
Rochester with Byrness Parish Council
http://www.parish-council.com/rochesterwithbyrness     

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 26 May, 2020
at 7.00pm. The meeting was held via video link due to the Coronavirus crises and government social distancing 
guidelines.

1. Attendance – Mrs S Chapman, Mr P Scott, Mr D Weston, Mr M. Kelly, Mr P. Softley, Mrs B. MacNeil, Mr 
M. Chilvers (Parish Clerk).

2. Apologies: There were no apologies.

3 Declaration of Interest: None were declared.

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Annual General Meeting held 28 May, 2019: Were signed as a correct 
record by S. Chapman

5. Election of 
 Election of Chair – S. Chapman was proposed by B. MacNeil and seconded by P. Softley
 Vice Chairman – P. Scott was proposed by S. Chapman and seconded by B. MacNeil
Parish Council Representatives
 Byrness Village Hall – P Softley & S. Chapman
 Rochester Village Hall – D. Weston
 Play park – P. Scott
 Kielder Partnership/Water Forest Park Trust – It was agreed to leave position open and whoever was 

available to attend
 Natural England HLF Bid – S. Chapman and P. Softley

 
6. Review and agree Standing Orders and Risk Register.
There were no amendments to the Standing Orders for the Parish Council and the current orders were re-adopted 
and signed by Mrs S Chapman. The Risk register was reviewed and agreed to be appropriate for requirements. 

7. Chair’s Report -
The past 12 months has seen excellent progress on a number of topics but continued frustration in a number of 
others. However since the beginning of the Covid19 crisis life has changed globally and this has had its own 
impact in Redesdale that will continue for a very long time. This has put into perspective some of the Parish 
Council activities and meant reviewing the limited resources that the Parish Council has at its disposal.

This time last year the new equipment was just being installed at the Byrness Play Area. This has been well 
received by the youngsters in Byrness and proved a popular addition to the area although following County 
Council guidance it has sadly had to close during this spring but hopefully may be open again soon.

Work continues on the Northern Powergrid substation in Byrness that will help to ensure less disruption to power 
for residents. The project was submitted to the planning department at the County Council (NCC) before lock-
down but it is hoped will be completed during the next 12 months.

The Parish Council managed to get NCC to undertake work on drop kerbs in Byrness and whilst there are a few 
aspects of the project to be completed there is agreement this has helped a number of residents to move more 
freely around the village. 

Much needed treatment on the external walls of the garages at Byrness has been done. Not only has this improved
the appearance of the garages but helped to protect them against the weather for a few more years.
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The Parish Council has taken on the ownership and responsibility of the Roundhouse in Rochester.  Consideration
is being given to how to make it more accessible to the public whilst not undermining the activities at the village 
hall. Funding is being sought for a pathway to the building.

The Parish Council are working closely with Northumbrian Water who are in the process of building new water 
treatment works alongside the existing buildings in Rochester & Byrness. Northumbrian Water will keep the 
Parish Council up-to-date on progress and will be providing a legacy fund for both Rochester and Byrness when 
the work has been completed.

Whilst NCC through Galiford Try has completed the replacement of most of the street lights in Byrness there are 
still a few locations requiring attention. Unfortunately NCC has been slow in following up on their commitments 
and whilst the Parish Council regularly pursue NCC this matter has been very frustrating. 

However, our thanks go to Galiford Try for installing a street light near the entrance to Rochester Village Hall this
has helped make the area safer at night.

There was general agreement that the grass cutting in Byrness as well as the verges in Rochester has left the areas 
looking good and thanks go to Chris Mowatt for his work. Additionally the ‘rough area’ in Byrness has recently 
been cut and is looking much improved.   

Whilst progress has been painfully slow the Parish Council continue to work with NCC to ensure appropriate 
traffic speed monitoring is installed at Rochester. Speeding drivers through the village continues to be a problem 
but it is both acknowledged by NCC and the Police and both bodies promise to have mechanisms in place shortly 
to tackle the problem. 

Whilst there was considerable disruption for several months the underground cabling in Rochester is now close to 
completion. There are some aspects that still require attention but early feedback has been positive that the 
removal of the cabling has enhanced the landscape locally.

