
                              

The History 
The old footpath was known locally as the Coffin path because the deceased 
inmates of the Workhouse in Axbridge used to be carried along it to the church 
in Compton Bishop for burial. This was because the parish boundary at the 
time meant that the Workhouse was actually in Compton Bishop parish, and 
the Trustees would not pay for burials in the much nearer church in Axbridge. 
In April 1962, when the plans for the Axbridge Bypass were being drawn 
up, it was recognised that there were concerns for the safety of cyclists. 
In May 1962 Compton Bishop Parish Council proposed a cycle track on 
Cross Lane. However, no action was taken until the Cheddar Area Local 
Plan (1992) identified pedestrian safety as being in need of upgrading. 
SCC then budgeted for improvements to pedestrian facilities at Cross 
Lane. This was never carried out. So to date the many attempts by the 
Parish Council to protect pedestrians and cyclists have been to no avail. 

The Problem 
This section of the A371 between Axbridge and Cross (known as Cross Lane) is 
part of a major transport route connecting the A38 to Cheddar and Wells, 
especially for very large HGV vehicles including those transporting limestone 
products from the quarries in Cheddar and Shipham. There is only a partial 
footpath and no cycleway. We are campaigning to create these and make a safe 
route connecting our communities. 

The Dangers 
Although there are public footpaths in Cross and Axbridge, the path 
connecting the two communities is incomplete: it runs from the top of High St 
in Axbridge, along the inside of the hedge beside the A371, only to emerge 
about two-thirds of the way down, leaving pedestrians no option but to walk 
alongside heavy traffic on a narrow refuge cluttered by road signs and often 
obscured by long grass and the overgrown hedge. The unfortunate pedestrian 
then has to negotiate the busy A38, at a dangerous crossroads, in order to 
continue on into the village of Cross.  

The Action 
In 2013 a group of local people, fed up with the lack of progress on creating 

the missing path/cycle route along Cross Lane, decided to form the Coffin 

Lane Campaign Group. So far we have made a wider path at the southern end 

(E to D on the front page map) and have secured, from Somerset County 

Council, a commitment to upgrade the footpath along Cross Lane (D to C on 

the map) and to install a pedestrian refuge on the A38. 
Contact us: by email coffinlane@gmail.com :  follow us on Twitter 

@TessGill154 :  like/friend us at www.facebook.com/coffinlanecampaign. 

Our Website : www.coffinlane.com 

Cross Lane  
Improvements for Pedestrians and Cyclists 

 
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS QUESTIONNAIRE WE NEED TO HEAR YOUR VIEW 

 
Thanks to everyone for your help so far with our campaign to have a safe off the 
road pedestrian and cyclist route from Cross to Axbridge. Without your support 
we could not have got so far.  
Now we are asking you to help us by completing this questionnaire and returning 
it by JULY 22nd at the latest.  
We have now secured the agreement of Somerset County Council to a pedestrian 
refuge across the A38 and extending the footpath from the junction of A38 and 
Cross Lane to the stile into the field. We have not yet been told when this work 
will be carried out. 
It will help our campaign to 

know what your priorities 

are and have as much local 

support as possible. Please 

would all family members 

fill in a separate 

questionnaire. Copies can 

be completed on line (www. 

Coffinlane.com) or downloaded and sent to richard.a.parker@btinternet.com. 

Please place paper copies in the collection boxes provided (outside Cross 

Memorial Hall, in the New Inn, opposite the White Hart, by bus stop on Church 

Lane, outside Rose Cottage in Compton Bishop, Webbington Road Notice Board). 

You can also drop them in to Richard Parker (20 Old Coach Road). 

Your Post code  

 
If you would like to hear of meetings and events please add your email and 
phone number. We will not pass on these details without your consent.  

Email  Phone no.  
 

Your Age  
(tick the box) 

Under 15 15 - 25 26 - 45 45 – 60 over 60 

mailto:coffinlane@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/coffinlanecampaign
http://www.coffinlane.com/


How important to you would a safe pedestrian and cycle access between 
 Cross and Axbridge be for the following: 

Improved access to: 
Not 

important 

Quite 

important 

Very 

important 

Shops & post office    

Nursery and play facilities    

Schools    

Pubs, cafe and restaurant    

Churches    

Health Centre    

Farmers market    

Social & leisure –clubs, 
entertainment etc 

   

Visiting friends  
(in either direction) 

   

General walking/cycling 
opportunities 

   

How do you 
get there? 

By car By foot By cycle It varies 

 

How safe or dangerous do you find walking up or down Cross Lane? 

 

 

If you currently do not walk to Axbridge, would you do so if there was a 
safe usable pathway all the way? 

Yes for nearly all my 
journeys 

Occasionally Never 

 

If you cycle on Cross Lane how dangerous do you find it? 

Safe Occasionally dangerous Always dangerous 
 

If you currently do not cycle between Axbridge and Cross, would you if 
there was a safe off road cycle path? 

Yes -  for nearly all my journeys Occasionally Never 

 

There is to be a refuge on the A38 north of the junction so pedestrians can 
cross over safely. How do you find crossing over the A38 now? 

So dangerous you 
are reluctant to 

cross 

Dangerous – cross 
only when necessary 

Not a concern 

 

How much do you think a pedestrian refuge will help to make you feel 
safe? 

Considerably A little Make no difference 

 

The public right of way across the fields from the stile in Cross Lane to 
Axbridge is currently not surfaced. If there was a better surface which 
would enable easy walking in bad weather and access for buggies and 
wheel chairs would you use the footpath more? 

Yes regularly Yes - occasionally No 

 

Please add anything else relevant to safe pedestrian and cycle access 
between Cross and Axbridge. 
 

 


