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Alan Ridley 
EIA and Land Rights Adviser 
3/18 Eagle Wing  
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
EnvironmentalServices@infrastructure.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 
 

Dear Mr Ridley 
 

EN020001 - Hinkley to Seabank Grid Connection - Scoping Consultation 
 
In response to your invitation to provide information which should be provided in the environmental 
statement, Compton Bishop Parish Council wishes the following to be taken into account : 
 
1. Compton Bishop Parish Council does not support the installation of overhead transmission lines 

and has a mandate to promote and support the alternate solutions of sub-sea and 

undergrounding, particularly in the areas of the AONB and Somerset Levels. 

 

2. The major concern of this parish is the preservation of the unique qualities of the landscape and 

visual aspects of the following sections  :  

B – Somerset Levels & Moors South  

C- The Mendip Hills AONB  
D – Somerset Levels North. This is limited to the area of the Mendip Hills AONB, the 
Lox Yeo Valley including Banwell Hill and Banwell Plain. 

 
The Mendip Hills AONB is a valued recreational area well established as the next best thing 
to a National Park. Tourists from afar join regular visitors and tourists who come from local 
areas and include many from our nearest towns of Bridgwater, Weston Super Mare and also 
the City of Bristol. There are many members of nature and walking organisations who enjoy 
regular visits. The local leisure industries benefit from the natural environment of the open 
countryside which provides stunning views over the flat Somerset Levels. This provides an 
exceptional vista for the intervisibility between the significant landmarks of Brent Knoll, 
Glastonbury Tor, The Polden Hills, Brean Down and Steep Holm in the Severn Estuary. 
 
The visual distraction of overhead cables and massive pylons together with the proposed 
Sealing End Compound at Biddisham would have a cumulative impact of such magnitude 
that the high amenity value of this area would be compromised. The height of the unbroken 
line of cables, in a flat landscape which does not provide hills or trees for background 
screening, would have a major detrimental impact on a significant countryside location. 
The proposed sealing end compound, overhead power lines and associated pylons are 
unsuitable for this unique landscape and environment. 
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3. Compton Bishop Parish Council would make the following comments on those topics which have 
been identified as being ‘scoped out’ of the EIA (refer to EN020001 Scoping Report pages 217 – 
220). The Council requests that the following items be included in the scoping process. 

 
3.1. Effects of Flooding from Sewers 

This rural area relies on Septic Tanks for sewage treatment. Any intrusion into water courses 
by undergrounding or positioning concrete platforms for pylons may have a detrimental 
impact on drainage from septic tanks. 

3.2. Effects from Vibration during Operation 
Many older properties and boundary walls do not have foundations. Any vibration from 
machinery or construction traffic could have a detrimental impact on these structures.  

3.3. Effects on the transport network during Operation 
Transport and access to sites would be using small country roads, lanes and droves. The 
larger vehicles and machinery may require roadways and access points to be widened. The 
concerns to be registered are that the wider roads would encourage an increase in both the 
speeds and volume of traffic and would further popularise the development of a rat-run 
from Weston Super Mare via Bleadon and Compton Bishop to Axbridge, Cheddar and the 
A38. Roads and tracks should be restored to their original size on completion of construction 
works. 

 
3.4. Effects on property prices  

Land and property owners are experiencing devaluation of their assets as a direct result of 
the proposed development by National Grid. Landowners and Farmers who experience an 
adverse financial impact for this type of development are compensated. Similar 
compensation should be provided for property owners. 

 
3.5. Effects on Climate Change 

While it is recognised that the project will not have an impact on climate, consideration 
should be made of the effect of climate change on the installations. 

 
3.6. Effects on the tourism economy 

This council recognizes that the proposal, by National Grid, to exclude quantitative 
assessment of the Tourism Industry in the Scoping Process is a serious omission. The Council 
would wish for a qualitative assessment to be a precursor to a quantitative assessment 
which would provide an accurate assessment of the impact of the development on the 
significant tourism industry in this area. 

 
I would be grateful if you would confirm receipt of this letter. 
 
 
 
 

Yours Sincerely, 
 
 

Richard Parker 
 

Compton Bishop Parish Council 
 
 

Copy : P Passey, Clerk to Compton Bishop PC 


