
Proposed Second Reservoir/Conversion of existing into Leisure Facility 
 
 
Some AG comments on Bristol Water Authority Proposals   
 

 There are infrastructure issues with this project particularly when considered also with 
other on-going/proposed developments in Axbridge and Cheddar. 

 The use of locally sourced supplies will increase HGV traffic. It should be recognised that 
the construction of Hinkley C Nuclear Power Station will require 20% of aggregates to be 
locally sourced, possibly from Cheddar and transported by road, adding to the increase 
usage of our roads. 

 During the 3 year construction period 230 workers will be driving to work which will 
have a significant impact on already congested roads at peak times. A proportion of the 
traffic is likely to use the A38/371 junction and the ‘rat run’ through Webbington/ 
Compton Bishop/Cross  

 Road infrastructure is currently an issue in the Cheddar Valley area. Proposals for large 
supermarkets and increases in housing stock will overload already congested roads. 

 Arup say that circa 80,000 non local people per annum will be attracted to the new 
facility if it becomes a watersports attraction. This is pure supposition. The figure could 
be anything.  Many people travel to the Cotswold Water Park at present from Somerset 
and from the West Midlands. 80,000 could just as easily be 250,000 depending on the 
quality of the facilities. The same comment as above regarding the A38/371 and ‘rat 
run’ applies.  

 Arup is estimating 100 cars per day. On a regular weekend there are often at least 100 
cars parked either at Sharpham Road and Axbridge with further vehicles parked in the 
surrounding roads. It may therefore be that there will be at least 200-300  vehicles 
parked around the reservoir area once the new facilities are up and running.  There may 
of course be a good deal of fall off from hitherto regular visitors/local people who seek 
more tranquil surroundings.      

 Amenities will be similar to current activities with additional facilities including a 
visitor/education centre, amphitheatre, swimming, additional water sports. Whilst this 
may be welcomed by some, it is apparent that there will be a significant impact on the 
area. 
E.g. Rural leisure activities such as walking, fishing or alternatively simply enjoying a 
quiet afternoon’s stroll will be overtaken by general water sports for all with all the 
accompanying paraphernalia and noise. This may be the way forward for the area.  

 
 
 


