
Rochester with Byrness Parish Council
http://www.parish-council.com/rochesterwithbyrness   

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 29 May, 2018
in Rochester Village Hall at 7.30pm.

1. Attendance – Mrs S Chapman, Mr P Scott, Mr D Weston, Mr M. Kelly, Mr M. Bell, Mr P. Softley, Mrs B. 
Macneil, Mr M. Chilvers (Parish Clerk), Jennifer Care (Revitalising Redsdale), Tony Bainbridge & Gary 
O’Brien (both Northumbrian Water).

2. Apologies: There were no apologies.

3 Declaration of Interest: None were declared.

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Annual General Meeting held 12 May, 2017: Were signed as a correct 
record by S. Chapman

5. Election of 
 Election of Chair – S. Chapman was proposed by M. Bell and seconded by M. Kelly
 Vice Chairman – P. Scott was proposed by P. Softley and seconded by M. Bell
Parish Council Representatives
 Byrness Village Hall – P Softley & M. Bell
 Rochester Village Hall – D. Weston
 Play park – M. Bell
 Rede, Tyne & Coquet Sports Centre – no specific councillor appointed
 Kielder Partnership/Water Forest Park Trust – P. Softley
 Natural England HLF Bid – M. Bell (steering meetings), Community Heritage Fund – S. Chapman (or M.

Bell if necessary)
 
6. Review and agree Standing Orders and Code of Conduct.
There were no amendments to the Standing Orders for the Parish Council and the current orders were re-adopted 
and signed by Mrs S Chapman. The Clerk advised he would make these available on the Parish Council website. 

7. Chair’s Report -
During the last year Emma (Red) Kellie resigned from the Parish Council as she and her family moved (it is 
hoped for only a short time) out of Redesdale. I am most appreciative for all the hard work she did for the Parish 
Council and wish her well especially with the new micro-brewery business based in Elsdon. 

Thanks go to Paul Scott for organising the drainage works at the Byrness allotments and subsequent additional 
five plots created. More recently hedging has been planted around the area to further improve the site.

The thorny subject of dog mess in Byrness has been significantly eliminated over the past 12 months following 
installation of two dog poo bins in strategic locations.

The Parish Council has been successful in getting a further grit bin installed in Byrness.

The Parish Council liased with the Forestry Commission the urgent repairs carried out to the footbridge on the 
Pennine Way and the subsequent repairs look very good.

Communications continue with a local resident regarding the possible lease of the old gritter garage in Byrness. 
This potentially will lead to the demolishing of the existing structure and replacing it with a purpose build garage 
and storage building.
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The Councillors thank those volunteers that turned out with gloves and litter-pickers to tidy-up around Byrness. 
24 bags of rubbish were collected as well as other large items of rubbish that has helped to make the village look 
that much tidier.  Thanks go to Peter Softley for taking receipt of the NCC kit, organising the day, helping the 
council staff to load the collection vehicle and establishing new contacts.

The long awaited repairs to the Rochester bus shelter have been made and all agree local joiner, Alan Graham has 
done a great job.

The Parish Council are in continued contact with the County Council over the urgent need for traffic calming 
through Rochester. There is a promise of a survey to be undertaken very soon and it s hoped that tangible work 
will happen to reduce the speed of drivers coming through the village and make the area safer for residents and 
visitors. 

The Parish Council is in continued contact with John Cooper of iNorthumberland in an effort to increase the 
ability for residents in both Rochester and Byrness to have super-fast broadband and it is hoped progress will be 
seen in the near future.

Working with NCC the Parish Council continue to highlight the need for road improvements to be made not only 
in the Parish but beyond on the key roads that residents use. Dropped kerbs have been installed in Byrness but 
there are many potholes requiring attention. Additionally the Parish Council are seeking the installation of a crash 
barrier at the corner near Horsley Church and remarking of road surface warnings that have faded over time.
The Parish Council is working with Northumbrian Water as they begin work this summer on the replacement of 
the water treatment works in both Rochester and Byrness

Thanks go to Mike Bell for his work on the asset register of the Parish Council.

There was excellent news back in November when HLF gave the agreement to support the Revitalising Redesdale
funding application. There will be a number of projects launched across Redesdale and already many have 
enjoyed the activities including the dawn chorus on a wet Sunday morning. The Battle of Otterburn project will 
soon be launched and closer to home the Parish Council is working with Jennifer Care to establish wild-flower 
grassland areas in the Parish. Both Peter Softley and Mike Bell are representing the Parish on the Revitalising 
Redesdale board.

We have had a number of guests speak at the Parish Council meetings over the last 12 months. There was a 
constructive discussion with Clive Coyne regarding the National Park review of the local plan. At the January 
2018 meeting Peter Sharpe and Alex MacLennan attended to speak about the HLF funded project at 
Blakehopeburn Nick and general Forestry Commission matters.

More recently Tony Gates (Chief Executive) and Glen Sanderson (Chair) from Northumberland National Park 
attended a meeting. It was excellent chance to cover number of matters requiring attention and both have 
promised to act on behalf of the Parish Council when meeting with Otterburn Camp and Forestry Commission.

Over the concern that the vital early morning bus service from the Rede valley to Newcastle may be lost the 
Parish Council held a ‘special’ meeting and worked closely with NCC to resolve matters. It is excellent news that 
a replacement operator has been appointed and feedback has been very positive. However work continues to 
eventually have the service extended to include Rochester and Byrness.

Donations were made during the year to a number of local causes including the Holy Trinity Church, Horsley and 
St Francis Church, Byrness for graveyard upkeep. Donations were also made to Rochester and Byrness village 
halls, Community Action Northumberland and the Great North Air Ambulance.

Finally my thanks go to all our Councillors for their continued support to the Parish and the time they give freely. 
It is felt that significant progress has been made over the past 12 months on several matters.  However we all 



recognise there are still many areas that require attention to improve the quality of life in this beautiful rural area 
of Northumberland and I look forward in working with them in the forthcoming year.

8. Finance Report
The Clerk advised that the balance at the beginning of financial year was £11, 877 and at 31 March, 2017 it was 
£13,127. Income included precept £6,500, Garage rental of £2,210, Allotment rental £78 and Way-leave of £1.15.
This was offset by expenditure totalling £6,271 that included Salary for the Clerk of £1,499, donations of £2,300, 
grass cutting of £1,760 (£1,260 Byrness and £500 Rochester), £586 (including VAT) for drainage work at the 
allotments, £250 for repairs on the garages in Byrness and £351 for the Parish Insurance.
The Clerk confirmed that there was £4,956 reserve for the Garages, £1,177.41 for the Play Area and £78 for the 
Allotment that leaves £6,916 as at 31 March, 2018 for general business matters.

10. Matters for consideration
None were raised.

The meeting was closed at 7.50pm.


