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After three great celebrations in Edinburgh, Aberdeen and, 
most recently, Glasgow, it is now the turn of Perth to welcome 
YPI Students, Teachers and Charity representatives from across 
Scotland to celebrate the work and achievement of YPI Schools.  

Please save the date, time and place:  Wednesday 19th June 2013, 
10:30 – 14:30 @ The Perth Concert Hall.  Detail will follow, travel 
will be arranged, however please expect a real showcase of all 
things YPI Scotland.

A warm welcome from the Wood 
Family Trust to the fifth edition of 
our YPI Scotland Newsletter. 

From the word go 2012/13 has 
been non-stop – from our first 
YPI School Final of the year back 
in October at Currie Community 
School, Edinburgh, to a week in 
December that involved eight 
School Finals.  We have also 
supported programme growth 
across the Highlands, and into North 
Ayrshire and West Dumbartonshire, 
alongside showcasing YPI at the 
2012 Scottish Learning Festival.  

The remainder of 2012/13 shows 
no sign of slowing down as 
more schools complete their YPI 
programmes, new regions and 
schools sign up for 2013/14, our 

current YPI schools complete their 
enrolment for the new school year, 
planning for our YPI National Event 
goes into full swing, and we look 
forward to meeting with as many 
YPI teachers as possible through 
our March Teacher Events.  

This newsletter has been designed 
for students, teachers and charities 
to share their experience of YPI 
and to keep you up to date with 
all that is happening across the 
country.  If you have any ideas for 
future articles or great photos of 
YPI in action please get in touch.  I 
look forward to working with you 
all over coming months. 

Jonathan Christie
YPI Scotland Coordinator 

Welcome

YPI Scotland National Event 2013

SLF 2012:  In September last 
year we thought it was about 
time we took YPI Scotland 
to the Scottish Learning 
Festival, the largest education 
conference in the UK.  It was 
a real privilege to see the YPI 
Scotland seminar sat alongside 
so many other outstanding 
educational programmes and 
speakers – representative of 
how far YPI Scotland has come 
over the last five years.    

HMIE:  To date, YPI has been 
recognised in 7 HMIE Reports 
as a beacon of best practice, 
with specific reference made 
to its ability to develop wider 
achievement and enrich the life 
of the school.  It is becoming 
increasingly clear that YPI 
very much supports the type 
of learning Curriculum for 
Excellence is trying to foster.  
A particular strength of YPI 
is our partnership approach 
to delivery.  Should you have 
an inspection on the horizon, 
please do not hesitate to get 
in touch should we be of any 
assistance.   

Charity Reconnections:  
More and more students are 
remaining involved with their 
YPI charities.  Recently a team 
were invited to Penumbra’s 
North East Road Show for the 
day where they again delivered 
their YPI winning presentation 
and spent time with staff, 
volunteers and service users, 

as well as the Directors of 
Penumbra, local councillors and 
Care Inspectorate.  

MSPs:  A number of schools 
have developed excellent 
connections with their local 
MSPs through YPI, and invited 
them to sit on their judging 
panel at school finals.  Through 
recent feedback we have learnt 
that YPI Scotland has even 
reached the dizzy heights of 
Holyrood.    
Dennis Robertson MSP for 
Aberdeenshire West presented 
a motion to the Scottish 
Parliament on 28th January 2013 
which reads:  

YPI Scotland: 
Getting Noticed

“YPI provides schools with a clearly structured, classroom tested 
programme that develops citizenship in a stimulating, thought 
provoking way while bringing financial benefit to local charities.”

Calum MacSween, 
Head of Education Highlands Council

“Fantastic event!  Provided a wonderful showcase 
of our youth today, who through YPI are 
encouraged to develop meaningful relationships 
with local charities”

Liz Reekie, 
YPI Teacher Aboyne Academy Aberdeenshire

Tain Royal Academy, 
2012/13 Winning Team

Drummond CHS, 
Student at the 2012 YPI National Event

“That the Parliament 
congratulates Alford Academy 
in Aberdeenshire, which has 
been awarded £3,000 to 
grant directly to the Stuart 
Andrew Lawtie Memorial 
Fund; understands that this 
award follows its successful 
involvement in the Youth and 
Philanthropy Initiative (YPI); 
recognises the students’ hard 
work to research the needs of 
the local area and identifying 
the charity that they felt best 
supported their community; 
believes that the YPI is an 
engaging and educational 
initiative that gives students 
an exciting opportunity to 
get involved in their local 
community, and wishes the YPI 
all the success for its National 
Event in June 2013.”
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On Friday 14th December 2012 at Banchory Academy, Aberdeenshire, we reached 
our YPI £1Million milestone for local charity grants awarded across the UK, after 
S5 students Meighan McMain, Charlotte Tulloch, Ryan Stoddart and Elsa Strachan 
secured the £3000 YPI Grant for local charity CALICO.  

