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Comment on the Consultation Process 
Compton Bishop Parish Council 

 
Prior to the commencement of this project, NG commissioned a report which was to become 
the foundation of their proposal for an overhead line connection (OHL) from Hinkley C power 
station to Seabank. This report appears to have been based on the existing 132kv land based 
route although some minor deviations were included in the final stage 1 consultation 
document. 
 The general public believe that the potential impact of the structures which support the OHL’s 
would have a considerable adverse impact on the landscape, environment, people, and local 
socio-economic issues and this was not adequately considered in the drafting of the proposal. 
There was a significant public opposition to the Stage 1 proposal for OHL. The public called for 
the more environmentally and socially acceptable alternatives of sub-sea, full undergrounding 
or alternative technologies. This appeared appears to have been largely ignored.  
What is evident is that the values associated with landscape, environment and the 
considerable adverse impact on residents are not expressed in monetary terms. Therefore the 
process of this consultation appears to have provided the authority to disregard the socially 
damaging aspects of this application.   
 
The scale of the adverse impact of NG’s proposal was not understood, by the general public, 
until NG submitted its DCO application. This clearly defined the true extent of the damaging 
impact it would have on the countryside, landscape, environment, people, health and socio-
economics issues. The proposal identifies the significance of each area of public interest but 
there remains a fundamental difference of opinion on NG’s analysis which undervalues the 
significance of effect. The assessment seems to be an overbearing desk-top exercise and, to a 
varying degree, devalues/ignores or fails to respect local knowledge. The public has little 
confidence in the conclusions reached.  
The formal consultation process, up to the point of the DCO application, has allowed NG to 
appear to have authority to exclude full and due consideration of the significance of the impact 
on people, their property, landscape, livelihood and health. 
 
The Local Authorities have engaged with Parish and Town Councils, however the level of 
support and guidance provided has been somewhat lacking. Their intentions, as described in 
the Planning Performance agreement, were met in part but the sheer volume and complexity 
of the process and also the lack of resources on both sides has led to a perceived under-
representation of public and parish issues. The Joint Councils have appeared to be more able 
to focus on mitigation issues. 
 
The inordinate length of time the consultation process has been a large factor in the 
disenfranchisement of many Parish Councils, groups and individuals.  
The opposition from Landowners has now diminished, ostensibly as a result of a choice of an 
agreed financial settlement or compulsory purchase. This perceived action resolves the issue of 
delivering the proposed infrastructure but has an adverse and irreversible long term impact on 
the environment. The general public are very uneasy with this. 

 


