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In March, construction starts on National Grid’s underground cables across the 
Mendip Hills. The cables will run for 8.5 km from a cable sealing end compound 
south of the AONB to a substation near Sandford and cable installation is expected 
to be completed by the end of 2022.  

The cables are being put underground as a result of consultation feedback that 
asked National Grid to protect views through the AONB. Western Power 
Distribution’s pylons will also be removed from this part of the AONB, leaving it pylon 
free for the first time since the 1960s. 

Balfour Beatty has been appointed as the main contractor and at the outset will build 
temporary traffic access points off the A38 at Tarnock and A368 at Sandford, and 
build a temporary haul road along the route of the cable.  

When the cables are installed and the new substation at Sandford is operational and 
supplying electricity to Western Power Distribution’s network, the pylons and haul 
road will be removed and the area reinstated. 

In the lead up to the start of construction, the project team has been working to 
reduce disruption to wildlife and animals. They’ve erected special fencing to clear the 
route of reptiles and amphibians, strimmed vegetation, topped trees and coppiced 
hedgerows and bushes during the winter months to prevent birds, water voles and 
other animals from nesting in areas where they’ll be working. 

The team has also met with local parish councils, MPs and other representatives to 
explain more about the work. 

National Grid will also be holding two public information events at Sandford and 
Biddisham to provide more details of what’s involved in the project and answer 
questions – details of the events are below: 

1. Biddisham Village Hall – Wednesday 6 March 2019, 2pm-7pm 
2. Sandford Village Hall – Wednesday 13 March 2019, 2pm-7pm 

For further information, visit www.hinkleyconnection.co.uk, or contact National Grid 

on 0800 377 7347 or by email at hinkleyconnection@nationalgrid.co.uk. 
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