Banchory Academy hosted a YPI School Final to match the occasion in front of a 
packed audience, the assembled media, and Chairman of the Wood Family Trust, 
Sir Ian Wood.  Banchory Academy was the first Scottish school to complete the YPI 
programme when it was first piloted in 2008/09 therefore it was befitting that they 
were involved in the million-pound milestone celebrations.  
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Completed YPI?  
What’s Next For Your YPI Students...? 
Students often ask how they can stay 
involved with their YPI charity and progress 
their philanthropic experience after the 
programme has finished.  Here are a couple 
of potential opportunities worth a look: 

Saltire Awards are the new Scottish 
awards designed to formally recognise the 
commitment and contribution of youth 
volunteering.  The Saltire Awards enable 
young volunteers to record the skills, 
experience and learning gained through 
successful volunteering in school and in 
partnership with voluntary organisations.  
This is a real opportunity for students to 
capitalise on all that they have experienced 
through YPI, through a well structured and 
flexible framework.  

For more information on the Saltire Awards 
visit www.saltireawards.org.uk or contact 
your local Third Sector Interface.

Give More is a growing movement of 
thousands of people fighting rising need in 
their communities by pledging to give more 
time, money and energy to the charity or 
cause they care about, and inspiring others 
to do the same.   There are many ways you 
can join in and be a part of the Give More 
movement – through public pledges on 
the Give More Face Wall more people will 
learn about your work, as a result of which 
charities, community groups and good 
causes all over the UK will receive even 
more support.  

 

YPI: £1Million UK Milestone

Your Local Charities: 
Voluntary Action 
Scotland & Third 
Sector Interfaces
Scotland is a small nation made up of many 
diverse communities.  These communities have 
many challenges in common, as well as issues 
which are unique to their geography, health 
and size.  Through YPI we ask young people 
to identify the social issues affecting their 
locality, before identifying local charities best 
placed to impact positively upon these issues.  

Finding genuinely local charities can at 
times be difficult; however Voluntary Action 
Scotland might help.  They exist to support 
the third sector through providing Third Sector 
Interfaces in each local authority in Scotland.  
Each Interface is unique to their area, and 
supports a network of charitable organisations 
from the very small to the very large.  

Therefore, when researching what charities 
are out there you should link with your local 
Interface and tap into this resource.  This will 
allow you to:

- Access information about local charities 
through experienced staff and their local 
database. 

- Gain a better understanding of the charitable 
sector in your area. 

- Develop a meaningful partnership for 
subsequent work and ongoing volunteering. 

For information on your own local Third Sector 
Interface please visit:

www.voluntaryactionscotland.org.uk

@YPI_Scotland – Get Tweeting! 

Please find & follow YPI Scotland on twitter.  Our plan is to provide 
regular updates and share the great work YPI is doing throughout the 
year.  We also want to connect with everyone involved from students 
taking part, to the charities engaged.  

Follow us @YPI_Scotland & help keep the conversation going.  

“Our students have gained a great deal from YPI over the last five years. Now 
firmly established within our S5 PSE curriculum, YPI has provided young people 
with many opportunities to link up with local charities, whilst developing a range 
of invaluable life skills in the process.”

Niall Ritchie, 
Principal Teacher of Guidance & YPI Lead at Banchory Academy.

Find out more at www.GiveMore.org.uk

Banchory Academy, 
2012/13 Winning Team, with Sir Ian Wood
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YPI Scotland 
National Event 2012
On Monday 25th June 2012, we were delighted to welcome 450 guests 
to the annual YPI Scotland National Event, at the Hilton Glasgow 
for an evening of entertainment and presentations to celebrate the 
impact of YPI across Scotland in 2011/12.  

A staggering 94% of all 2011/12 participating schools were in 
attendance, alongside charity representatives and special guests. The 
evening combined stunning external performances from Clanadonia, 
Michaela Wright, and #1 Blud Dance Crew, with our inspirational 
Key Note speaker Olivia Giles. However, the true stars of the night 
were undoubtedly our student and teacher contributors – simply 
wonderful YPI stories.

Our thoughts have already turned to the 2013 YPI National Event as 
we busily explore venue options in the next host city of Perth. We will 
be keeping an eye open for all your creative presentations – watch 
this space for more information!

Welcome
A warm welcome to the fourth edition of the YPI Scotland 
Newsletter. 

I am delighted to report the end of another great year for 
YPI Scotland with all 54 secondary schools, who signed up, 
successfully completing YPI in the 2011/2012 academic year. 

