
Rochester with Byrness Parish Council
http://www.parish-council.com/rochesterwithbyrness     

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Monday 17 May, 2021
at 7.00pm. The meeting was held at Rochester Village Hall.

1. Attendance – Mrs S Chapman, Mr P Scott, Mr D Weston, Mr M. Kelly, Mr P. Softley, Mr M. Chilvers (Parish
Clerk).

2. Apologies: There were apologies from Mr S. Shaw

3 Declaration of Interest: None were declared.

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Annual General Meeting held 28 May, 2019: Were signed as a correct 
record by S. Chapman

5. Election of 
 Election of Chair – S. Chapman was proposed by P. Softley and seconded by P. Scott
 Vice Chairman – P. Scott was proposed by S. Chapman and seconded by P. Softley
Parish Council Representatives
 Byrness Village Hall – P Softley & S. Chapman
 Rochester Village Hall – D. Weston
 Play park – P. Scott
 Kielder Partnership/Water Forest Park Trust – It was agreed to leave position open and whoever was 

available to attend
 Natural England HLF Bid – S. Chapman and P. Softley

 
6. Review and agree Standing Orders, Risk Register and latest version of the Code of Conduct.
There were no amendments to the Standing Orders for the Parish Council and the current orders were re-adopted 
and signed by Mrs S Chapman. The Risk register was reviewed and agreed to be appropriate for requirements. 
The Code of Conduct was reviewed and it was agreed by all to adopt the document.

7. Chair’s Report -
The past 12 months have been challenging to say the least as globally we tackle the Covid19 pandemic. This has 
had an impact on everyone including our Parish here in rural Northumberland. On the positive side it was good to 
see how the community comes together in times of crisis and neighbour helps neighbour. It makes me proud to be
part of this community.

The Parish Councillors were still able to make progress on various projects during the year and this report covers 
many of these.

Byrness
A survey on the condition of key trees in the village, including the shelter belt, was carried out in September. As a
result of this work, action has been taken and will be undertaken over a period of time dependant on the 
prioritisation to remove, reduce or make safe a number of trees. 

Northern Powergrid (NPg) replaced the leaning pole in the village that was in danger of collapsing. This did mean
that the village experienced loss of power for a day in December however the company provided good customer 
service and ensured everyone was OK during the outage.

The Parish Council are continuing to work with NPg in respect of the new sub-station to be built in Byrness 
which will assist in providing a more reliable power supply. The pandemic has delayed progress however the 
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project has now received planning approval and the Parish Council are currently agreeing the terms of the lease 
before work begins in the forthcoming months.

Northumbria Water liaised with the Parish Council in respect of the water supply to the village. From late January
the water supply has been provided by tankers located in the car park. This work took longer than expected but 
has recently been completed. Northumbria Water will be repairing the damage to the verges and surface around 
the car park.  Additionally it is hoped Northumbria Water will provide assistance to repair and strengthen the edge
of South Greens where it has been damaged by vehicles driving over it. 

Northumberland County Council (NCC) resurfaced the pavements in the village during summer of 2020. 
Additionally NCC has provided details of the final elements of work required to make the street lighting Dark Sky
compliant, this work has taken several years, it is hoped this will be completed very soon.

Cllr Softley has committed many hours of work on funding applications for Byrness Village Hall. This has been 
very challenging due to the additional work required in respect of the ownership and lease of the building.  He has
been extremely successful and I thank him for his efforts in securing much needed funds for the building’s 
ongoing development.

Forestry England has cleared the ‘Ride’ from the village to St Francis church and has promised to return shortly to
repair the track as well as any additional work identified.

The Parish Council is working with Revitalising Redesdale and Forestry England for signage and way marking to 
be installed in the village for the Three Kings Walk.

Work has been undertaken on the garages to repair rotten boarding and the waste that was stored in the old gritter 
garage has been removed. The gritter garage is due to be demolished shortly and the wood that is in good 
condition stored for any future repairs to the garages. 

The grass cutting contract has again been won by CM Commercial NE Ltd for grass cutting in both Byrness and 
Rochester. The Parish Council is investigating how potentially it can purchase its own equipment for this work to 
be undertaken by volunteers from within the village. It is recognised this is a long term fundraising project and in 
the meantime the Parish Council will attempt to balance a small budget whilst having the grass cut as often as 
possible to keep it looking neat and tidy.

Mr A Scott was employed by the Parish Council to assist with removing the mole problem in the village that was 
impacting on the village greens and making grass cutting a challenge.

