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The Saint Duthus Hotel is to be found on Tower Street next to the old Academy within easy 
walking distance of the Royal Hotel. 
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SAINT DUTHUS HOTEL, 2 TOWER STREET, TAIN IV19 1DY  
 
 

ST DUTHUS HOTEL DESCRIPTION 
 Canmore ID 1841 

 Site Number NH78SE 210   
 NGR    NH 7791 8225  

 
This building is of considerable antiquity probably dating from early 17th century 

or earlier. Two storey with attic, stone rubble with ridged roof.  Two rear extensions ridged 
to rear gables creating rear wall.  Steep crow stepped gables with skewputts.  On the north 
east gable skewputt can be seen a carved angel now severely weathered.  Ground floor 
front is conservatory style for full length with 6 windows and main door.  First floor three 
single pane windows with evidence of 5 blocked windows showing chamfered sandstone 
lintels and rubble relieving arches.  In the slated roof are 3 dormer windows the ones at 
each end being bay fronted and having peaked roofs surmounted by metal crosses.  The end 
gables and the rear extensions also show evidence of blocked windows.  To the west is a 
single storey bar extension of dressed sandstone with external door, barred double pane 
windows and hipped roof.  To the rear of the bar is a gabled single storey extension (beer 
store) showing chamfered stone upper course and barred door to Chapel Street .  The roof 
line appears to have been modified to accommodate the bar extension.  Open court (beer 
garden) with external door to front in south east corner.  The two large rear extensions have 
10 windows of various sizes and to the east a dormer showing ornamental timber work. 
Along Chapel Street to the east is a steel clad extension (kitchen & stores). 
The building indicates substantial modification over several centuries. 
The rear and east end of the property is enclosed by a substantial stone wall enclosing the 
former garden space now car parking. 
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The main 
building is 
clearly shown 
in front of The 
Tain Royal 
Academy.  
The roof 
appears to no 
longer be 
thatched but it 
retains the old 
‘catslide’ 
dormers which 
could be 16th- 
century.  It is 
not possible to 
determine if the upper windows are in the current positions but it looks as if they are, they 
would appear to be much smaller than the present ones. This indicates several changes to 
window locations and sizing.  The dividing garden walls are clearly seen. It is likely that the 
rear extensions have been built by this date as there seems to be the top of  a chimney 
behind the property. 

This photograph shows the building 
plastered with a painted representation of 
dressed stone. The dormers have been 
replaced with Victorian period bay front 
dormers to east & west carrying the metal 
crosses still to be seen today. All windows 
are sash & case . A small structure can be 
seen to the east, possibly the narrow building 
showing in the 1906 map. A car enthusiast 
may be able to help with the dating of this 
photo. 

DESCRIPTION—HISTORICAL DETAIL 

 
Photo taken in the 1940s or 50s still  
shows the  building covered with a 
cement wash marked to look like 
dressed stone. By this time the first 
arcade had  been built with numerous 
windows. 

Old roof’s ‘Catslide’ dormer windows 

Crowstep gable 

Dividing garden walls 
Different alignment in  

street terrace. 

St.Duthus Hotel 

British Linen Bank 

1930’s 

1940’s -1950’s 

Late 19th Century photograph 
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There are large rounded stone 
boulders in the base course of the old structures, 
particularly along the Chapel Street wall of the 
beer store and the garden wall. 

The wall along Chapel Street shows 
several phases of construction, some sections of very 
rough stone work.  

In the north east 
corner is an iron 
fixing possibly for 
a former street 
light the support 
bars for this 
structure also show 
on the south side 
of the wall. This 
north east corner 
of the wall has a 
fine shaped sloping 
coping falling to a 
lower level along the east wall 
which has a rounded coping. 

DESCRIPTION- EXTERNAL DETAIL 
 
 

 

Rough outline of large 
stones at base. 

Weathered carved angel. 

Chimney still 
showing 
Victorian 
plaster work. 
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DESCRIPTION –INTERIOR DETAIL-SNUG BAR-FIREPLACE-BEAMS 
 
 
 

Fireplace detail-In the bar area is a fireplace lintel carved with the date 1730 and 
bearing the initials JM (John Manson) and MMC separated by a heart. The fireplace 
surrounds are also carved. 

