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Smallar authodty name:

PAp.rSt-t CouNctL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY
RETURN (EXEiIPT AUTHORITY)
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3I TiARCH 2019

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25,26 and
The
NOTICE
1. Date

of

(a)

2. Each year the smaller authority pepares an Annual Govemance and
Accountabllity Retum (AGAR). The AGAR ha6 been publishcd with &is notce.

tl

lnse

NOTES

date of placing of the notice

which must be not less than 'l day betore
the daie in (c) belorv

will not be reviel ed by the appointed audlbr, since tho smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appoifbd auditor'B review.
Any peEon interBted has the right to iBpect and make copies of lhe AGAR,
the accounting r€cords for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deed6, confacts, bills, voucheE, rcccipts and other documents relaling to
those records must be made availabl€ for inspection by any pcrson interesGd.
For the year ended 3l lrarch 2019, the3e documen6 will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:
It

(b) lnsert nam€,

(b)

position

addrEsrlelephone number/

commencing on (c)

_Monday

and

email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
oiher pe,9on to riti€fi any peason may
appty to inspect tie accounts

17 June 2019

(c) lnsen date, which must be at bast

1

day after tlle date of arnouncement in (a)

and ending on (d)

3.

Lel
.
.

_Friday

at least 30 wo*ing days
beiore the date appoirt€d in (d) b€low
above and

26 July 2019

govomment eletD'8 and tlEir r€grsonHiye3 also hawl

The opportfitty to question ure appointed audibr about the aecour{ing
re6rds: and

(d) The inspection pe.iod between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
lxoIking days of July-

rt ht to mak6 an objectbn which concenls a matEr in resFct of whidr
the appointed audrtor could either make a public interest Eport or apply to
the court for a dedaratbn that an itern of account [s unlalrtrl. Written noli]e
of an obiection must fIst be given to lhe auditor ard a copy sent to the
smaller authority,
The

The appointred auditor can b6 contacted at the addrGs in paragraph 4 belorv tur
thE purpose bet Een lhe above ddEs only.

4. The smaller authodvs AGAR i3 only subject to review by lhe appointed

audilor

if

questions

or object'oos ElEed under llls local Aldit

and

Accounbbillty Ac't 2014 lead to lhe inyolvcment of the audibr. Ttle appoir&d
auditor is:

Euqohn LLP
I Weetierry Ciicus
Canary Vlhaf
PKF

(Reft SBA Team)

London Eti[ 4HD
5. This announcement is made by (e)

/v{.+hral

c16LK

(e) lnsen name and position of person
placing the .Dtice

-

this person must be

the resporEible financial oficer for the
smalbr authoritv

LOCAL AUTHORIW ACGOUNTS: A SuillMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal dralnage boards and 'other' smaller authorities.
The basic position

The
authorities.
and the

(the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
also coverthe duties, responsibilities and rights ofsmaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documenb. lf you are a local govemment elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the ac@unts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incuned by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, Iocal residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax-

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipE and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which woutd prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a websiG). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'period for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By anangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of ihe accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities' accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-12 July
2019 for 2018/19 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you csn communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to insp€ct the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
govems the inspection of accounts and objections.
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should lilst a3k your smaller authority about the ac@unting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in lawHowever, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the audito/s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is bome by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting reoords
that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the extemal auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The

advertisement or notbe that tells you the munting records are available to inspec't *ill abo give the
period ,or the a(ercise of public rights during which you may Gk the audibr questbns, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act You can ask someone to regesent you when asklng
the odemal auditor questions.
Before ]rou ask the extemal audibr any questions, inspect lhe accounting re@rds fully, so you knfl,
whd hey contain. Please rernernber that you cannot formdly ask qu€stbns, under the Ac( afier the
eod of tfte period fur th€ exqcise of public rights. You may ask your srnaller authodty other questions
about their accounts fur any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Ac-t.

You can ask the extemal auditor questions about an ibm in the accqmting recods for the financial
year being audiEd. Hof,ever, your right b ask the er(Hnd audibr quedbns is limiEd. The e)(Emal
audibr can only ansa,er \,haf quesiions, not lxhy queslbm. The e)Gmd auditor cannot answ€r
quBtorc abut polk es, finarrces, proccdures or any&ing etse unless it b direcdy rglet ant b an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questionE must always be abod facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend tlat you always put ydlr qu€stions in wi6ng.
The

dgmb

make

oblocdoc d audlt

You have inspe.ied the accounting rBcords and ask€d your queslirns of lhe s,nall€r authority. l{ou you
may wish to obfec* b $e accounts on the hsis that an ilem in lhem ls in your view unlawful or ttrerE
are matters of wider concem arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local govemment elector
can ask the extemal auditor to apply to the High Court for a declarauon that an item of aeount is

unla{rfirl, or to issu€ a report on mafiers which aIe in the publb inErest You must bll the exbmal
audibr whic,l specific iEm in the accounts you ot ject to and why you think lhe ibm is unbwfttl, or why
you hlnk that a rublb interest report shouH be mad6 about iL You must pro\ride the edemal audibr
with the evkience you have b support your objec'tion. Disagreeing wi0t income or spending does not
maks it unlawful. To obj€c-t b the accounts you must write to the e)d€mal audlbr stating you want to
make an objeciion, including the information and evidence bebx and you must send a copy to the
smallor authority. The notice must indude:

.
.
.
.

confimalion that you are an d€6r in the smaller authoritys area;
why you are objec'ting to the accounts and the facb on wiich you rely;
details of any iEm in the accounts that you think is unlaurful; and
details of any matter about which you think the erGmd auditor should make a public interest

teport
Other than it must be in writing, thefe is no set furmat
to act within the powers available under the

br

obiecring- You can only ask the exEmal

audit r

A final wo.d

You may not use this 'right to object to make a persond comdeint or daim agEinst your smaller
authority. YoU should take sudr cornphints to your local Cilizens Advice Bureau, local La\i, Cenhe or
to your solicitcr. Smaller authoriti€s, and so local taxpayers, me€t the costs of d€aling with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection fuNard, one of a series of f;ac'tors the auditor
must take inb account ls lhe cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in tfte public intercst to do so. They mey also dec&le not to considef an obiection if they think that it is
frivolous or veElior,rs, or if it rep€sts an obiection alrearly considered. f you appeal to the courE against
an auditofs decisbn not to apply to lhe courts br a d€cbration that an ibm of account is unlawtul, you
will have to pay fur the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rEhts and
the special povuers of auditors, copies of the
publication
are available from the NAO website.

lf you wish to contact your authority's appointed
exbmal aud'rtor please wriE to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notire ot Publb Rights end
Publication of Unaudited Annual Govemane &
Affiuntabilw Retum.