The Parish Council has been working with NCC in an effort to improve the bus service from both Rochester and 
Byrness following a series of problems. This matter is still ongoing and hopefully there will be some positive 
news in the near future. 

Meantime it is proposed that there will be a ‘dial-a-ride’ service starting from Byrness to Morpeth once a week. 
This will be on an initial 12 month trial basis run by Adapt and funded by Ray Windfunds. Due to the coronavirus
crisis the start of this has been delayed but further details will be shared later in the year.

The Parish Council are working with NCC to have a litter bin installed at Belshiel lay-by and it is hoped this will 
be in place sometime this summer.

Our thanks go to Craig MacNeil for his work on the three overhanging trees in Byrness which were being hit by 
larger vehicles.

The Councillors agreed to submit three matters for the Local Transport Plan for 2020-21. These are for 1) warning
signage on the A68 south of Carter Bar for icy roads, 2) 40mph speed restriction on either side of the 30mph 
speed limit in Rochester 3) chevrons to be added to the road service in advance of the sharp corners on the A68 in 
the Parish.

NCC has undertaken some road service work with a number of pot holes being filled and drainage improved in 
certain locations. There is a promise that the pavements in Byrness will be repaired during the 2020-21 financial 
year but as yet no timescale has been given.
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The Parish Council met with Inspector Pam Bridges and the Police & Crime Commissioner in February and 
where encouraged about the work undertaken to ensure a greater police presence and response in Redesdale. It 
was agreed this would be the beginning of a more regular sharing of communications to help improve matters in 
the rural areas.

Work continues with Revitalising Redesdale with a number of activities and projects taking place and run within 
the Parish. Whilst all activities are on hold during the lock-down it is hoped the Parish Council will be able to 
play a significant part in the ongoing work with Revitalising Redesdale again very soon.

During the last year the Parish Councillors considered 6 planning applications. 

The Councillors agreed donations to Horsley and Byrness churches for maintenance of the churchyards. 
Donations were also made to the Village Halls as well as the Great North Air Ambulance, Community Action 
Northumberland and Tynedale Hospice at Home.

After careful consideration the Councillors agreed to maintain the Parish precept at the figure of £6,500.

Finally my thanks go to all our Councillors for their continued support to the Parish and the time they give freely. 
I believe that significant progress has been made in many different areas during the last year.  There are still many
topics that require Parish Council attention to improve the quality of life in this beautiful rural area of 
Northumberland and I look forward to working with my fellow Councillors in the forthcoming year.

8. Finance Report
The Clerk advised that the balance at the beginning of financial year was £19,837.22 and at 31 March, 2020 it was
£14,317.34. 

Income included precept £6,500, Garage rental of £2,290, Allotment rental £114.00 and Way-leaves of £124.93. 
The Clerk advised that a VAT reclaim had not yet been submitted but this should provide approximately £1,197 
additional funds to the balance. 

This was offset by expenditure totalling £14,548.81 that included Salary for the Clerk of £1,742, donations of 
£1,700, grass cutting of £2,430 (£1,980 Byrness and £450 Rochester), £6,695 for the new play equipment in 
Byrness, £435 Parish Council insurance premium, £301 repairs to the Byrness defibrillator and £740 costs in 
respect of the Byrness garages (£240 of this was refunded annual rent paid by mistake). 

The Clerk confirmed that there was £8,398.63 reserve for the Garages, The Play Area reserve was £1,115.90 in 
deficit but would be balanced out when the VAT reclaim was made and there was a reserve of £162.35 for the 
Byrness Allotments. It was agreed that a reserve would be set up for defibrillator costs. As at 31 March, 2020 
reserved funds totalled £7,445.08 that meant a balance of £6,872.26 for general business matters.

Following discussion it was agreed to monitor ongoing costs as the unrestricted balance had dropped over the past
few years

9. Usage of land adjoining the Byrness Village Hall
The Councillors agreed the land could be used for appropriate activities connected to the Village Hall providing 
all appropriate paperwork and insurance was provided by the hirer

10. Matters for consideration
None were raised.

The meeting was closed at 7.25pm.
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