A Steel plate with holes is 
revealed from a view up the 
Chimney.  It is likely that hooks 
holding cooking pots hung here. 

When the fireplace was uncovered in 1989 a new wall was built cutting down the depth.  
Possibly at this time scraps of plaster with original wall paper have been placed or cemented 
up the chimney.   This indicates fire has not been in use since this time. The design seems to 
be that of the 1930’s 

Beams are possibly 
original or re-used .  All 
beams have been hand 
hewn as all slightly 
different with evidence of 
adze marks suggesting 
antiquity. 
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DESCRIPTION –FURTHER INTERIOR 

To the left of the original front door is a 
carved moulding possibly a former door 
lintel. clearly seen next to the entrance to 
reception . 

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original Timber wall features are to be seen  
in the reception area. Two original mortice 
joints in what appears to be the oldest 
timber suggesting a vertical ‘wall’ or re-
used timber 

In the east wall of the lounge 
on either side of the fireplace 
are fine arched window 
openings of dressed stone.  

Wood beams in dining area similar to reception 
area. 
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
ST DUTHUS HOTEL, TOWER STREET, TAIN 

 
Historical Background 
 

The picture of Medieval Tain gained from early charters, sasines etc, is one of 
small tenements [holdings, specifically land held in tenure and built upon with or without 
houses], inter- mingled with rigs of arable land and centred on a slightly more solidly built 
core around the Collegiate Church, the Tollbooth/Court buildings, the Mercat Cross and the 
High Street, where probably most of the merchants and tradesmen lived.  Many of these 
were also farming some land1.  Several tenement plots were often owned by one person and 
sometimes people from outwith Tain2.  It is also a picture of constantly changing ownership 
and landscape. Most buildings would have had thatched roofs.  If they conformed to most 
Scottish Burghs3, the walls would have been of rubble and, at least in the 18th C, cattle hair 
was mixed with lime in the repair or building of a house; most windows would have had no 
glass, only wooden shutters; most properties probably had no front gardens and were 
generally terraced.  The insubstantial nature of most of the buildings, a devastating fire in 
17064 plus the well documented5 fall in fortunes Tain experienced at various times during 
the 17th Century and early 18th Century, suggests it is unlikely that much of the built 
structure of Medieval Tain has survived. The only exceptions may be a few of the more 
important buildings that date from, or might date from, the latter end of the Middle Ages 
and perhaps some foundations underlying High Street and Tower Street. 

 
 
 

1  No. 423 in “Old Ross-shire and Scotland” by William MacGill.  
2  No 53 Ditto 
3”Mercat Cross & Tolbooth” by Craig Mair 
4  Ditto 
5  MacGill 
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
ST DUTHUS HOTEL, TOWER STREET, TAIN 

 
St Duthus Hotel 
 

The building currently known as the St Duthus Hotel is probably an example of 
one of those more substantial buildings dating from near the end of the Medieval period, 
located reasonably close to the central core and probably built by one of the better-off 
merchants.  The exact date of its construction is not known but a number of features of the 
original building ( excluding extensions) - the steeply sloping roof and crow steps 
associated with thatched roofs, the stonework, the number and style of the original 
windows - indicate an early origin.  During renovation in 1989, a stone mantelpiece carved 
with the initials "JM" and MMC" separated by a heart and the date 1730 was revealed 
when a blocked up stone fireplace was uncovered. This is thought to commemorate an 
engagement or a marriage.  This would suggest that the building dates from at least 1730 
but does not preclude an earlier origin as the inscription could have been carved at a later 
date than the installation of the fireplace.  The building seems to have remained a private 
dwelling house until the early 1870s.  More research may perhaps provide the names of 
those who owned and/or lived in the property after the Mansons and before the 1851 
Census when it was occupied by William Peploe and his family.  He was a Superannuated 
Supervisor for the Excise and although from England, all the 7 children still then living at 
home, and aged 1 to 15 years, were born in Tain so the family had lived in Tain at least 15 
years and possibly in the same house.   

