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Annual Parish Council Meeting
Our Annual Open Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 24th April at 
8.00pm, immediately after the Hall Management Committee A.GM which will 
commence at 7.30pm, in the Memorial Hall, Cross. Both meetings are open to all 
residents of this parish. The size of our hall imposes a restriction in numbers so 
please come early to ensure your admission as this will be on a ‘first come-first 
served’ basis. This is your opportunity to receive reports from the Council for the 
past year and raise any issues. If you wish to give notice of any particular issue  
then please contact the Clerk  before Friday 17th April. 

Welcome to the Spring  Newsletter

Cllr Eddie Farley
 Chairman

 With the daylight hours extending we can look 
forward to Spring and enjoying more outdoor activities and the pleasures that 
they bring in our rural surroundings. This Newsletter is intended to inform you 
about the work in which your Parish Council has been engaged over the winter 
months. We hope that you will find the content interesting and informative. We  
appreciate the contributions Mrs Margaret Jordan made to the Council before 
resigning and we have welcomed Councillor David Windmill who received 
resounding support from you through his election. Already he is providing a 
thoughtful and positive contribution to our work. Our Clerk Mr Paul Passey has visited 
his family in New Zealand and we are pleased to see his safe return. We have been 
very fortunate that Mrs Sandra Broadbent agreed to take on the temporary role and 
we are grateful to her for the service that she gave. Our relations with both 
Sedgemoor District Council personnel and Somerset County Council continue to 
improve, they have been most supportive in meeting our needs whenever we have 
made a request. Our District and County Councillors John Denbee and Alan Ham 
continue to provide a guiding hand. Unfortunately not everything is sweetness and 
light and, as you will read later, we have ongoing problems within council.               

Public Transport
There is some concern in the Parish, that without public transport some parishion-
ers, particularly those unable to drive, are disadvantaged. There are a number of 
community transport schemes serving rural areas and we have produced a fact 
sheet about local buses, cars and the scheme, including how to book a journey 
and their costs. If you would like a copy please ask any councillor or contact the 
Clerk.

Elections
The December elections, brought about by the resignation of Cllr Jordan saw  a 
first class turn out of 42% which is much higher than the electoral office sees for 
any election. The resultant votes were John Bell 22 , Dennis Heymer 1, Peter 
Ormerod 46, Sue Passmore 14 and David Windmill 128. David was duly elected. 



Cross Connections
Congratulations to Cross Connections for their Cross Adults Babies & Children group 
and the highly enjoyable Quiz Night. Visit the Cross Connections web site to see their 
latest events at www.freewebs.com/cross-connections

National Trust and Mendip AONB Wardens
The AONB have had to review costs and staffing. One result is the loss of two full-time 
wardens who are to be replaced with a new post concentrating on specific project work 
as well as warden duties. This does not affect the hills within our Parish as The National 
Trust owns this part of Mendip and has two full time staff based at Barton who are 
supported by enthusiastic and effective volunteers for work and warden duties. 

Footpaths
We are fortunate, in this Parish, to have the use of a variety of footpaths, most of which 
are in good condition. These paths are maintained  by the National Trust and other local 
landowners, and the repair or replacement of stiles and gates etc. can be speedily 
undertaken by the Somerset CC Rights of Way team.  We are anxious to retain  all our 
footpaths in good condition, so if you are out walking and find a problem be sure to pass 
the details to any of our Parish Councillors. 

Bus Shelters

Our bus shelters had fallen into a poor state of repair 
and required renovation. The Coronation Shelter in 
Cross has not only had a new roof but the problems 
with puddles have been addressed. The Compton 

Bishop shelter has had its roof, gutter and weather boards replaced. Both have been 
painted. The parish benefited from a £750 grant from the Somerset County Council 
Community Chest towards the total renovation cost of £2,853.

Notice Boards
Cross Memorial Hall has a new Parish Council notice board and we thank the Trustees 
for their permission to place it where it will benefit residents. We now have four, the 
others being,  opposite the White Hart, Church Lane and at Kennel Lane. The latter has 
been damaged and will be replaced with one on the opposite verge, when the  
relocation licence is issued by SCC Highways.

Hanging Basket Competition
Soon it is time for people to start planning their hanging basket. The competition is open 
to all in the Parish whatever their age. A trophy will be awarded to the winner. Baskets 
can be commercially purchased or own planted. Application forms will be delivered with 
the Annual Garden Show schedule with judging in August.

Complaints Against This Council
There have been 88 complaints made, 94% from one councillor, with one upheld. A Fact 
Sheet is being produced detailing all complaints made and their outcome. Copies will 
be available to any resident of this Parish who requires this more detailed information. 

Grievance Procedure
In October 2007, the Clerk registered a formal complaint against Cllr Byrne. In exercising 
its duty of care to its employee, the Council resolved the complaint by instructing Cllr 
Byrne to have no further direct contact with the Clerk and also reimbursed the Clerk for 
the extra workload generated by Cllr Byrne. The matter is now closed and the Council 
is attempting to recover the costs from Cllr Byrne. . 



