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Welcome to our Winter Newsletter 
It is a pleasure to keep you informed through this medium about your Parish 
Council’s current business. We are only a small council yet we are required to 
carry the same load as larger ones.  We receive all the schemes and papers 
that the higher echelons in local government discharge in our direction.  It is 
important that we keep you abreast of their wishes and we trust you find this 
issue useful in doing this.  The four Advisory Groups that we set up at the start 
of our council are working well and it is by this means that we are able to cope 
with the constant deluge of consultations, papers and requests received for 
local information. There are a number of items in this newsletter of which you 
should be aware. Amongst them is the forthcoming introduction to 
Sedgemoor’s “Sort-it” campaign, recent planning policy consultations, finance, 
the developments with Hinkley Point power station, progress on the A38 
crossroads and the footpath to Axbridge as well as responding to residents’ 
enquiries about the possibility of providing the parish with a children’s play 
area or allotments or both if the demand justifies the expenditure. Please 
complete the questionnaire enclosed to assist us in this project. We have 
noted over recent months a reduction in the number of residents attending 
council meetings’ public session, which we take to mean that you are 
reasonably satisfied with the progress that is being made.  However, if you are 
not then do please tell us about your concern and then we can see whether or 
not there is something that we can do about it.  It is important, and to be able 
to vote, that all residents are recorded on the Register of Electors. If you have 
any doubts about your situation then please speak to the Electoral Officer at 
Sedgemoor District Council on 0845 4082540.  
We trust you enjoy the read and take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful 
and enjoyable Christmas.                                            Eddie Farley – Chairman 
 

Carol Singing 
There will be Carol singing in Compton Bishop church on Friday 11th 
December at 7.00pm. This is not a church service but an opportunity to join 
with friends and neighbours to sing traditional carols in the warm surroundings 
of our beautiful 13th century parish church. 
On Sunday 20th December  between 5.30 and 7.00pm., Cross 
Connections hope you'll all come along to Christmas Carols by 
lamplight at The White Hart, with Mince Pies, Mulled Wine & kids 
refreshments. Santa will be arriving in style bringing presents for the 
children. Bring a lantern or torch to enjoy the singalong. 
 

Footpath project - Cross Lane 
A formal project is underway to provide a footpath in Cross Lane. We are at the 
early stages and have held an encouraging site meeting with Somerset County 
Council. We are now looking at possible options and potential sources of 
funding. We hope to enable a car-less journey to Axbridge a safe and healthy 
alternative – and also help the environment. 



Buses and routes 
First Bus has refurbished the stop outside the telephone exchange in Cross Lane with a 
new timetable and their service number 126 offers an hourly bus on weekdays, 2 hourly 
on Sundays, to either Wells or Winscombe and Weston Super Mare.  The “121” 
connection from Winscombe can take you to the airport or Bristol and the train station at 
Temple Meads.  Coombs 01934 428555 operates a weekly Wednesday service, where 
number 831 from Cross Old Coach Road bus shelter goes to Weston Super Mare at 
09.29 hours via Compton Bishop, Loxton and Bleadon, returning at 13.30 hours.  
Coombs also provide a weekly service number 491 on a Tuesday and Thursday at 09.21 
from the New Inn taking 47 minutes to reach Weston and returning from Tesco's at 
12.38 hours. This one goes to and from Weston via Badgworth, Biddisham and Rooks 
Bridge.  For those over 60 a free bus pass is available through contacting Somerset 
County Council on 0845 345 9155.  Bus use helps to reduce our “Carbon footprint” 
about which we hear so much these days. 
 
Appeal to Dog Owners - Care of Livestock on the hills 
We rely on farmers to graze livestock on the hills to control scrub and maintain the 
limestone grassland which is important for the varied wildlife which is part of our local 
environment. Unfortunately there have been 20 reported incidents over the past six 
weeks where dogs have attacked livestock, at least two ewes in lamb were killed. One 
owner was trying to control two dogs with a whistle with no effect after releasing them to 
play. Another involved a rottweiler that slipped the leash. Farmers are permitted to shoot 
dogs that are worrying livestock, so it is in your own interest to protect your pet and 
keep it on a lead. 
 
Appeal to Dog Owners - Dog Mess 
We are all familiar with requests for owners of dogs to clear up their dog’s poo from 
pavements and we are fortunate that the greater majority of owners act responsibly. We 
would also urge owners to clean up after their dogs on country footpaths, on open 
grounds and fields. This request is not just for the benefit of other walkers but also for 
those who have to maintain these areas by hand. 
 
Complaints 
During the past few months there has been a respite from the previous deluge of 
complaints submitted from this Parish to the Standards Committee at Sedgemoor 
District Council.  This is most welcome.  There remains outstanding the result from an 
investigative procedure and this is expected to be concluded early in the New Year. 
 
Community Grant 
Somerset County Council cancelled the previous grant scheme and has replaced it with 
one having minimal administration and a smaller sum available for distribution within the 
Brent Division.  County Councillor Alan Ham called a meeting at which this was 
discussed and it was agreed that the fairest way would be to allocate the smaller grant 
sum to each council in the Division on a per elector basis.  For Compton Bishop this 
meant a potential grant sum of £695.  Two local organisations put forward proposals 
that have to be of benefit to the community and your council has recommended them.  
We are currently following the procedure to establish the funds to enable them to 
proceed.  They involve security fencing at St. Andrews Church and a Music Centre for 
Cross Connections. 
 