The initials do give a clue to one of the earlier owners if not the person for whom 
the building was first erected.  The “JM” almost certainly stands for John Manson.  The 
Manson family were prominent in Tain from at least the 16th Century right through to the 
start of the 19th Century, but especially from the mid 17th and throughout the 18th Centuries.  
Mostly merchants with one postmaster and one Notary Public, many of them were at least 
councillors, and often occupied key posts including Bailies, Deans of Guild, and 
Treasurers.  During this time, they owned various tenements/properties mainly in that part 
of the main street to the west of the tower now known as Tower Street and further west in 
Little Tain.  It is not easy following the trail of Alexanders, Thomases, Johns and other 
Mansons, but the John Manson associated with this building, himself a Bailie, is most 
likely the eldest son of Charles Manson, Town Clerk for a number of years.  

By the 1861 Census, it would appear that the property had passed into the hands 
of Malcolm Fraser, proprietor of North Glastullich.  His father Andrew Fraser was an 
Ironmonger in Tain.  Malcolm’s own son, Andrew was born in the West Indies, which 
strongly suggests that Malcolm, like so many others at that time made his money from the 
plantations and invested it in land on his return to Tain.  The 1837 Statistical Account lists 
him as one of 12 landowners possessing land valued at more than £5 p.a.  [He and George 
Ross, Moorfarm were the only ones on the list who were permanent residents.]  The 1851 
Census shows him as a landed proprietor, & JP, living at North Glastullich, farming 90 
acres and  employing 5 labourers.  However, by 1861 he had retired and was renting North 
Glastullich to Patrick Plenderleath Seller.  Malcolm died in July 1863 and his son Andrew 
inherited all his properties but he was now at Viewfield and probably sold off the Tower 
Street property fairly soon after his father’s death. 
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The Voters’ Rolls 1871-75, show that Andrew Ross, farmer, Balblair, was the 
proprietor, but not occupier, of a house and garden in Tower Street, 1870-73.  This is most 
likely to be the house Malcolm had been living in and was possibly purchased By Andrew 
Ross soon after Malcolm died.  As he does not appear on the Voter’s Roll for the years 1874
-5, it seems likely he sold the property in 1873.  The purchasers were probably a brother 
and sister, called Maclean, who were the first to make it into a hotel.  The exact date of 
acquisition and details of its transition into a hotel are unclear but we know that the original 
St Duthus Hotel adjoining the Mason’s lodge in St Duthus Street was demolished along 
with the old lodge about this time.  The Day Book of John Grant, Writer Tain, records a 
meeting in 1873 with Hector Mackenzie [a carter?] as to the removal of fixtures by a Miss 
Maclean from the old St Duthus Hotel and also the drawing up of a notice of sale of 
material from old St Duthus Hotel.  The Registration book for Applications for Publicans 
Certificates records an application for a Renewal of transferred Certificate by John 
Maclean, brewer, Morangie, for the St Duthus Hotel in 1876.   

The 1:400 plan shows that both the St Duthus Hotel building and the triangular 
shaped site bounded by Tower Street, Chapel Street and an unnamed street on the eastern 
side, on which it is situated, have undergone a number of changes since the earliest existing 
map [1832] that properly shows the layout of buildings in Tain. The heavy black outlines 
show the extent of the buildings today.  It is possible the northern projection shown on the 
1832 map was an earlier extension to the original building. 

A summary of the changes to the building and its ownership since becoming a 
hotel is as follows – 
1893 - An advert announced that Mr Alex Munro, propietor, was  making large additions. 
The back wing was being heightened and improved considerably plus new additions 
providing 5 bedrooms, bath & WC.   
1907/8 – a Tain Guide includes an advert/reference to Roderick Cameron as proprietor of St 
Duthus Hotel; ditto in the  Easter Ross Almanack, 1909. 
An item in the Ross-shire Journal, 22/4/1921 reported that fire badly damaged the St 
Duthus Hotel, Tain, which was owned by Mr D P Fraser, Inverness. The 1922 List of 
Members of the Easter Ross Farmer's Club included a "Fraser, D P, St Duthus Hotel, Tain.   
The initials “D P” were for Duncan Paterson from Inverness.        
Hugh Aird was Proprietor c.1930s-50s; He is given as the proprietor in an advert in the 
1952 Tain Booklet.   According to Forbie Urquhart (resident of Tain), he later lived in 
Manse House for a while then built a bungalow in Scotsburn Road.  At one time he had a 
pig farm near Portmahomack before George Robertson ( Petley Farm). 
The above information plus a study of available maps and old photographs along with 
observations made in the field show that, of the three places chosen for our initial 
investigations, that of the building and the site of “The Saint” seems to have undergone the 
most changes.  
 

