreed. 
 Payment of room hire at Rochester Village Hall on 31 May, 2022 of £12.00 was agreed.
 Payment of NALC annual subscription for £85.78 was agreed.

10 Any Other Business: 
     a) Cllr Weston reported that he had been advised that the bottle bank in Byrness had not been 
emptied as there had been a vehicle parked in the way.
     b) The Clerk advised that the Local Transport Programme priorities for 2023/24 required to be 
considered. He provided the comments received on the previous year’s submission. It was agreed to 
discuss and decide at the next meeting. Cllr Softley suggested that the safety of the junction into 
Byrness from A68 should be included in the three priorities. 
     c) Cllr Hall highlighted that people had been witnessed using the car park in Rochester as a toilet. 
There was agreement that whoever had witnessed the incident should report to Police and provide, if 
possible, a registration number of the vehicle they arrived in as well as the date the and time of the 
incident.
Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday 26 July, 2022 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.  
The Chair thanked Cllr Weston who advised that it is likely he may have moved from the parish by the 
time of the next meeting. He was thanked for his time and contribution over the years he has been a 
Councillor.
Meeting closed 9.10pm

Rochester/Byrness202205


