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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BRANDON AND BRETFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

Date: Monday 9th September 2019; 18:30hrs 

Venue: The Brandon Club 

Present: Cllr Andrew Kirby (AK) 

 Cllr Michael Rayns (MR) 

 Cllr Iain Rennie (IR) 

 Cllr Rob Lees (RL) 

 Cllr Peter Wilson (PW) 

 Cllr Heather Timms (HT) 

In Attendance: Jane Hancox – Clerk to Council 

Members of the Public: 0 

 

The meeting was quorate and began at 18:30hrs. 

 ACTION 

797.1 - Apologies 
There were no apologies received. 
 

 

797.2 - Declarations of Interest 
There were no new declarations of interest. 
 

 

797.3 - Questions from the Public 
There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 
 

 

797.4 Approve the minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the previous meeting held 8th July 2019 had been circulated to 
Councillors prior to the meeting and were agreed as a true record of the proceedings 
and business of the meeting.  The minutes were then approved and signed by the Chair. 
 

 

797.5 Actions from the last meeting 
AK confirmed that he had spoken to Astons Farm Manager who had been very helpful 
and that the maize has been removed from public footpath R143.  In addition, Jim 
Channing has allowed him access through the farm on a small tractor with a flail to clear 
the footpaths from Gossett Lane to the top of the hill in our Parish and back down 
towards Brandon. 
 
PW confirmed that there is £3320 in the 4 B’s bank account. 
 
HT confirmed there were no updates on the planning applications for the Oakdale 
Nursery and Coventry Speedway sites. The recent intrusion by travellers to the 
Speedway site has highlighted that the site is no longer structurally safe. 
 
Having visited Brandon Lane, Council agreed that the signage near to quarry entrance 
is adequate. 
 
HT has passed a map to AK outlining gardening and grass cutting responsibilities. 
 
The new dog waste bin has been installed on the chicane entrance to the field in 
Brandon. 
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RL now has access to WALC Online resources therefore allowing him to download 
information as required. 
 
Clerk’s WALC Training focussing on audit preparation has been booked for December 
2019. 
 
JH advised Council that there has been a delay to the Playground Inspection but that it 
should be completed by the end of this week.   
 
JH advised Council that having spoken with PKF Littlejohn at the conclusion of the audit 
it appears that the AGAR has not been correct since 2016 as the figures from the Joint 
Burial Committee have not been included.  
 
Online feedback questionnaire re:  Special Expenses Review (RBC) was completed and 
returned. 
 
Severn Trent works in Wolston commenced at the end of July, notices were placed on 
the Parish website, Facebook page and noticeboards. 
 
Work has been done on the phone box in Brandon and it will be repainted soon.  Some 
of the acrylic panels may need to be replaced. 
 
Cleaning of the War Memorial in Brandon has now been completed. 
 

797.6 Clerk and Councillors Update 
JH informed Council that the Grass Cutting Grant from RBC was available once again 
and an invoice for £3827 has been submitted. 
 
Dave Roper is planning to lay mole traps again in Brandon once the grass cutting is 
finished for the year.  
 
The trees lining the entrance to Brandon Hall need thinning and broken branches need 
removing as they could potentially be a safety issue.  It was noted that the fencing posts 
are also rotten and need replacing however the trees need cutting back first in order to 
access the fencing.  HT suggested that a Rural Development Grant from RBC may help 
with the cost and offered to arrange a site visit with Dave Gower to establish the extent 
of the work involved.  PW offered to obtain some quotes to replace the fencing posts. 
 
A Councillor reported cars turning the wrong way on the one-way system at speed and 
advised that this has been happening a lot since Brandon Hall removed the barrier from 
their entrance.  Council noted that no entry signs are in place and the white lines on 
the road have been repainted.  It was suggested that a build out on Beechers Keep 
corner may help and HT offered to ask the engineers to investigate this. 
 
A Councillor advised that volunteers are needed to help with the Speed Aware 
campaign and it was agreed that a notice asking for help should be included in the next 
newsletter. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HT/PW 
 
 
 
 
 

HT 
 
 
 

MR/HT 
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797.7 Correspondence 
Items of correspondence were forwarded to Councillors prior to the meeting.  There 
were no new items of interest to discuss. 
 

 

797.8 Finance 
Council agreed to approve the following payments: 
 

Payee Cheque 
No. 

Date Issued Detail Amount 

Jane Hancox 1517 02/07/2019 Clerks Wages (June) £97.70 

Eon Electricity 1518 02/07/2019 Maintenance £320.22 

WALC 1519 12/07/2019 Clerks Training £15.00 

Lakeside 1520 12/07/2019 Grass Cutting (June) £768.00 

Eon Electricity 1521 18/07/2019 Electricity £1338.92 

Jane Hancox 1522 01/08/2019 Clerks Wages (July) £195.40 

Rugby BC 1523 03/08/2019 50% Dog Waste Bin £271.80 

Lakeside 1524 03/08/2049 Grass Cutting (July) £768.00 

Stephen Hill 1525 08/08/2019 Memorial Cleaning £660.00 

Cheque 
Cancelled 

1526 N/A N/A N/A 

PKF Littlejohn 1527 30/08/2019 External Audit £240.00 

Jane Hancox 1528 01/09/2019 Clerks Wages 
(August) 

£195.40 

Lakeside 1529 03/09/2019 Grass Cutting 
(August) 

£1152.00 

Eon Electricity 1530 09/09/2019 Bretford Upgrades £6156.00 

 
JH advised that the precept was due to be paid into the account this week. 
 

