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National Grid’s Proposed Route 
 
 
 
Hinkley C Power Station  
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Seabank 
 
 
 
Underground 
Through the 
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Sealing End Compound at Biddisham 
Overhead Lines from Biddisham to Horsey 

 





National Grid’s Proposed Route 
 
 
 
Land Affected  Area 
 
Road Restriction 
 



National Grid’s Proposed Route 
 
 
 
Works Plan 
 
Areas B & C 
 



Access Point, Compound and Overhead Cables at Tarnock 



National Grid’s Proposed Route 
 
 
 
Access Points  
Area C & B 
 



National Grid’s Proposed Route 
 
 
 
Access Points 
 
Area C - Barton Road 
 



National Grid’s Proposed Route 
 
 
 
Tree & Hedges  
to be removed 
 
Section C 
 



National Grid’s Proposed Route 
 
 
 
Tree & Hedges  
to be removed 
 
Section B 
 



Proposed 400 kV Lattice Pylon and Sealing End Compounds – Biddisham 



Proposed 400 kV Lattice Pylon and Sealing End Compounds – Biddisham 



400 kV Lattice Pylons – Mark Moor 



400 kV T Pylons – Mark Moor 



Pylon Dimensions 



The first T pylon erected February 2013 for testing 

At the start of January 2013 a small team from National Grid (design, construction and maintenance) joined colleagues 
from the T-pylon’s designers, Bystrup, and DS SM (a Danish steel company to erect the first T-pylon.  
Accelerated development timescales meant that we chose to use uncoated steel for the structure, which just served to 
give the pylon greater charismatic appeal. The corroded surface appeared similar to weathering steel (e.g. Corten), the 
same material used for the Angel of the North sculpture. Weathering steel is a surface finish option, alongside painting, 
that we are considering for use with the final design.  







• NG’s socio-economic mitigation does not cater for the extreme disruption to residents – noise, traffic, 
devaluation of property, etc.  

• 75% staff will be ‘imported’ – 10% travel from home 
• Effect on agricultural areas - 2 farms taken out of operation 1 unable to continue in the future 
• All land on work/road area will be out of action for 3-5 years 
• Footpaths AX21/7 out of use : AX2/15 AX/21/3 – temporary closure 
• Access points x2 opposite North Quarry also a large setting down area for offices, equipment and 

worker parking. 
• Deviation on the centre line for UG and pylons can deviate by 40 mtrs 
• The UG route passes close to Middle Farm, Kennel Lane. 
• Traffic and transport plans do not include the numbers, types of vehicular journeys and routes into 

the designated works or setting down areas. 
• Most of the traffic – workers, plant and machinery, will access the work areas via Tarnock  
• People appear to favour the solid ‘T’ pylons. These are hammered into the ground to a depth of 18 

mtrs – disturbance to neighbours and vibration impacts on foundations and water courses. They are 
also allowed a deviation of 4 metres in height. The span for cables on T pylon is 31 mtrs vs. existing 
132 kV at 8.4 and 18.8 for lattice 400 kV 

• The underground cable may be run on a bridge over the River Axe and onto the Sealing End 
Compound at Biddisham 

• The Webbington Road by the M5 motorway bridge will have manned gates which will be closed when 
works traffic is active on the construction roadway between Biddisham and Sandford. 

• The DCO will give NG a totally free hand to demolish houses, acquire land and basically do what they 
like. 
 

Some Issues & Observations 



• The general public would not have the time, motivation or background knowledge to review all the 
documentation made available on National Grid’s web site or DVD. The distributed Project News, 
Overview Report and feedback document will have formed the responses from most of the general 
public.  

• For Parish Councils, the full DVD material has been reviewed. The sheer volume of information and 
complicated navigation has, possibly, meant that some relevant articles have been missed, wrongly 
interpreted or misunderstood.  

• The perceived emphasis on responding to the process rather than content has not been accepted. 
Compton Bishop considers that where instances of ambiguous, misleading, incorrect or irrelevant 
information are presented the consultation process has been compromised. 

• There are some instances of misleading or incorrect statements in the Project News, Overview Report 
and the PEIR report. This may affect the validity of statements made by the public. 

• At this stage of the overall consultation, prior to a DCO application, we would expect to comment on 
details such as the impact of the construction and the long term effect on people living with, not only the 
massive structures, but also the cumulative impact on our roads, droves, soil structure, water courses, 
underground trenches and pile-driven pylons, all of which has not been described adequately. There are 
no publicised transport, freight or workforce management details. The use of local rural roads and 
Droves, for work service access points, raises significant safety issues which should be identified and 
addressed. There is no reference to the supply of aggregates which will be a significant operation 
impacting local roads and dangerous junctions. 

• Work and transport plans, required for the removal of the 132 kV pylons, lines and aggregates used for 
tracks and compounds, are omitted. 

•  We are of the opinion that Stage 4 of the Consultation has a dearth of detailed information which makes 
it difficult to provide a fully reasoned response as required for the consultation process. 

 

Parish Council Response – Some Points 



• The Consultation process, fails to address socio-economic issues 
 
• The vast number of public responses to Stage 1consultation called 

for sub-sea or undergrounding.   
 
• There are instances of misleading or incorrect statements  in the 

consultation documents 
 
• No details are provided for construction, long term effects on 

people , roads, land and countryside. 
 
• No indication of disruption for clearing the site at the end of the 

project.   
 
• Stage 4 of the Consultation lacks detail which compromises the 

consultation process. 
 

Parish Council Response 
Summary 