The growth of YPI is set to continue in 2012/13 and we look 
forward to working with over 80 schools this coming year.  
As YPI continues to grow nationally, so too does our Wood 
Family Trust YPI Facilitator team.  In addition to Elaine Manley 
(Aberdeen City & Shire), Maggie Clark (Perth & Kinross) and 
Lynn Raynal (Edinburgh & East Dunbartonshire), we would like 
to welcome Louise Nolan (Greater Glasgow) and Fiona Lang 
(Highland) who have joined our team.

I would also like to take this opportunity to say thank you and 
good bye to Charis Melvin our Edinburgh Facilitator who has 
made a return to teaching.          

This newsletter has been designed for students, teachers and 
charities to share their experience of YPI and to keep you up to 
date with all that is happening across the country.  If you have 
any ideas for future articles please get in touch.  I look forward 
to working with you all over coming months. 

“Stand out moment was Olivia Giles as she really highlighted the 
importance of doing things for others and not taking life for granted. 
She sums up philanthropy and is a great example and inspiration for 
all young people.”

Student, Turnbull High School

“Thank you for an excellent and stimulating evening. I have no doubt 
that YPI is very much the kind of learning which CfE is seeking to 
develop.”   

Graham Donaldson

GoYPI.org – 
New & Improved
The GoYPI.org website has been revamped with the aim of 
making it your first stop for everything YPI! We hope that this will 
become an invaluable resource to both students and teachers 
alike.  Through GoYPI.org you can access all Scotland specific 
resources including the Scottish Guide and Teacher Guidance 
Notes, alongside generic information, tips, tools and resources.  

Please visit GoYPI.org as always we welcome any feedback.

Michaela Wright Performing at the National Event 2012

@YPI_Scotland – Get Tweeting! 

YPI Scotland has now entered the world of tweets and hash tags 
with the launch our very own  twitter feed @YPI_Scotland .  Our 
plan is to provide regular updates and share the great work YPI 
is doing throughout the year.  We also want to connect with 
everyone involved from students taking part, to the charities 
engaged.  

Follow us @YPI_Scotland



YPI Scotland DVD
Fresh out of the editing suite for 2012/13 is our 
new YPI Scotland DVD.  We spent the first half of 
this year filming YPI sessions across Scotland, and 
interviewing students, teachers and charities about 
their experience of YPI.  The opening chapter of the 
DVD ‘This is YPI’ provides a snappy introduction to 
YPI for anyone new to the programme – all other 
content has been designed to support students, 
and teachers, as they progress through the initiative.  
Every participating school has now received a copy 
and we look forward to hearing what you make of it!  

YPI Scotland: Getting Noticed
Schools are increasingly making use of internal newsletters and websites to 
showcase YPI amongst other year groups, subject areas and the wider community.  
There’s a growing trend of local newspapers reporting on YPI.  Previous YPI Winning 
Teams are now presenting at other year group assemblies and/or getting involved 
in the Opening Assembly the following year, and the ongoing success of YPI is 
beginning to be noticed nationally!  

For more ideas on how best to fully embed YPI please see our new Teacher 
Guidance Note: Whole School Impact & Community Profile available at GoYPI.org. 

YPI: Ten Years – win an extra 
£1000 for your charity...
The launch of our twitter feed coincides with the 
10th anniversary of YPI International, and to celebrate 
this milestone the 10th Year Tweet-a-Thon will run 
throughout the school year.  Simply send a tweet 
about a social service charity doing great work in your 
community, and you will have the chance to win a 
£1000 YPI grant!  Here’s how to get involved:

1.  Follow @YPI_Scotland on twitter
2.  Tweet @YPI_Scotland about your charity of 

choice during the first 10 days of every month.
3.  Include the charity’s name, town and country, 

and the local issue they are tackling.  
4.  Draws will be made on the 10th day of every 

month.

More official sounding rules can be viewed here: 
 http://goypi.org/images/10thyear_tweetathon.pdf
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“For the students not presenting in the YPI Final, we introduced a charity information 
board competition to coincide with their YPI School Final, and generated local 
press coverage both before and after the Final itself.”

Inverurie Academy, Aberdeenshire

Post Programme Impact: YPI Winning Charity
During the summer we were thrilled to receive an exciting update from one of our Aberdeen City & 
Shire charities, Befriend a Child, after Reece, a YPI student from Portlethen Academy Aberdeenshire, 
maintained his involvement with the charity during the holidays: 

 “Reece became aware of Befriend a Child after studying the charity as part of the Wood Family 
Trust Youth Philanthropy Initiative at school.  Reece, along with 2 other classmates went on to give a 
presentation on the charity and won £3000 for our organisation.   

Since then, Reece has become a staunch supporter of Befriend a Child and an ambassador for the work, 
participating in promoting the organisation – where age permits.  

