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National Grid – Hinkley C Connection 
 

Parliamentary Activity 
There were moves in Parliament last month when the Energy Bill was returned to the 
House of Commons. Dr Liam Fox initiated the moves as follows : 

1. There are 12 MPs who have written to the PM about including an amendment in 
the Energy Bill to cover the need for Transmission Lines to be specifically 
considered in planning terms and environmental terms. Also the National Policy 
Statements (NPSs) to be more prescriptive regarding electricity transmission lines 
and their environmental impact. 

2. Also proposed changes to 1989 Electricity Act to support the following: 
To move the following Clause:- 

(1) Environmental Impact of Transmission 
- The Electricity Act 1989 is amended as follows. 

(2) In section 9 (general duties of licence holders), after subsection 
(1)(b) insert— (c) to have regard for the protection of the 
environment and, in particular, to conserve the natural beauty and 
amenity of the countryside.” 

(3) In section 9 (general duties of licence holders), after subsection 
(2)(b) insert— “(c) to have regard for the protection of the 
environment and, in particular, to conserve the natural beauty and 
amenity of the countryside.” 

(4) In Schedule 9 (preservation of amenity and fisheries), in sub-
paragraph (1)(b) leave out “mitigate” and insert “avoid, or where 
appropriate minimise”. 

3. The issue of social costs, including, tourism, blight, health, greener transmission etc. 
to be covered in 2nd tier legislation. 

4. This Amendment to the Energy Bill will be debated by the Lords this autumn. 
5. The PM has undertaken to support the Amendment when it returns to the 

Government for approval. 
 

T Pylons 
NG has pre-empted the consultation process and released a media article to say T 
Pylons will be available for the new Hinkley C route. These new pylons are solid objects, 
similar to a Wind Turbine support tower, albeit smaller than the proposed lattice 
pylons. A number of members of the Community Forums (CF) believe that the ‘new 
design’ will not provide visual improvement because the solid nature and close 
positioning of cables will stand out against the sky-line. Some members of the public 
have indicated support for the T pylons as they are a new design. CF members are 
against any over-head line. 

 
Consultation 

National Grid has confirmed that formal consultation required by the Planning Act 
2008 on proposals for the Hinkley Point C Connection project will be held between 3 
September and 29 October 2013. National Grid has taken heed of our response to their 
consultation on the scope of the final (stage 4) consultation. This was to be from 3rd 
September to 15th October, we have gained just two weeks. I will be working with SDC, 



SCC, Badgworth PC, Mark PC, Wraxhall & Failand PC, Bridgwater Without PC and 
Nailsea TC in developing our response. The Statement of Community Consultation will 
be published this month. Public consultation events will be widely advertised with 
documentation in Cheddar and Winscombe Libraries and an exhibition in Mark Parish 
Hall.  
 
I have been invited to a special full SDC Council Meeting in October when SDC’s 
response will be debated.  
 
I am still working on a Critique of the consultation process for stages 1, 2 and 3 for 
submission to the Planning Inspectorate in October/February. 
 

 
 Neumann report 

A report, commissioned by Wraxhall and Failand Parish Council (W & F PC) has been 
circulated to all Parish and Town Councils who are on the route of National Grid’s (NG) 
proposed Hinkley to Seabank connection project.  
CBPC has been a significant player in the consultation process which formally started in 
2009 although work was commissioned by NG in 2007. 
At the outset, NG has been challenged on the process, costs and technical details. 
Some elements, such as National Policy Statements, have been amended in law 
through the action of a few Councils, including CBPC. Unfortunately, Parish and Town 
Councils do not have the technical knowledge or competence to challenge neither do 
they have the resources to engage such specialists. District and County Councils also 
have limited resources and are limited in the depth of their responsibilities in the 
formal consultation process. 
W & F PC are the exception. they have, as councillors, Dr Hugh Pratt and Chris 
Ambrose, who are highly qualified and experienced in national power installation 
projects. They were the authors of the Ambrose & Pratt report which was widely 
circulated in 2010. W & F PC have now commissioned a report with input from Claus 
Neumann, a respected world class consultant engineer. 
This report is detailed and challenges some of the fundamental assumptions that NG 
has used to qualify their decision to introduce Overhead Lines (OHL). Their refusal to 
consider sub-sea and Gas Insulated Lines (GIL) has now been technically challenged, at 
a high level of detail, to the benefit of all towns and parishes on the proposed route 
who have been engaged in the consultation process.  
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