Sources for the  history of the St Duthus hotel described above not mentioned 
within the text include –  
“Old Ross-shire and Scotland” by William MacGill; 
Gravestones in the Collegiate Church Kirkyard and the Old St Duthus Cemetery;  
Various documents (newspaper cuttings) in the museum collection. 
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1832 Boundary Commission Map 
 
The building shows as a rectangle 
roughly on the site of the existing main 
building with an extension to the west 
abutting on Chapel Street .  The 
property boundary is as at present with 
a terrace of buildings to the east onto 
Tower Street.  
 
 
 
 
From NLS Town Plans / Views, 1580-
1919, 1832 Boundary Commission 
map. 

MAP EVIDENCE 

 
 

1855-1882 O/S 25 inch 1st Edition 
(surveyed 1874 for this area) 
 
By this date the building is a complete 
rectangle with the rear wall right on the 
edge of  Chapel Street. This would indi-
cate that the rear extensions and the bar 
extension have been built. The garden 
area shows trees and walls dividing the 
garden into 3 areas. A western area in 
front of the hotel, a mid section and an eastern area behind the terrace on Tower street. The 
western part of the terrace is marked PH indicating a Public House. There is no similar no-
tation on the main building which may indicate that when the map was surveyed in 1874 
this main building was still residential or even still under refurbishment. This is very much 
in line with the historical information.   

NLS Scotland 
Ross and Cromarty Ross-shire Sheet XLI.8 
Survey date: 1874   Publication date: 1881 
Ordance Survey 25-inch 1st Edition Scotland 1855-1882 
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1906 O/S 25 inch 2nd Edition (surveyed 1904 published 1906) 
  
The structure now 
has an extension 
along Chapel 
Street with a 
further range of 
buildings at right 
angles to this and 
running along the 
garden boundary 
back to Tower 
Street with  
another building 
on Tower Street on 
a slightly different 
alignment from the 
main terrace.    
These new ranges almost form a quadrangle to the east of the hotel (could these additional 
buildings be stabling?). The building is now marked Hotel and there is a further long 
narrow structure with further walls in front of the hotel. 
 

1874 

MAP EVIDENCE 

2015 O/S 1.2500 Master Map 
 
The main building has now been extended 
towards Tower Street beyond the line of the bar 
being the conservatory area with a further 
rectangle adjacent to this to the east being the beer 
garden area. The additional quadrangle of 
extensions on the 1904 map have been 
demolished including the building along Tower 
Street which was on a slightly different alignment. 
The garden area is now marked as hard standing. 
The terrace along Tower Street appears to be 4 
properties but is probably the same structure as on 
the 1st edition map.  
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Photographic Evidence 
 
 
 
Aerial Photo ‘Tower Street ’ (probably post W.W. 2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The single story extension to the front has now been built but the range of buildings across 
the site from Tower Street to Chapel Street is still evident as is the differently aligned build-
ing to the end of the terrace on Tower Street. The photo clearly shows a garden area behind 
the terrace to the east. There could also be garden ground to the west of the site. 
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Drawings– Sketch of front elevation 
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 Drawings– Sketch of side elevation 
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Appendix 1- Glossary of Terms 