Complaints Decision regarding Cllr Byrne
As mentioned in the Autumn Newsletter, your Council has been subjected to a 
continuing series of complaints submitted by Councillor Byrne, none of which have been 
upheld. They have detracted from the work that the Council would normally be doing. 
The Chairman, Councillors and Clerk have had allegations of fraud, misleading the 
public, vote rigging, abuse of power and disparagement made against them. There have 
also been numerous personal attacks on the Chairman, Clerk and other members of the 
Parish Council. Your chairman submitted one complaint in February 2008, against 
Councillor Byrne. Sedgemoor Standards Committee heard this case in October, with 
further hearings in December 2008 and January 2009.   The Standards Committee 
upheld the complaint and concluded that a sanction should be set with the penalties 
being : That Cllr Byrne be suspended from being a member of Compton Bishop Parish 
Council for three months commencing 12th January : That Cllr Byrne submit a written 
apology for his conduct to Compton Bishop Parish Council within three months : That 
Cllr Byrne attend training on procedures at Council meetings and the role of parish 
councils, within three months. He has appealed to The Standards Board for England and 
an independent Adjudication panel will conduct the hearing on 21st April 2009. 

Finance
The Parish Council’s Financial Accounts this year, have been subject to a variety of   
substantial  demands. We started the year with our annual precept, from Council Tax, of 
£6,200, and the reserves from previous years’ surpluses, amounting in total to £8,000.   
Apart from our regular commitments, several unexpected demands have arisen. The 
cost of  refurbishing our two Bus Shelters, at £2,853 is higher than the original estimate 
because of their poor state of repair. Additionally, the election to replace a resigned 
Councillor cost another £1,200.  
A complaint from an elector of this Parish, directly to our auditors, about alleged 
impropriety, (see below) has resulted in a bill of £2,300 for the additional work they had 
to undertake. Despite no fault being found in our accounts or procedures this bill must, 
by law be directed to the Parish Council. As a direct result of this we anticipate that our 
year end assets will be reduced to about £2,000, and we have, reluctantly, increased the 
precept for the new financial year by 20% to £7,440 in order to cope with this.

Auditors and a £2,300 bill
We reported, in our Autumn Newsletter that an elector had raised an issue with our 
auditors, Moore Stephens, who  are bound by law to investigate. This elector continues 
to refuse to communicate with your Council or divulge the nature of his eight written 
communications to the auditors. We are also denied access to these letters, as the 
elector refuses to allow their release to us. However, the cost incurred by our auditors 
reviewing the content of the elector’s letters, together with a fee from the Audit 
Commission, amounts to £2,300. This bill has to be paid from this Council’s precept, i.e.. 
from the Council Tax-payers of Compton Bishop Parish. There has been no further 
investigation and the charges relate purely to the auditors dealing with the letters 
submitted by the elector, whom we now understand to be Cllr Byrne. We deplore his 
action and have expended a considerable amount of time on these matters, with the 
auditors and the Audit Commission, in an attempt to mitigate this charge. We have to 
report that we have not been successful. 

Council Tax
A full explanation will be given at our Open meeting on the 24th April concerning the
reasons behind the 20% increase in the local precept shown in your  Council Tax notice.



Litter Picking
With all the roadside vegetation just waiting to start its spring growth you can't help but 
notice all the litter on our verges, banks and hedgerows. Well, we're having a 'Spring 
Clean' to gather up all the rubbish and tidy up our villages!
Come and join us at 10 o'clock on Saturday 4th April, meeting at Cross Memorial  Hall. 
We'll have black bin liners but please bring gloves and any tools you think would be 
useful.

Compost bin offer
Did you know a third of the waste produced from your household could be composted! 
Composting organic waste at home is a natural process that transforms your kitchen 
and garden waste into a great fertiliser for your garden and the best thing is that it’s 
inexpensive! Home composting is also a great way to stop organic waste going to 
landfill, reducing the amount of greenhouse gases being released into our atmosphere.
Why not take advantage of an excellent compost bin offer and start composting your 
kitchen and garden waste at home.  Three compost bins of varying size and design are 
on offer. For information on types of bin and costs  phone 0845 076 0223 or view  on-line 
at www.recyclenow.com/home_composting/buy_a_bin/  

                                        Drugs
This picture shows phials which were found in Cross Quarry. 
Many will not realise their significance as a recreational drug.  . 
Once inhaled, it triggers a 'head-rush' which  can last around 
2 minutes. This effect is caused by starving the body of 
oxygen as it shuts off oxygen to the inner brain. The health 
risk is unconsciousness, headaches, vomiting, loss of co-
ordination, nerve damage - tingling, numbness, paralysis, sudden sniffing death 
syndrome (SSDS). The sale of these phials is illegal to children under 18 and it is illegal 
to inhale the gas. It is thought that local children are using the quarry as a quiet place 
to use this substance. If you have any suspicions either contact parents or the police. 

A38 Junction
In recent time there have been two more accidents at the Old Coach Road and A38 
junction.  Somerset County Council with its “Red” route approach has been improving 
the A38 from the South towards the Northern boundary.  Currently they are working on 
the Bridgwater to Dunball section, but weather has delayed progress.  The section 
from Rooksbridge to the Northern County boundary is due to be considered soon and 
we are seeking information on what they are proposing to do.  Details of their 
achievements so far are available on www.somerset.gov.uk/somerset/ete/highways/
newhighwayschemes/

Fact Sheets
In the spirit of being an ‘open’ council we are producing a few Fact Sheets of general 
interest and these are available to residents of Compton Bishop Parish and will be 
displayed on our web site.

Contact The Clerk for more information.

Eddie Farley - Chairman      
Alison Rix - Vice Chairman

Richard Parker               
Chris Byrne

Mike Rolfe        
Jim Warner      David Windmill

Your Parish Council

Clerk - Paul Passey - tel: 733373 
Visit the Parish Council web site -www.comptonbishopparish.org.uk