During the school summer holidays 2012, Reece spent 4 days with the organisation over a 4 week period, 
where he shadowed each department in turn.  Reece was very keen to learn and his enthusiasm knew no 
bounds.”

Karen Farquar
Chief Executive, Befriend a Child
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Reece, Portlethan Academy Aberdeenshire

Craigholme School’s 2011/12 Winning Team supported ER Good Causes



Welcome
Our third edition of the YPI Scotland Newsletter has come 
around quickly!  This issue takes a look back at what has 
been a very busy six months, whilst looking ahead to the 
Spring with much in store as more schools complete their 
YPI programme, plans come together for our YPI Scotland 
National Event, and new schools sign up to YPI in readiness 
for the new school year.
 
As this Newsletter goes to print over half of our YPI 
Secondary Schools will have completed their 2011/12 
programme, actively engaging with the local, grassroots 
charities that tirelessly support our communities.    

Our team at The Wood Family Trust have been struck by the 
standard of YPI Presentations across the country.  The impact 
YPI has upon both the students and charities involved never 
fails to inspire.  In addition, the enthusiasm and commitment 
shown by all YPI teachers is what makes YPI such a success.          

YPI Scotland National 
Event 2012
The 2012 YPI Scotland National Event will be held on Monday 
25th June at the Hilton, Glasgow - please save the date!  

We look forward to welcoming YPI Winning Teams, teachers 
and charity representatives from every participating school, 
and our aim is to host a high impact evening that truly 
celebrates the hard work of everyone involved with YPI 
through an exciting evening of entertainment.    

Bus travel from out with the Greater Glasgow region will be 
provided..  Our aim is for guests to start arriving from 5PM for 
a 6PM start- Official Invites to follow! 

Interview: YPI Winning Charity
Bishopbriggs Academy, East Dunbartonshire hosted their first YPI Final in 
November last year in front of a packed audience of students, teachers, 
charity representatives and the Lord Provost.  Following an inspired series 
of presentations, and lengthy deliberation from the Judging Panel, The Salt 
& Light Ministry was awarded the £3000 YPI Grant.  I wanted find out more 
about what Salt & Light thought of YPI:

Tell me a little about what The Salt & Light Ministry do? 
Salt & Light Ministry offers outreach support and practical help to 
vulnerable groups within Glasgow.  We have a double-decker bus that is 
purposely designed for our outreach work, drop-in sessions and youth 
work. We rely on volunteers, and welcomed the opportunity to speak 
with the YPI students from Bishopbriggs. 

The group arranged to spend a morning with The Salt & Light 
Ministry, what were your first impressions of the team? 
The boys told me that they had never encountered anyone like our 
project service users, however despite them being out with their normal 
environment they immediately fitted into their role and had clearly pre-
planned all that they would be doing.  The boys were friendly, polite and 
chatty and spent time speaking with and interviewing both volunteers and 
service users.  

How did the students react following their morning on the Salt & Light 
bus?
One of the boys in particular had a lot of questions to ask.  He wanted 
to know why the people didn’t help themselves.  I explained that most 
of them had no family input in their lives and as a result lacked  the skills 
and strategies to cope with the everyday problems life brings.  I gave 
a few examples of how they had been brought up and what they had 
experienced, and the boys were clearly shocked.  

What impact do you feel the charity visit had on the team?
I believe that because the boys asked questions it gave them a far better 
understanding of the lives of the service users.  I would say they came on 
the bus as innocent young boys and I believe they left a lot more worldly 
wise, with a far greater understanding of why the service users had gone 
down the path they had.  What had began as a good idea had become a 
lot more personal and important to them.  

Thank you and congratulations again to Marion Wilson, Salt & Light team 
Leader and the winning team from Bishopbriggs Academy.    
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Albyn School’s 2011/12 Winning Group supported Horseback UK

Drummers performing at the 2011 
YPI Scotland National Event



Dear YPI...
Your Questions Answered  
This section will become a regular feature of 
our YPI Scotland Newsletter. We receive regular 
questions and requests for help, so we thought we 
would share some popular questions with you.   
 
Q: Dear YPI, I’m delivering YPI for the first 
time this year and I want to ensure that all my 
students make the most out of their charity 
visit.  Any suggestions or top tips would be much 
appreciated!  

A: Students should be supported and empowered 
to make initial contact with the charity in class, in 
advance of any charity visit.  A successful charity 
visit relies on students having that named point of 
contact and a level of familiarity ahead of any visit.  
Students should then prepare interview questions 
that effectively capture all the information they 
are looking for.  For example, how did the charity 
start?  What does the charity do?  How is the 
charity operated & funded?  What impact would 
a YPI grant have on the service?  Students should 
also consider additional resources such as cameras, 
video cameras, and Dictaphones to ensure they 
capture as much information as possible.  

