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Common Name Scientific Name Leaves Flowers Fruits Wildlife Value

Alder Buckthorn Frangula alnus matt green, oval, 
3-7cm long and slightly 
hairy. They have a 
rounded tip but are 
tapered towards the 
stalk.

hermaprodite, meaning that 
the male and female 
reproductive parts are 
contained within the same 
flower. The star-shaped 
flowers are small, 3–5 mm 
diameter, with five greenish-
white triangular petals. They 
appear in May to June.

once pollinated by 
insects, the flowers 
develop into a small 
berry, which ripens from 
green to red in late 
summer, eventually to a 
dark purple or black in 
early autumn. 

food plant of the brimstone butterfly, whose caterpillars eat the leaves. Its 
flowers provide a source of pollen and nectar for bees and other insects, 
and its berries are eaten by birds.

Shrub

Cornish Elm Ulmus minor 
'Stricta

The leaves are small, 
obovate to oval, 
typically acuminate at 
the apex, 6 cm long by 
3.5 cm broad, with a 
dark-green upper 
surface, glossy and 
smooth

The perfect apetalous wind-
pollinated flowers occur in 
clusters of 15–20 on very short 
pedicels.

This information is not available at present - I haven’t forgotten to add it. Standard

Crab Apple Malus sylvestris the brown and pointed 
leaf buds form on short 
stalks, and have 
downy hair on their 
tips, followed by 
glossy, oval leaves, 
which grow to a length 
of 6cm and have 
rounded triangular 
teeth.

in spring, the sweetly scented 
blossom is pollinated by bees 
and other insects, which 
develops into small, yellow-
green apple-like fruits, around 
2-3cm across. 

sometimes the fruits are 
flushed with red or white 
spots when ripe. Birds 
and mammals eat the 
fruit and disperse the 
seeds.

The leaves are food for the caterpillars of many moths, including the eyed 
hawk-moth, green pug, Chinese character and pale tussock. The flowers 
provide an important source of early pollen and nectar for insects, 
particularly bees, and the fruit is eaten by birds, including blackbirds, 
thrushes and crows. Mammals, including mice, voles, foxes and badgers 
also eat crab apple fruit. 

Shrub

Elder  Sambucus nigra pinnate (resembling a 
feather), with 5-7 oval 
and toothed leaflets 
and smell bad when 
touched.

 borne on large flat umbels, 
10-30cm across, the individual 
flowers are creamy coloured, 
highly scented, and have five 
petals.

after pollination by 
insects, each flower 
develops into a small, 
purple-black, sour berry, 
which ripens from late-
summer to 
autumn. Elders are 
hermaphrodite, meaning 
both the male and 
female reproductive 
parts are contained 
within the same flower.

The flowers provide nectar for a variety of insects and the berries are 
eaten by birds and mammals. Small mammals such as dormice and bank 
voles eat both the berries and the flowers.                                            
Many moth caterpillars feed on elder foliage, including the white spotted 
pug, swallowtail, dot moth and buff ermine.

Shrub
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Guelder Rose Viburnum opulus opposite, simple, 
broad and three-lobed 
with coarse, serrated 
edges and sparse fine 
hairs on the 
underside. They are 5–
10cm long, with a 
rounded base and 
coarsely serrated 
margins. In spring, the 
leaves are green, and 
they change to orange-
yellow or red in 
autumn.

distinct, branched 
inflorescences of creamy-
white, or sometimes pink, flat-
topped flowers appear in May 
to July. Each lacecap-like 
cluster of flowers is encircled 
by a ring of larger, sterile, 
flowers.

round, translucent, 
bright red berries appear 
in autumn in hanging 
bunches.

The red berries are an important food source for birds, including bullfinch 
and mistle thrush. The shrub canopy provides shelter for other wildlife. The 
flowers are especially attractive to hoverflies.

Shrub

Hawthorn Crataegus 
monogyna

 around 6cm in length 
and comprised of 
toothed lobes, which 
cut at least halfway to 
the middle or 'mid-rib'. 
They turn yellow 
before falling in 
autumn.

hawthorns are hermaphrodite, 
meaning both male and female 
reproductive parts are 
contained within each flower. 
Flowers are highly scented, 
white or occasionally pink with 
five petals, and grow in flat-
topped clusters.

once pollinated by 
insects, they develop 
into deep red fruits 
known as 'haws'. 

Common hawthorn can support more than 300 insects. It is the foodplant 
for caterpillars of many moths, including the hawthorn, orchard ermine, 
pear leaf blister, rhomboid tortrix, light emerald, lackey, vapourer, fruitlet 
mining tortrix, small eggar and lappet moths. Its flowers are eaten by 
dormice and provide nectar and pollen for bees and other pollinating 
insects. The haws are rich in antioxidants and are eaten by many migrating 
birds such as redwings, fieldfares and thrushes, as well as small 
mammals.                                                                                                 
The dense thorny foliage makes fantastic nesting shelter for many species 
of bird.

Shrub

Hazel Corylus avellana round to oval, doubly 
toothed, hairy and 
pointed at the tip. 
Leaves turn yellow 
before falling in 
autumn.

hazel is monoecious, meaning 
that both male and female 
flowers are found on the same 
tree, although hazel flowers 
must be pollinated by pollen 
from other hazel trees. The 
yellow male catkins appear 
before the leaves and hang in 
clusters, from mid-February. 
Female flowers are tiny and 
bud-like with red styles. 

once pollinated by wind, 
the female flowers 
develop into oval fruits, 
which hang in groups of 
one to four. They mature 
into a nut with a woody 
shell surrounded by a 
cup of leafy bracts 
(modified leaves).

