
Cross Lane Footpath Campaign 
 

Inaugural Meeting : 17th July 2013, 7pm - 8.30pm Cross Village Hall 
 

Present : John Buckler, Tess Gill (Chair), Laelia Gold, Chris Laney, Peter Laney, Elizabeth Parker, Richard 
Parker 

 Action 

1) Name of Group  

The suggested name of the Group is “Coffin Lane Campaign”.  

  

2) Our objective.  

After discussion it was agreed that the aim would be to achieve a pedestrian and Cycleway multi-
use route from Cross Corner (A38/A371 junction at Cross) to Axbridge Townsend. 

 

  

3) Access to land  

a) The existing verge could provide for a footpath but is not sufficiently wide to support a 
multi-use route. The group agreed that acquisition of land would be needed to support the 
prime objective of this project. 

 

b) SCC and SDC to be contacted regarding land acquisition, planning, highways regulations, etc. RP 

c) The owner (Michael Clements) of the land adjacent to the A38 to be contacted to see if he 
would be willing to release a small section of his land. 

RP 

d) County and District Councillor, John Denbee to be appraised of the outline of this project. RP 

  

4) Role of Parish Council and Axbridge Town Council.  

a) CBPC to be asked to provide regular cutting of the verge from the A38 to the footpath 
entrance on Cross Lane. 

RP 

b) Roles of CBPC and ATC will become clearer later in this project. A credible overseeing role 
and providing access to funds from official bodies would appear to be the major role. 

 

  

5) Funding possibilities.  

Applications for funding could not commence until an outline scheme has been devised and 
outline budgetary costs established. 

 

  

6) Historic Rights of Way.  

a. The existing footpath was known as “Coffin Lane” and was used for the transport of coffins 
from the Workhouse to Compton Bishop Church. This was during the time when the Old 
Workhouse was located within Compton Bishop Parish until 1897 when the Parish 
Boundaries were changed. 

 

b. JB presented old maps of Cross Lane showing what seems to be the route on the road to 
the footpath. CL & PL agreed to get expert advice to confirm. 

CL : PL 

c. Minutes of CBPC meetings from 1962, when the Axbridge by-pass was planned, shows a 
continuing call, by CBPC to provide a safe cycleway and footpath to Axbridge. 

 

  

7) Cheddar 2nd reservoir, community benefit for residents of Cross and Compton Bishop?  

CBPC to seek some funding from the various projects planned for Cheddar, i.e. Sainsbury’s and 
Bristol Water. 

RP 

  

8) Consultation with local residents?  

It was felt premature to consult with parishioners at this stage. It was noted that the development 
of the VDS gave rise to a request from 60% of all parishioners for improved pedestrian access to 
Axbridge.  

 

  

9) AOB and next meeting.  

To be arranged after feedback has been received from the John Denbee meeting  

 