 

797.9 Planning 
There were no planning applications to be discussed. 
 

 

797.10 Footpaths 
Council agreed to concentrate efforts on clearing the footpaths in our Parish in the first 
instance before expanding to Binley Woods and Brinklow.  AK reported that he and a 
colleague from the Friends of Brandon Wood have cleared the footpath between 
Gossett Lane and Speedway Lane and have replaced the waymark signs that had been 
removed.  It was agreed that the footpath located behind Bretford Village Hall should 
be addressed next.  AK will confirm a date with everyone for a working party.  It was 
agreed that funds from the 4 B’s could be used if additional equipment needs to be 
purchased. 
 
AK read out a letter he had received from Graham Wale acknowledging the thank you 
letter that was sent to him on behalf of the Parish Council following the last meeting.  
The letter also thanked the Parish Council for the work they have done on the footpaths 
thus far. 
 
Council inspected a map of Brandon showing the areas where Graham undertakes 
gardening/maintenance jobs.  These areas are generally visited once a year.  After 
discussion it was agreed to ask Graham to increase his visits to these areas to twice a 
year with the option of reviewing it again should the need arise.  It was also noted that 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AK 
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following the cleaning of the War Memorial the low-level hedges and borders 
surrounding it could do with some regular maintenance.  After further discussion 
Council agreed to ask Lakeside for a quote to maintain the hedging/borders on The 
Green on a monthly basis.  JH offered to contact Lakeside to obtain a quote. 
 

 
 
 

JH 
 

797.11 Bretford Village Hall Update 
IR reported that work to replace the guttering and fascias has now been completed and 
power has now been installed in the toilets for the heaters.  The Committee are due to 
meet on the 23rd September therefore a more comprehensive update will be given at 
the next meeting.  The £1000 contribution to the village lighting upgrade will also be 
discussed at the meeting on the 23rd. 
 
AK asked if the car park could be made available for the footpath working party. 
 

 
 
 

IR 
 
 
 

IR 

797.12 WCC Councillors Grant 
HT reminded Council that the WCC Councillors Grant is available and previous 
discussions have taken place about applying for disabled access to Brandon Club.  
Applications are to be made online. HT added it would be nice to have an application 
from Bretford to also consider. 
 

 
 
 

PW/RL 

797.13 Drainage Update 
No further updates have been received therefore HT offered to speak to Richard 
Haycock to establish the current position. 
 

 
 

HT 

797.14 Defibrillator 
JH circulated quotes from St John Ambulance and the British Heart Foundation, both of 
which included a training package.  After discussion Council agreed to purchase the 
device and lockable cabinet from the British Heart Foundation.  It was noted that the 
phone box in Bretford currently doesn’t have mains power therefore this will need to 
be connected before the device can be purchased and installed.  JH offered to contact 
BT to try and establish the exact point where the power was disconnected and then 
obtain quotes from local electricians for reconnecting it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JH 

797.15 Future Agenda Items 
HT asked Councillors for news items for the next newsletter.  It was agreed an appeal 
for volunteers to help run the Speed Aware campaign should be included in the Avon 
Grapevine. 
 

 
ALL 

 
MR 

797.16 Date of the next meeting 
Council confirmed the next meeting will take place on Monday 14th October 2019 at 
6.30pm in The Brandon Club. 
 

 

 

Having no further business to discuss, the meeting ended at 19:52hrs. 

 

 

Signed: …………………………………………………………………………… (Chair) Date:  ……………………………….. 
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ACTIONS FROM B&B PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 09/09/2019 

ACTION ACTION BY 

HT to arrange a site visit with Dave Gower re:  trees/fencing on entrance to Brandon 
Hall 

HT 

PW to obtain quotes for replacement fencing posts PW 

HT to ask the engineers to investigate a build out on the Beechers Keep corner HT 

Notice asking for volunteers for Speed Aware campaign to be included in the next 
newsletter 

MR/HT 

AK to confirm date for footpath working party to focus on clearing the footpath 
behind Bretford Village Hall 

AK 

Bretford Village Hall car park to be available for footpath working party IR 

AK to ask Graham Wale to increase his visits to twice a year AK 

JH to ask Lakeside for a quote to maintain the hedging and borders on The Green JH 

IR to report back at next meeting following the BVH meeting on the 23rd September IR 

PW/RL to submit online application for WCC Councillors Grant project PW/RL 

HT to speak to Richard Haycock for update on drainage issue HT 

JH to contact BT re: power to Bretford phone box JH 

JH to obtain quotes for reconnecting power to Bretford phone box JH 

News items for the next newsletter to be sent to HT All 

Appeal for Speed Aware volunteers to be included in the Avon Grapevine MR 

 


