
Agenda Item 10 – Environmental Matters 
1. National Grid 

a. We are now waiting for NG to complete their Environmental Assessment and 
submit their application to the Planning Inspectorate. The target date is Jan/Feb 
2014. 

b. There is a lot of conjecture on the need for the connection to Hinkley C  because it 
may not be built and other power source proposals may not happen: 

i. The National Trust of Ireland is challenging the legality of the plans for the 
power station and is seeking a judicial review at the High Court. They 
maintain that the screening decision and failure to consult were unlawful 
and the development consent was therefore granted in breach of the EIA 
Directive 

ii. The European Commission maintains that Hinkley C breached EU state aid 
rules. The main concern is over the £10b loan guarantee and the 35 year 
inflation linked strike price for each megawatt hour (£92.50). 

iii. The proposed Atlantic Array offshore wind farm may not be built.  RWE 
Innogy, is pulling out of the project. 

iv. There are on-going challenges to NG particularly on the soundness of their 
consultation and their statements on technical details. One significant, 
point is their stated switching time for HDVA cables – they say it’s too slow 
to give continuous feed, this has been refuted by world experts. 

v. There will be questions raised about the energy regulator, Ofgem, agreeing 
a provision of £500 million for electricity transmission owners to mitigate 
the visual impact of existing electricity infrastructure in nationally 
protected landscapes in Great Britain. There is also provision for re-cabling 
parts of London, underground. 

vi. The east coast equivalent of Hinkley C connection project, the Sizewell C 
connection has a planned route of overhead lines though the Stour Valley 
known as the Bramford-Twinstead route. The development of Sizewell by 
EDF has the same issues as Hinkley and National Grid has announced that 
the connection project has been delayed from its 2017 target to the early 
2020’s. Suffolk County Council believes that  their view that the line should 
be placed underground is now possible.  

c. The PC reps who attended SDC’s Council meeting on NG’s consultation, which was 
appalling, have discussed their concerns. Mark PC has registered their unease at 
the Special Council meeting to discuss NG’s stage 4 consultation (see last month’s 
report) with their SDC Councillor Diana Bayliss. I have given a copy to John Denbee 
with my personal views for his information. Also one of the members of the public 
who spoke has registered a complaint with SDC on the conduct of the meeting. 

d. SDC’s ‘Hinkley C ‘team have requested a meeting, on 18th December, with the 
representatives from Compton Bishop, Mark, Badgworth and Bridgwater Without 
PC’s to discuss mitigation measures. This round is to receive an update from SDC 
on their discussions with NG and to get an understanding of what mitigation 
would be available to PC’s. 