Casement            In windows, a side-hung hinged light.  
Catslide Dormer See Swept dormer 
Crowsteps            A stepped arrangement at the head of a gable leading to a chimney stack         
                             or gablehead.                           
Dormer                Window breaking above the eaves at wallhead or set in the roof.  
Dry Dash             20th century method of harling in which the aggregate is dashed on    
                              dry, and not incorporated into the mix (see also harl).  
Eaves                    Overhanging edge of a roof. 
Harl                      Scottish form of roughcast in which the mixture of the aggregate (small  
                              even- sized pebbles) and binding material (in traditional harl, sand and         
                              lime) is dashed onto masonry wall; in traditional harls the aggregate is in   
                              the mix (wet dash) non-traditional 20th century harls the aggregate is   
                              dashed on seperately (dry dash).   
Mullion                Upright member dividing the lights of a window.  
Pointing               The treatment with mortar of exposed joints in masonry or brickwork.  
Sash and case      Form of window in which the glazing slides vertically in two parrallel   
                             frames  within the case, the upper sliding outward of the lower.  
Skew                    Sloping tabling, sometimes coped, finishing a gable which is upstanding   
                             from the plane of the roof.  
Skewputt             Bottom end of skew or crowstepped gable which projects from the wall   
                              head.  
Snecked               Form of rubble construction composed of squared stones in which the   
                              coursing is varied by small filler stones or snecks.  
Swept Dormer      Roof window formed by sweeping a section of the roof up from the  
                              main plane  at a slacker pitch; also known as a catslide dormer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Selection of terms used in this booklet from http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/ 
 
 
Listing and Designed Landscapes Team, Historic Scotland, Longmore House, Salisbury 
Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH Telephone: 0131 668 8705/8701 Email: 
hs.listing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk / www.historic-scotland.gov.uk  
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Ross-shire 041.04 (includes: Tain) 

Publication date: 1906   Revised: 1904 

The upper map is the adjoining map to that on page 13. (Shown again here to the right)  
The relationship between both maps can be clearly seen. (Best match of the two sheets) 

Appendix 2 -Adjoining map to that shown on P13 

Maps above no longer to scale  
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Appendix 3-The Plough Inn Rosemarkie-marriage stone. 

Plough Inn     
 
A long established public house, 
extensively renovated by John 
Robb who was still the publican 
in Slater’s Directory, 1911.  
The only surviving tavern out of 
the many that catered for 
drovers and travellers on the 
road to Cromarty  

A stone above the fireplace  bears the initials J.M. and J.A.. This is thought to be the 
marriage stone of John Millar and Janet Anderson of Kincurdie whose tomb is in the 
Kirkyard.  

The marriage stone in the 17th 
century Plough Inn appears 
similar to that of the St. Duthus 
Hotel .  See Page 7 
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Appendix 4 - The wallpaper in detail 

Enlarged photographs of wallpaper on infill used in the chimney of the snug bar.  See Page 7. 

A design in what appears to be white chalk 
continues from around the wallpaper to the 
adjacent stone. 
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Notes on Sources 

Page 2 Images courtesy of Google Street Maps. 

Page 4-8 Original text by David Findlay, Google Street Map and Tain Through 
Time archive. 

Page 5 3 Photographs from Tain Through Time archive. 

Pages 6-8 Original photos by Jim Ritchie with kind permission of Alan  
(Manager St. Duthus)  

Page 9-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original research by Margaret Urquhart, Richard Littlewood ,  
Sources for the  history of the St Duthus hotel described not mentioned 
within the text include –  
“Old Ross-shire and Scotland” by William MacGill; 
Gravestones in the Collegiate Church Kirkyard and the Old St Duthus 
Cemetery. 
 
 

Pages 14 Aerial photograph courtesy of Tain Through Time 

Pages 15-16 Original sketches by Margaret Urquhart and photos by Jim Ritchie 

Page 17 
Page 18 
Page 19 
 
 
Page 20 

Appendix 1 - Historic Environment Scotland 
Appendix 2 - Maps NLS 
Appendix 3 - Narrative  from  Elizabeth Sutherland on the                       
                      Fortrosemarkie.org website. 
                      Photographs from  Discover Scotland 
Appendix 4 -  Photograph JR with kind permission of Alan  
                       (Manager St. Duthus)  
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Scotland’s Urban Past is a five year project working  with communities in town’s and 
cities across the country, led by Historic Environment Scotland, supported by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  Tain was chosen as one of the pilot projects for the ‘ Scotland’s Urban Past’ 
project and Tain and Easter Ross Civic Trust and Tain and District Museum have been 
working together with the project organisers to bring Tain’s history to the fore. 
 
 
 
This report has been prepared with the kind assistance of the proprietors/manager(s) of the 
St. Duthus Hotel, Tain. 
 

# MyUrbanPast 