Q: I am beginning to make arrangements for 
our YPI School Final, and I am keen to organise 
a high profile, community event as the students 
have worked extremely hard.  Do you have any 
additional advice in terms of planning and hosting 
our YPI School Final? 

A: We have recently developed a guidance 
document designed to support teachers in 
planning their YPI School Final.  This resource 
provides an event timeline that highlights planning 
milestones central to your YPI School Final, in 
addition to concise information for Judges, invite 
templates for special guests and judges, and an 
invite template for Press & Media coupled with 
short editors notes.  Your YPI Regional Facilitator 
will happily share this information with you, 
and support planning associated with hosting a 
successful YPI School Final.         

YPI: Supporting Stronger Communities
One of the many strengths of YPI is that it provides a brilliant framework for 
schools, students, charities and local businesses to engage with one another in a 
meaningful way.  YPI allows students to showcase their talents, demonstrate what 
they are capable of & make a significant difference in their community.  YPI allows 
local businesses to volunteer their time and talent to support sessions or offer a 
different perspective on a judging panel.  Furthermore, YPI supports meaningful 
relationships between schools and local charities- profile raising charities, issue 
awareness and understanding; ultimately supporting better connected and 
compassionate communities.  

Vivian Kelman from Clydesdale Bank recently attended a YPI Final at Oldmachar 
Academy, Aberdeen.  The following quote sums up her experience:     

“I like the whole ethos behind YPI.  Firstly it encourages young people to look at the 
needs of their local community and identify the charities that exist to support these 
needs.  Secondly, it requires young people to use their business acumen and skills of 
persuasion to convince a judging panel that their chosen charity should be awarded 
£3,000.  Finally, over and above the winning charity receiving the YPI grant, the 
programme promotes a number of charities and highlights how people can support 
them via volunteering and fundraising.”  

Many thanks to Clydesdale Bank for 
their generous support of YPI this year 
& sponsorship of this Newsletter.  

   
YPI Scotland is a project of The Wood Family Trust, Scottish Registered Charity No. SCO37957 John Wood House, Greenwell Road, Aberdeen, AB12 3AX

For further information please contact Jonathan Christie, YPI Scotland Coordinator Email: jonathan.christie@woodgroup.com Tel: 01224 532541 

A PROGRAMME OF THE TOSKAN CASALE FOUNDATION

  Wood Family Trust 
  PRINCIPAL FUNDER & OPERATIONAL  
  MANAGER OF YPI IN SCOTLAND 
  www.woodfamilytrust.org.uk

Remember to check us out on Facebook, twitter 
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“YPI has given us the confidence and the realisation 
that even at our age we can help to make a 
difference in our communities.  YPI has really 
opened my eyes and reinforced that no matter 
who you are or where you come from you can 
make a difference in your community.” 

S3 Student, St Andrew’s Academy, Renfrewshire

YPI Photo Comp
A quick reminder that we are still looking to gather 
the very best examples of YPI photography from 
around Scotland to showcase in our publicity 
materials, and display at the YPI Scotland National 
Event. 
Please submit all entries & contributions to 
jonathan.christie@woodgroup.com

The Wood Family Trust Website Launch
Over recent weeks The Wood Family Trust’s website has been revamped. The YPI 
Scotland page has been completely overhauled, and we hope that the site will 
become a port of call for YPI information and support.  

The website now hosts detailed information on programme back ground and 
YPI delivery within schools, alongside a growing suite of teacher guidance 
notes, YPI Scotland Newsletters and publicity materials. Please visit www.
woodfamilytrust.org as always we welcome any feedback. 

Pictured left to right: Vivian Kelman, the winning YPI Team from Oldmachar Academy, Lady Wood
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Welcome
Welcome to the second edition of the 
YPI Newsletter.  This issue celebrates the 
hard work of students, teachers, schools 
and the hundreds of charities involved in 
YPI, and is packed with success stories, 
information and shared experiences.  

After the success and excitement of 
June’s National Event in Aberdeen, we 
have not stopped as we prepare for the 
new school year, and look forward to the 
twelve months ahead that will see YPI 
grow across Scotland, with even more 
small charities benefiting from all your 
hard work. 

Our team at the Wood Family Trust 
continues to grow with YPI.  In addition 
to Elaine Manley and Charis Melvin, our 
Aberdeen City & Shire and Edinburgh 
Facilitators, we would also like to 
welcome Maggie Clark and Lynn Raynal 
who join our Facilitator Team to support 
Perth & Kinross, and Greater Glasgow.  
Furthermore, we also have a new national 
coordinator for YPI, Jonathan Christie, 
who will be responsible for managing the 
standard, quality, delivery, sustainability 
and growth of YPI across Scotland, as 
well as organising the National Event in 
June 2012. 

