
Rochester with Byrness Parish Council
http://www.parish-council.com/rochesterwithbyrness     

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 28 May, 2019
in Byrness Village Hall at 7.00pm.

1. Attendance – Mrs S Chapman, Mr P Scott, Mr D Weston, Mr M. Kelly, Mr P. Softley, Mrs B. Macneil, Mr M.
Chilvers (Parish Clerk).

2. Apologies: There were no apologies.

3 Declaration of Interest: None were declared.

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Annual General Meeting held 29 May, 2018: Were signed as a correct 
record by S. Chapman

5. Election of 
 Election of Chair – S. Chapman was proposed by P. Softley and seconded by P. Scott
 Vice Chairman – P. Scott was proposed by B. Macneil and seconded by P. Softley
Parish Council Representatives
 Byrness Village Hall – P Softley & S. Chapman
 Rochester Village Hall – D. Weston
 Play park – P. Scott
 Kielder Partnership/Water Forest Park Trust – It was agreed to leave position open and whoever was 

available to attend
 Natural England HLF Bid – S. Chapman

 
6. Review and agree Standing Orders and Risk Register.
There were no amendments to the Standing Orders for the Parish Council and the current orders were re-adopted 
and signed by Mrs S Chapman. The Risk register was reviewed and agreed to be appropriate for requirements. 

7. Chair’s Report -
During last year Mike Bell resigned from the Parish Council. I am most appreciative for all the hard work he did 
for the Parish Council during his time as a councillor and wish him well for the future.   This does mean that there
is now a vacancy in both wards of the Parish Council and whilst the Councillors are now able to co-opt someone 
into the roles we would welcome contact from anyone with a few hours to spare each month and who is interested
in helping us make a positive contribution to the local community.

After many years of fund raising there was good news for the Byrness Play Area when two new sets of swings 
were installed in April. Thanks go to Cllr John Riddle, the ‘Jollybods’ team and Mr & Mrs Taylor for their 
contributions in making this happen.  It would appear from the usage in the weeks since these were installed that 
they are very popular with the children of the village.

Equally significant and what seems almost as long a wait at last Rochester has its own bottle bank which arrived 
on site in October. Cllr Damien Weston kindly agreed to it being located in the Camien Cafe car park.  Our thanks
also to Adam Keen, Recycling Officer, NCC for his help in making this happen.

 Also during 2018 the bus shelter in Rochester had a significant ‘face-lift’ with renovation work to repair the 
damage of time.
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The Parish Council is still working on methods to improve the dog mess problems in both Rochester and Byrness.
While it is felt there has been an improvement over the last year this is a topic the Councillors will continue to 
work on in an effort to try and eliminate the problem completely.

The Parish Council have been in regular contact with NCC in respect of street lighting in both Rochester and 
Byrness. In Rochester the Councillors have been successful in getting NCC to agree to install an additional street 
light along the main road where it is particularly dark at night.  In Byrness the situation has been more 
complicated with the matter of house mounted lights due to the switch to the ‘dark-sky’ friendly LED lamps. The 
Parish Council is still working with NCC to ensure this does not adversely affect residents on whose houses these 
are fitted whilst still ensuring the streets are sufficiently lit so people can safely move about the village at night. In
Byrness there will also be two additional light columns installed on the roadside at locations identified as being 
very dark at night.

The Parish Council has negotiated a new two year contract with Chris Mowatt Landscaping Ltd in Otterburn for 
the grass cutting in both Byrness and Rochester.  

 Whilst progress has been painfully slow the Parish Council continues to work with NCC to ensure appropriate 
traffic speed monitoring is installed at Rochester. Speeding drivers through the village continues to be a problem, 
this is acknowledged by both NCC and the Police, and both bodies promise to have mechanisms in place shortly 
to tackle the problem. 

The Parish Council also agreed to have recorded on the Local Transport Programme for 2019-20 that further 
safety measures be put in place on the A68 from Rochester to the Redesdale Arms as well as drop kerbs at key 
locations in Byrness.

Two flower boxes at the 30mph signs on the north side of Rochester are due to be fitted in the near future after 
preparations have been completed for the traffic speed controls in the village.

Northumbrian Water is due to begin the work to replace water treatment works in both Rochester and Byrness. It 
is understood planning applications for both have now been agreed. Northern Powergrid has undertaken work to 
connect the power-lines required and at the same time has provided the Parish Council with a £250.00 way-leave 
payment.  A verbal agreement has been made by Northumbrian Water to provide both villages with a legacy fund 
for a local project when the work has been completed.
 
NCC kindly repaired the damaged verge in South Greens where deep ruts had been made during the bad weather 
early in 2018.

 Over the past twelve months the Parish Councillors have considered 14 planning applications. 

The Councillors agreed donations to Horsley and Byrness churches for maintenance of the churchyards. 
Donations were also made to the Village Halls as well as the Great North Air Ambulance, Community Action 
Northumberland and Tynedale Hospice at Home.

The Parish Council has worked closely with the Revitalising Redesdale Steering Group as projects and activities 
have happened during the year. Both Rochester and Byrness have hosted a number of events and we are 
continuing to work with the Project team including identifying potential wild-flower meadows and verges within 
the parish. For these projects to be successful they must be led by the community and we would ask that anyone 
interested in becoming involved please contact the Revitalising Redesdale Team.

Very recently a number of the Councillors met with representatives of Northern Powergrid in Byrness to discuss 
an exciting new project. Northern Powergrid has chosen the village to pilot a new initiative that will provide a 
back-up electric supply to residents when main power goes down. This will allow ‘normal’ service to continue 
during the period of time it takes engineers to travel to Byrness and fix the problem and thus, hopefully, reduce 
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(or even eliminate) the occasions when residents experience a power-cut. Further details on the project will follow
in due course.

After careful consideration the Councillors agreed to maintain the Parish precept at the figure of £6,500.

Finally, my thanks go to all our Councillors for their continued support to the Parish and the time they give freely.
I would also like to thank Martin for his efficient handling of Parish Council business. I believe that significant 
progress has been made in many different areas during the last year.  There are still many issues that require the 
Parish Council’s attention to improve the quality of life in this beautiful rural area of Northumberland and I look 
forward to working with my fellow Councillors in the forthcoming year. 

8. Finance Report
The Clerk advised that the balance at the beginning of financial year was £13,126.55 and at 31 March, 2019 it was
£19,837.22. 

Income included precept £6,500, Garage rental of £2,250, Allotment rental £76.50, Way-leaves of £251.15 as 
well as £4,000 from Cllr Riddle for Play Area equipment, £262.05 donated from Jollybods also for Play Area 
equipment and a VAT re-claim credit of £764.85. 

This was offset by expenditure totalling £7,39385 that included Salary for the Clerk of £1,285, donations of 
£1,700, grass cutting of £1,920 (£1,440 Byrness and £480 Rochester), £899 for Rochester bus shelter repairs, and 
£423 for costs relating to the 2017 Councillor election in Byrness Ward. 

The Clerk confirmed that there was £6,999 reserve for the Garages, £5,426.86 for the Play Area and £154.50 for 
the Allotment that leaves £7,256. as at 31 March, 2019 for general business matters.

The Clerk also advised that the figures, including those in reserve were before the purchase of the new play area 
equipment in Byrness.

9. Usage of land adjoining the Byrness Village Hall
The Councillors agreed the land could be used for appropriate activities connected to the Village Hall providing 
all appropriate paperwork and insurance was provided by the hirer

10. Matters for consideration
None were raised.

The meeting was closed at 7.20pm.
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