Community Land Project 
Your council is looking into providing allotments and/or a children’s play area/sports 
field for the parish, and would like your views on this.  Having received an encouraging 
response to enquiries into the availability of suitable land, a project group has been set 
up to take matters forward.  We hope to obtain grant aid to help start the project, but 
future operating costs may well have to be met from parish funds.  Before committing to 
this, we want to be sure of a definite long term demand for these facilities.  Your answers 
to the enclosed survey should help us make an informed decision on whether to 
proceed with this venture. 
 
Planning 
Sedgemoor District Council is developing its planning policies to support government 
targets on housing, enrich the local economy, provide jobs and respond to green issues 
such as carbon footprints. The medium and long term strategies and policies are the 
subject of many consultations and your council is participating, with some vigour, to 
ensure that planning decisions for the next 20 years are relevant to our parish and our 
local communities.  
 
Cross Connections  
Cross Connections are going from strength to strength in supporting the community of 
our villages. The highly successful ‘Cross ABC’ (Adults, Babies and Children) meets 
weekly in Cross Hall. This is a super group attended by lots of parents who enjoy a good 
social gathering every week, in Cross Hall, with lots of babies and kids who all play 
together giving a good foundation prior to going to school together. The Youth night is a 
really good evening with bar games, air hockey, pool, refreshments and a DJ playing 
great music. There are plans to run another in the New Year. The annual funday was 
excellent, this year, with the rounders match just snatched from Compton Bishop by 
Cross. Other events included; welly wanging, standing long jump, splat the rat, free 
bouncy castle and kids races. The quarterly quiz night is held in Cross Memorial Hall, 
with the reigning champions, Incompetent Bishops, retaining the ‘Silver Stone of 
Knowledge’. The next date will be announced shortly, so sharpen your pencils 
 
Advanced information on “Sort-it” 
You may remember we mentioned in last year’s Autumn Newsletter the ‘Sort-it’ scheme 
which was introduced into Axbridge. It is aimed at separating food waste and plastic 
bottles from the normal domestic waste, so that they can be collected separately in 
newly designed vehicles and recycled accordingly. Sedgemoor District Council needs to 
improve its recycling rates in order to reduce the amount of waste, which is currently 
disposed of through “Landfill”. This scheme is now being rolled out throughout 
Sedgemoor over the next year. To ensure a smooth introduction of the new 
arrangements each householder will receive an official notification from the Somerset 
Waste Partnership in due course about the proposed changes.  This is to identify any 
difficulties that there may be before the scheme goes live in our parish.  Landfill tax is 
due to rise from £32 per tonne in 2008/9 to £40/tonne next year and £48/tonne in 
2010/11 and will become increasingly expensive over the following years. The Somerset 
Waste Partnership is preparing its 'roll-out' plans which will be available in the New Year. 
We shall keep you informed when more details become available. 
 
 
 



A38 Old Coach Road/Cross Lane junction 
Your Council has not made the progress with this project that it would have wished.  
Last Spring Somerset County Council Highways Department reintroduced the “No entry” 
scheme to prevent access to Old Coach Road from the East and suggested making 
greater use of the southern entry to Old Coach Road.  Your Council has echoed the 
earlier comments about this proposal saying that it was quite unacceptable to residents.  
No further suggestion from SCC has so far been received.  The Highways Advisory 
Group has prepared a further report for SCC Highways and submitted this after receiving 
the agreement of other local councils and approval of our own Council.  Whether or not 
it will lead to an acceptable scheme has yet to be seen.  The report concentrates on the 
strengths and weaknesses of the earlier scheme and offers just one solution.  This 
involves a combination of “No right turns” into Cross Lane from the A38, Old Coach 
Road and a greater use of the Axbridge bypass at Shute Shelve.  It should reduce the 
accident potential at the crossroads at modest cost.  Cost is a major consideration for 
SCC. We intend to keep you informed of developments as they become known. 
 
Finances 
Last year because of unbudgeted expenditures over which we had no control we were 
obliged to increase our precept to remain financially stable.  Our external auditors have 
signed off our accounts for the 2008/9-year as satisfactory and in looking forward to the 
end of this financial year we expect to be in a stable condition.  As a result we anticipate 
not having to increase our precept for 2010/2011 and may be in a position to offer a 
modest reduction. 
 
Fencing of hills 
There have been incidents recently of cattle breaking through fences and into gardens. 
As the Mendip Hills, within this parish, are classified as 'Common Land' it is the 
responsibility of the owners of the land which adjoins the common land to ensure 
fencing is adequate to protect their property from straying animals. 
 
New Power Lines for Hinkley 
EDF has applied to connect two 1800 MW Pressurised Water Reactors to be built at 
Hinkley Point to the National Grid.  The current network will need to be upgraded to 
include a 400,000 volt overhead line linking Bridgwater and Seabank (Avonmouth) 
substations to accommodate the new power. The proposed route will follow the existing 
towers on the east side of the M5. Each tower will be 46.5 metres high, 18.24 metres 
wide at the middle cross-arm and spaced 365 metres apart for a length of 60 Kilometres 
(37 miles). The route is planned for commissioning by 2016 with full connection to the 
grid by 2017. These towers are considerably larger than the existing ones which are 
26.4 metres high and 9.35 metres wide at the middle cross-arm. The Council recognises 
that these new towers will dominate the landscape from Brent Knoll, via Webbington, 
and onwards to North Somerset. In the council's view, the proposal for an overhead 
network threatens the quality of our landscape. We are contributing to a pre-planning 
consultation to put pressure on National Grid to use underground routing for this 
section. 

Your Parish Council 
Eddie Farley - Chairman Alison Rix – Vice Chairman 

Chris Byrne Richard  Parker Mike Rolfe Jim Warner 
David Windmill Clerk – Paul Passey- Tel: 733373 

Visit the Parish Council Web site at www.comptonbishopparish.org.uk 