2011/12 Resource Guide
The new Resource Guide is packed with information, lesson plans and worksheets- all designed to make the programme both engaging and 
user friendly from the outset.  This year we have developed Top Tips for each session that provide great ideas and cross curricular links.  The 
new timeline is a fantastic tool that supports YPI planning.  We have also mapped YPI against the Curriculum for Excellence to show how 
YPI helps young people to become successful learners, responsible citizens, confident individuals and effective contributors.  Finally, we 
introduce this year a new plenary session that allows each student to reflect upon what they have achieved and learned through YPI, and 
better understand how YPI has impacted upon their employability skills, values and confidence, as well as considering how they can stay 
engaged with their chosen charity- Downloadable copies available from www.GoYPI.org  

Digging a Little Deeper
YPI is all about identifying those small, 
local, grass roots charities that are truly 
impacting upon a social service issue and 
effecting change in the community.  To 
small charities £3000 has the potential 
to make a huge difference.  However, 
it’s sometimes difficult to uncover those 
very small charities that do such vital 
work in our communities.  We hope the 
following information will help you dig a 
little deeper when looking for really local 
charities:

The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) is the independent regulator and registrar 
for over 23,000 Scottish charities- www.oscr.org.uk
  
The Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) is the national body for Scotland’s 
charities, voluntary organisations and social enterprises.  SCVO works in partnership with 
over 1300 members to develop shared values and interests, and impact upon the people and 
communities that they support.  The site includes an excellent database, and links to Regional 
Voluntary organisation Councils in Aberdeenshire, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Perth & Kinross-  
www.scvo.org.uk     

TOP TIPS- Finding Really Local Charities
1. Local and regional newspaper archives are an excellent source of information- you may  
 just uncover an unknown charity.    
2. Visit your local Community Centre and speak with the Community Planning Partnership  
 or Community Learning & Development (CLD) team. 
3. Your local nursing home will have strong connections with charities and community  
 groups.  Who are they working with?
4. Contact your local sports/leisure centre and ask what charities they support and serve  
 locally.  

TOP TIPS- Charities!  Make the Most of YPI
In order to maximise the benefits to charities of being involved and engaging with YPI we’ve 
put together some Top Tips designed to help our charities really make the most of YPI.    

1. Think about the impact £3000 could have on your charity; consider what the £3000  
 could be specifically spent on and share this with your students.
2. Be creative in how you welcome and introduce students to your charity. 
3. Could the students support the service you provide in different ways?   
4. YPI explores what you do, how you do it & how you finance it- be prepared for questioning!

“As a charity, YPI has been extremely 
beneficial to us - not only in raising funds 
but by helping us reach young people and 
getting them interested in our charity.  
Outside of YPI, several of the groups who 
chose to support us have continued their 
support - this is very heartening.  I look 
forward to working with more groups in the 
future.”  

Archway Aberdeen.    
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YPI End of Year 
Event 2011
We were blown away by the hard work of 
everyone involved with YPI last year and, as 
such, it was quite a responsibility to organise an 
event that would recognise this. On June 21st we 
invited all of our winning groups along to the 
Beach Ballroom in Aberdeen for an evening of 
entertainment, presentations and celebration.  
We were delighted to welcome almost 400 
YPI supporters along to share in the revelry 
and enjoy entertainment from Miss Autonomy, 
Outbox, City Moves Dance Group and the 
Guarana drummers.

It was wonderful to hear so many different 
YPI stories and the many ways in which the 
programme impacts upon people, from 
participants and their teachers, to local charities 
and our partner organisations that support YPI 
in regions across Scotland.

We are already busy sourcing venues for next 
year in order to make the end of year event 
bigger and better still – we hope that everyone 
will be able to make it along in June 2012 when 
we will be hosting the evening in Glasgow… 
watch this space for more information.

After YPI- Post Programme Engagement
An exciting trend developing across YPI Scotland is the level 
to which young people are choosing to remain engaged with 
their charity- volunteering time, volunteering talent, and con-
tinuing to raise awareness and fundraise, long after YPI has fin-
ished.  Let us know what you’ve been up to so that we can 
share more great stories.   

Mackie Academy, Aberdeenshire
After winning their YPI Finals at Mackie Academy through an 
excellent presentation about Cross Reach, the winning group 
continued their support at the charity’s local base ‘The Bunga-
low’.  Throughout the summer months the team were central 
to the planning and development of a sensory garden for The 
Bungalow’s service users.  This involved giving up both time 
and talent, negotiating material prices with local businesses, 
and expending a huge amount of energy and labour. 

“The work done through YPI is invaluable – as there is not only 
the monetary contribution which goes towards physical im-
provement, but there is a real sense of breaking down barriers 

between us and the community.  We are so grateful to the 
young men for their contribution”. 
Kathleen Keith, Manager at The Bungalow.