Hazel leaves provide food for the caterpillars of many moths, including the 
large emerald, small white wave, barred umber and nut-tree tussock. In 
managed woodland where hazel is coppiced, the open wildflower-rich 
habitat supports many species of butterfly, particularly fritillaries. Coppiced 
hazel also provides shelter for ground-nesting birds such as the 
nightingale, nightjar, yellowhammer and willow warbler.                           
Hazel has long been associated with the dormouse (also known as the 
hazel dormouse). Not only are hazel nuts used by dormice to fatten up for 
hibernation, but in spring the leaves are a good source of caterpillars, 
which dormice also eat.                                                                            
Hazel nuts are also eaten by woodpeckers, nuthatches, tits, wood pigeons, 
jays and a number of small mammals. Hazel flowers provide early pollen 
as a food for bees.                                                                                    
The trunks are often covered in mosses, liverworts and lichens, and the 
fiery milkcap fungi grows in the soil beneath.

Shrub

Holly  Ilex aquifolium dark green, glossy and 
oval. Younger plants 
have spiky leaves, but 
the leaves of older 
trees are much more 
likely to be smooth. 
Leaves in the upper 
parts of the tree are 
also likely to be 
smooth.

holly is dioecious, meaning 
that male and female flowers 
occur on different trees. 
Flowers are white with four 
petals.

once pollinated by 
insects, female flowers 
develop into scarlet 
berries, which can 
remain on the tree 
throughout winter.

Holly provides dense cover and good nesting opportunities for birds, while 
its deep, dry leaf litter may be used by hedgehogs and small mammals for 
hibernation. 
The flowers provide nectar and pollen for bees and other pollinating 
insects. The leaves are eaten by caterpillars of the holly blue butterfly, 
along with those of various moths including the yellow barred brindle, 
double-striped pug and the holly tortrix. The smooth leaves found at the 
tops of holly trees are a winter source of food for deer.
The berries are a vital source of food for birds in winter, and are also eaten 
by small mammals such as wood mice and dormice. 

Shrub 

Rowan  (Mountain 
Ash)

Sorbus aucuparia pinnate (like a feather), 
comprising 5-8 pairs of 
leaflets, plus one 
'terminal' leaflet at the 
end. Each leaflet is 
long, oval and toothed.

rowan is hermaphrodite, 
meaning each flower contains 
both male and female 
reproductive parts. Flowers are 
borne in dense clusters, each 
one bearing five creamy white 
petals

after successful 
pollination by insects, 
they develop into scarlet 
fruits. The seeds are 
dispersed by birds.

The leaves are eaten by caterpillars of a number of moths, including the 
larger Welsh wave and autumn green carpet. Caterpillars of the apple fruit 
moth feed on the berries.
Flowers provide pollen and nectar for bees and other pollinating insects, 
while the berries are a rich source of autumn food for birds, especially the 
blackbird, mistle thrush, redstart, redwing, song thrush, fieldfare and 
waxwing.

Shrub
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Spindle Euonymus 
europaea

the leaves are shiny and 
slightly waxy, and have 
tiny sharp teeth along the 
edges. They turn a rich 
orange-red before falling 
in autumn.

spindle is hermaphrodite, 
meaning each flower contains 
both male and female 
reproductive parts. Flowers have 
four petals and grow in clusters, in 
May and June, and are pollinated 
by insects.

after pollination flowers 
develop into bright pink 
fruits with bright orange 
seeds, which resemble 
popcorn.

The leaves are eaten by caterpillars of a number of moths, including the magpie, 
spindle ermine, scorched carpet and a variety of micro moths, as well as the holly 
blue butterfly. The leave also attract aphids and therefore their predators, including 
hoverflies, ladybirds and lacewings, as well as the house sparrow and other 
species of bird.                                                                                                      
The flowers are a rich source of nectar and pollen for insects, particularly the St 
Mark’s fly. 

Shrub

Wayfaring Viburnum lantana large oval slightly 
wrinkly looking leaves 
with round-toothed 
edges. Leaves are 
placed opposite each 
other along the twig. 
The lower surface is 
densely covered with 
soft grey hairs.

lots of small identical 5 petalled 
cream flowers form together in 
one large flat topped flower 
head (called an umbel).

groups of oval flattened 
berries which start off 
red then turn black. Both 
colours can often be 
seen together. They are 
poisonous.

Birds will eat the berries and insects like hoverflies feed on the nectar. The 
larvae of several moth species will feed on the leaves.

Wild Cherry Prunus avium oval, green and 
toothed with pointed 
tips, measuring 6–
15cm with two red 
glands on the stalk at 
the leaf base. They 
fade to orange and 
deep crimson in 
autumn.

cherry trees are 
hermaphrodite, meaning the 
male and female reproductive 
parts are found in the same 
flower, in April. Flowers are 
white and cup-shaped with five 
petals, and measure 8-15mm 
across. They hang in clusters 
of 2-6.

after pollination by 
insects, the flowers 
develop into globular, 
hairless deep red 
cherries.

The spring flowers provide an early source of nectar and pollen for bees, 
while the cherries are eaten by birds including the blackbird and song 
thrush, as well as mammals such as the badger, wood mouse, yellow 
necked mouse and dormouse.                                                                 
The foliage is the main food plant for caterpillars of many species of moth, 
including the cherry fruit and cherry bark moths, the orchard ermine, 
brimstone and short cloaked moth.

Shrub 
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Information taken from The Woodland Trust and The Royal Horticultural Society.
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