Rochester
The Parish Council was successful in applying for a £10,000 Covid grant from NCC for the Roundhouse in the 
village. Plans are still being discussed on how this will be invested but some of the grant will be used to have a 
wheelchair ramp installed.

The Parish Council was also successful in receiving a grant for two new gates to be installed at the Roundhouse 
these were paid for by Northumberland National Park Authority.  Thanks are also expressed to Northumbrian 
Water which funded the new path to the Roundhouse.

The Parish Council is continuing to work with both Northumbria Police and NCC to reduce the speed of some 
drivers when passing through the village. Northumbria Police has promised to visit more regularly with the speed 
camera van. The Parish Council will continue to apply pressure on both authorities to introduce more elements to 
improve road safety.

The Parish Council is in the early stages of replacing the current speed indicator signs with more modern versions 
that will not only indicate speed to the drivers with the request to ‘Slow Down’ but also capture data of speed, 
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date and time of those vehicles exceeding the speed limit. This information can then be passed to Northumbria 
Police and NCC.

Communications continue with NCC regarding the repair of drains and resurfacing of the road along Bremenium 
Way. A new salt bin has been installed at the junction of Bremenium Way and the A68.

Work on the underground cabling has been delayed due to the pandemic however the Parish Council has been 
advised that the Freedom Group are working with Northern Powergrid to finally complete this work this summer.

Chris Mowatt again cut the grass verges in the village and also made an additional cut around the Roundhouse 
late Autumn 2020. The Parish Council are coordinating work between him and Revitalising Redesdale for grass 
cutting in 2021 together with wild-flower maintenance.

Other matters
The Parish Council continues to work with Revitalising Redesdale and other parties to introduce new, improved 
and accurate signage at Carter Bar. Thanks go to Cllr Riddle for the commitment of £2,500 towards the project.

I am delighted to report that Steven Shaw was co-opted on to the Parish Council in 2020, representing the Byrness
Ward. 

Cllr Beatrice MacNeil decided not to stand again at the recent local elections so there is now a vacancy in both 
Wards. I speak for all Councillors as well as the residents she represented to thank her for her service to the Parish
Council over the years. 

Anyone wishing to become part of the Parish Council, where we endeavour to represent the views of all residents 
within the Parish, listen to and understand different views and the needs of different groups and help make the 
local community a better place to live, please contact me or the Parish Clerk so we may hopefully fill these 
vacancies soon.

With increased ongoing costs the Parish Councillors took the tough decision to increase the Parish precept by 
£500 to £7,000 for 2021-22.

During the last year the Parish Councillors considered four planning applications. 

The Councillors agreed donations to Horsley and Byrness churches for maintenance of the churchyards. 
Donations were also made to Byrness Village Hall as well as the Great North Air Ambulance, Community Action
Northumberland, Tynedale Hospice at Home and AGE UK Northumberland.

Finally my thanks go to all our Councillors for their continued support to the Parish and the time they give freely. 
This has been especially appreciated this last year against the backdrop of uncertainty the pandemic brought the 
community. Despite the challenges significant progress has been made in many different areas during the last 
year. 2021 will no doubt continue to present further challenges but I am confident that working with the 
Councillors and the parishioners we will do all we can to improve the quality of life in this beautiful area of 
Northumberland. 

8. Finance Report
The Clerk advised that the balance at the beginning of financial year was £14,317.34 and at 31 March, 2021 it was
£25,388.72. 

Income included precept £6,500, Garage rental of £1,500 (reduced due to the ‘holiday’ period during pandemic 
agreed by the Councillors), Allotment rental £114.00 and VAT refund of £807.  Additionally the Clerk advised 
that there had been a ‘special pandemic’ payment of £10,000 from Northumberland County Council for the 
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Roundhouse in Rochester and a grant payment from Northumbria Water Ltd for a new pathway to the 
Roundhouse. 

The expenditure during the financial year included grass cutting totalling £2,020 (£1,570 in Byrness and £450 in 
Rochester), donations totalled £1,250, maintenance on trees in Byrness £1,040 and Clerk’s salary £1,789. 

The Clerk confirmed that there was £9,418.68 reserve for the Garages, The Play Area reserve was now £nil whilst
the  reserve balance for the Byrness allotments was £204.72. As at 31 March, 2021reserved funds totalled 
£9,623.40 that meant a balance of £15,765.32 for general business matters which included £10,000 grant for the 
Roundhouse.

The Clerk highlighted that it had been agreed by the Councillors to increase the precept to £7,000 for 2021-22.

9. Matters for consideration
None were raised.

The meeting was closed at 7.30pm.
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