George Heriot’s School, Edinburgh
The winning YPI team from George Heriot’s School support-
ed the Scottish Veterans’ Residence (SVR) with funding going 
towards new (much needed) gym equipment.  However, their 
work did not stop there.  After considering where best they 
could further support SVR, the group identified an social me-
dia as a potential area for development.  Louise Frame went 
on to support SVR in establishing facebook and twitter pages 
which have proven to be an absolute asset to the charity.

“Now I really see the benefit of helping other people and want 
to carry on. I have continued to help out at SVR and I have 
been updating the social networking sites to help raise the 
profile of the charity. It is going well and we are getting more 
followers by the day!”  
Louise Frame, George Heriot’s School pupil.  

YPI Photography Competition
This year we are looking to gather the very best examples of YPI photography from 
around Scotland to showcase in our publicity materials.  There will be a number of 
categories and the winning photographs will be displayed at the End of Year Event, 
where prizes will be awarded.   The 2011/12 categories are:

• Charity Visit- does the photo really capture your charity engagement?

• YPI in Action- this photo captures your commitment to YPI & hours 
 of hard work.  

• Final presentation- think outside the box, the more creative the better!

• Overall best Photo- in one shot this photo perfectly sums up your YPI.     

Remember to check us out on Facebook, twitter 
and our website www.GoYPI.com
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Take Pride in YPI
YPI has already been highlighted by HMIE as an example of best practice within 
Citizenship Education in a number of school reports- do remember to share your 
successes with us, perhaps in HMIE Reports or maybe the local press acknowledging 
a YPI job well done!   

“Because of YPI I feel more involved in my local community.  Community 
is not something separate from me, but something that I am a part of.  I 
understand how important it is for people like you and me to get out there 
and do something in order to help make a difference.”  

Ellon Academy pupil.  

“I am delighted to be part of YPI and feel proud that the Bank of Scotland invests 
in the local community through YPI.  The social and employability skills that the 
students learn through the initiative will support future employment.  Furthermore, 
Bank of Scotland employee engagement in YPI supports professional development.”  

Kerry Ann O’Neill , Bank of Scotland (Exclusive Funder of YPI in Greater Glasgow).    



“ YPI is an excellent project for our pupils to 
be involved with. Pupils quickly become very 
involved and I really think they learned a lot 
from doing it.  All of the charities we worked 
with were very accommodating and gave 
generously of their time.  The girls from the 
winning team thoroughly enjoyed their trip to 
Edinburgh”

Louise MacDonald
Kincorth Academy, Aberdeen

“Everyone who took part was very positive 
indeed about the project.  There was a real buzz 
about YPI during and after the project.”

Mike Elder
Robert Gordon’s College, Aberdeen

“The project has been a huge success and one 
of the teachers who has been delivering has said 
she enjoyed it so much she could do it full time!”

Collette Hemmati
Mary Erskine School, Edinburgh

“It’s events like this that make you remember 
why you are doing this job.  YPI is one of the 
best things I have seen at the school for the past 
5 years.”

David Gray – (Principal) 
Mary Erskine School, Edinburgh

YOUTH AND
PHILANTHROPY
INITIATIVE
SCOTLAND

TM newsletter
ISSUE 1  I  March 2011

What do 
teachers think 
of YPI?

What’s happening at YPI?

Welcome to the first ever YPI Scotland newsletter, designed for students, 
teachers and charities to keep in touch with what’s happening with the 
programme, and share experience, stories and success.
 
Things have been pretty busy at YPI this year now that we’re working with 
nearly 50 schools across Scotland, almost double our 25 participating 
schools in 2009/10. As well as growing the number of schools we are 
working with in Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire, YPI is now in 10 
schools across the Greater Glasgow Region.
 
In order to maintain the level of programme support that we pride 
ourselves on, the YPI team has also grown and I am pleased to officially 
welcome Elaine Manley and Charis Melvin onboard.  Elaine has been 
working with schools in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire and Charis is 
looking forward to starting working with our Edinburgh cohort this term.
 
Another big change is that the Wood Family Trust, who are the principal 
funder of YPI in Scotland, have now taken on the operational management 
of the project.  This means that we can dedicate ourselves to enhancing 
the programme here in Scotland and ensuring that we achieve best 
possible fit within the Curriculum for Excellence, remaining relevant for 
Scottish schools.
 
We are already well under way with preparations for this year’s 
Celebration Event. For those of you who travelled to The Traverse Theatre 
in Edinburgh last year, you’ll know how big the party is! This year we are 
hosting the event in Aberdeen on the 21st June at the Beach Ballroom. 
Invitations are in the post, and we hope that all of our winning teams and 
charities will be represented on the day. Last year we were lucky enough 
to be entertained by Ed Sheeran, however this year he is busy knocking 
Rhianna off the top spot on the i-tunes chart – well done Ed! Make sure 
you’re there to find out who we have on the bill this time round.
 
