
Rochester with Byrness Parish Council
http://www.parish-council.com/rochesterwithbyrness   

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Friday 12 May, 2017 
in Rochester Village Hall at 7.30pm.

1. Attendance – Mrs S Chapman, Mrs E Kellie, Mr P Scott, Mr D Weston, Mr M. Kelly, Mr M. Bell, Mr P. 
Softley, Mrs B. Macneil, Mr M. Chilvers (Parish Clerk) and 4 members of the public.

2. Apologies: There were no apologies.

3 Declaration of Interest: M. Bell declared interest in item 9.

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Annual General Meeting held 24 May, 2016: Were signed as a correct 
record by S. Chapman

5. Election of 
 Election of Chair – S. Chapman was proposed by E. Kellie and seconded by M. Kelly
 Vice Chairman – P. Scott was proposed by S. Chapman and seconded by B. Macneil
Parish Council Representatives
 Byrness Village Hall – P Scott
 Rochester Village Hall – M Kelly
 Play park – M. Bell
 Northumberland National Park – no specific councillor appointed , anyone who is available to attend
 Kielder Partnership/Water Forest Park Trust – P. Softley
 Natural England HLF Bid – E. Kellie

 
6. Review and agree Standing Orders and Code of Conduct.
There were no amendments to the Standing Orders for the Parish Council and the current orders were re-adopted 
and signed by Mrs S Chapman. The Clerk advised he would make these available on the Parish Council website. 
The Chair advised she would provide a copy of the latest Good Councillors Guide.

7. Chair’s Report -
During the last year Richard Massey resigned from the Parish Council and more recently Kate Thompson decided
that due to other commitments she would not be standing for a new term.   Thanks to both Kate and Richard for 
their work on the Parish Council.
 Following the election on May 4th we welcome Beatrice, Peter and Mike to the Parish Council in the Byrness 
ward. With a full complement of Councillors in both wards we look forward to representing the Parish and 
making continued improvements for the residents.
Additionally we thank Kate Dickinson for her work as Clerk over the last two and a half years. Due to work 
pressures she had to step aside and we welcomed Martin Chilvers at the beginning of 2017 as her replacement.
The Parish Council are working closely with Lydia Speakman and the rest of the project team on the HLF 
Revitalising Redesdale project.  Emma Kellie has been representing the Parish at the regular meetings and I 
would like to personally thank her for her time to ensure that Rochester and Byrness are strongly represented 
across the projects that are due to be presented to HLF.
Essential repair work was undertaken on the garages in Byrness and the Parish Council also arranged for repairs 
to the bus shelter in Rochester these repairs are still to commence.
The Parish Council received thanks from Mrs Scott for the commemorative plaque in memory of Ian who served 
the Parish Council and wider community for many years and will be sadly missed.
Paul Scott and colleagues have been busy preparing additional allotment plots. This work has been frustratingly 
slow as the area has been so wet but the new plots are very soon to be allocated to those on the waiting list.  
Thank you for your work on this Paul.
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Two dog poo bins will soon be installed in Byrness with the hope that this will remove the problems of dog waste 
being left by owners.
Unfortunately applications for grant funding for the Play Park have all been unsuccessful.
The Parish Council sold the old tractor and grass cutter which had been used for many years in Byrness by the 
Greens Committee and BVRA to maintain the amenity areas.
Donations were made during the year to a number of local causes including the Holy Trinity Church, Horsley and 
St Francis Church, Byrness for graveyard upkeep. Donations were also made to Rochester and Byrness village 
halls, Redefast, Rochester Rascals, Community Action Northumberland and the Valley Redes Newsletter.
Finally my thanks go to all our Councillors for their continued support to the Parish and the time they give freely 
and I look forward to working with them in the forthcoming year.

8. Finance Report
The Clerk advised that the balance at the beginning of financial year was £6,818.62 and at 31 March, 2017 it was 
£11,877.30. Income included precept £6,500, Garage rental of £2,440 that included some prepayment for 2017-18
financial year, £44 from allotment rent. Additionally there were one-off incomes from the sale of the tractor, 
£1,400 and cutters and ride on mower, £224.80. 
This was offset by expenditure totalling £5,551.27 that included Salary for retired Clerk and new Clerk totalling 
£1,295.40, donations of £1,000, grass cutting of £1,400 plus VAT (Byrness) and £500 (Rochester).
The Clerk confirmed that there was £2,996 reserve for the Garages, £1,177.41 for the Play Area and £200 for the 
Allotment

9. Planning application: 17/01294/OUT: Outline application for construction of rural workers dwelling: 
Border Forest Caravan Par, Cottonshopeburn, Rochester, NE191TF: As comments needed to be submitted 
before the next Ordinary meeting it was agreed to discuss this matter. It was highlighted that a previous 
application for workers dwelling had been agreed a few years ago but nothing had been developed. It was 
questioned how water and sewage supply would be connected to the proposed site.

10. Matters for consideration
a) It was highlighted that following grass cutting in Byrness that day a car had been reported damaged. The Clerk 
was asked to investigate the matter and determine the insurance cover the service provider has.
b) M. Bell highlighted that Kielder Water provides free parking for Rochester and Byrness residents
c) It was highlighted that V. Murray had moved away from Byrness and no longer needed the garage she rented. 
There was discussion regarding the waiting list and it was agreed to investigate the position before taking any 
action.
d) E. Kellie reported the latest from the Revitalising Redsdale project and possible fund raising that may be 
available.
e) P. Softley asked if the Parish Council could communicate a clear process with timelines for submitting matters 
and subsequent decision making by the Council for the community. It was agreed to work on this communication 
and the Clerk would initially investigate what is guidance is available.
f) It was reported that the household rubbish had been left in bags with bottles at the bottle bank. It was suggested 
that a notice needed to be placed at the site highlighting that only bottles must be deposited and put in the bottle 
bank. It was suggested that a litter picking event might be organised locally.
g) D. Weston asked when would Rochester get traffic calming following the completion of traffic calming in 
Otterburn 

The meeting was closed at 8.40pm.