This newsletter contains some information and advice from people who 
are involved with YPI from pupils to teachers and, of course, a winning 
charity.  This is the first of many, so if you have any top tips, ideas or 
questions that you’d like to share with the YPI Scotland community, then 
please do drop me a line. Alternatively, we’ve recently gone digital and now 
have a YPI Fanpage on Facebook 
- feel free to get involved with 
the fun and put your views out 
to other YPI fans around the 
world. In the meantime, I hope 
you enjoy reading about what 
other YPI participants have been 
getting up to!

Thanks, Sarah 

(YPI Coordinator for Scotland)
sarah.moore@woodgroup.com

This year’s winning team from St Margaret’s School 
for Girls, along with a representative from Aberdeen 
Lifeboats and Lady Helen Wood, a Trustee of the Wood 
Family Trust



Top Tips for your 
YPI Final
1.  It is best to hold your finals on an evening if possible  
 so that more guests can attend. 

2.  Make sure you invite a wide range of people -   
 parents, pupils, charities representatives, teachers,  
 local business and politicians.

3. The finals can be an excellent chance for some   
 positive publicity for the school – why not invite   
 along a local newspaper?

4.  It is great to get the rest of the school involved,   
 maybe students from the music department could  
 perform at the break, or home economics students  
 could cater for the event?

5. Remember to take plenty of photographs of the   
 event or maybe even film it.

6. Lots of schools fundraise or receive donations for   
 second and third prizes for charities, why not think  
 about doing something similar in your school? 

7.  Choose your judging panel carefully, it’s great to have a  
 student voice; Head Boy or Girl? Last year’s   
 winner? Invite a couple of external representatives,  
 perhaps a member of the local business community,  
 local media, or a politician?

The Impact of YPI: 
A Charity’s Perspective
We were involved with the YPI project last year and thought that 
it was an excellent initiative and a good way for us to build rela-
tionships with local schools.

The girls from Ellon Academy were brilliant throughout the 
project.  I met with them a couple of times and also spoke with 
them on the phone and I have to say I was very impressed by their 
maturity and the amount of work that they put into their presen-
tation.  The research that they did was absolutely fantastic, all we 
had to do was give them the information about what we do and 
they put everything together into a very good presentation.  They 
really went above and beyond.

We are still in contact with the girls and they have been doing 
some work with us since the competition finished.  Over Christ-
mas they donated baskets of gifts for the mums who live in our 
refuges which was a really lovely surprise for them.  

The £3000 will be a great boost for us, especially in the current 
economic climate.  We are planning to use the money from our 
YPI grant to take on some sessional workers to work with the 
women in our refuge centres in order to help them build their 
confidence and employability skills so that they can rebuild a life 
for themselves.

Thank you Ellon Academy and YPI!   

Karen Goodrum, Grampian Women’s Aid

We’ve Won!! A 
winning team reflect 
upon their journey.
What charity did you choose for YPI and why?
We chose Befriend a Child as it was really important to us that 
the charity was local. It is a small charity and not many people 
knew about them, which appealed to us. We all felt passionate 
about what they do to help children in our area.

Did you visit your charity? Any advice for groups organising 
their visit?
The visit was brilliant – the staff were really friendly and made 
time to show us round. We felt much more connected to the 
charity afterwards. Don’t be shy and ask lots of questions, we 
planned these before we went which was good. Bring a map!

What did you enjoy most about YPI?
Making friendships – we’ve all been at the same school for five 
years, but never really spent any time together. Visiting the 
charity and doing our research together was great, and we’ve 
definitely made good friendships from the experience.

Would you recommend YPI to other students?
Definitely. When we started we were studying for our Higher 
prelims and were all a bit stressed out and worried at having 
something else to do, however it wasn’t like that at all. It was 
great to have something totally different to focus on, it took 
your mind off homework and because it wasn’t for an exam, it 
made you want to work hard for your team and for the charity.

What do you feel you’ve learned from YPI?
I learned that I am actually more confident than I thought when 
meeting new people.
My organisational skills are definitely better, sometimes you 
need to plan ahead (and bring a map!) and the value of good 
teamwork.

A big well done to the winning S5 team from Banchory Academy; 
Gemma Honey, Katherine McLellan, Fiona Leiper, Kelly Coutts 
and Kirsten Marshall

Ed Sheeran – performing 
at last year’s End of Year 

Celebration – how could 
we possibly top Ed this 

year? Save the date, 
21st June 2011!

Make sure you’re there!
Tuesday 21st June 2011

Aberdeen Beach Ballroom
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Check out YPI online 


