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Mylor Parish Council - Questions and Answers  

 

 

Affordable Homes and the NDP 

Is there a proposal from Cornwall Council to buy 6 acres from Trefusis Estate behind 
Saltbox Close to build up to 70 homes? 

As far as the Parish Council is aware there is no agreement for the landowner to sell any land behind 
Saltbox Close to Cornwall Council.  If there was an agreement to do so Mylor Parish Council would 
not be party to this or have sight of any of the details.  Cornwall Council have confirmed publicly 
that they have not bought or optioned land at Saltbox Close in Mylor.   

Saltbox Close is a site that could be considered for affordable housing if it met the criteria.  The same 
may be said about other sites in the Parish. The Parish Council support the need for about 30 
affordable houses in the Parish.  This is stated in the draft Neighbourhood development Plan (NDP). 

Affordable homes in such developments will only be available to people with specific local 
connections using the criteria defined by the Cornwall Council SW Help to Buy and Home Choice 
Registers. 

Mylor Parish residents have through the NDP consultation process stated a need for affordable 
housing in Mylor.  

A site in Flushing has been identified and is at the pre-application stage.  A community engagement 
meeting will be held in early December.  Cornwall Council has been identified as a development 
partner as they will build and provide homes at 60% of the market rate.  This is in contrast to other 
developers who would only be prepared to provide homes at 80% of the market rate.  

You can read the Mylor Neighbourhood Development Plan here https://mylorflushingplan.uk/the-
plan/the-plan-documents/ 

Will the community be consulted over any affordable housing development? 

Any development goes through a number of stages before planning permission is approved.  It will 
start with a Pre-application through which the developer can request a view from the planning case 
officer on the feasibility and viability of the site; this helps determine if it would be suitable for 
development.  The Parish Council and members of the public cannot usually comment on the 
proposals at this point. 

If there is enough evidence to procced with the proposal the developer will either amend it, or 
proceed.  If they proceed then the Parish Council and the ward member will engage with the 
developer.  Engagement will include providing information and the opportunity for the public to 
comment.  This engagement may take many forms and currently Covid-19 poses its own challenges.  

https://mylorflushingplan.uk/the-plan/the-plan-documents/
https://mylorflushingplan.uk/the-plan/the-plan-documents/
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It is therefore unlikely that face to face presentations or open community engagement sessions will 
take place.   However, though not ideal they can place via Zoom or MS Teams.  

The developer, having taken on board all the comments, will then submit a planning application.  
This then provides another opportunity for the Parish Council and the public to openly comment on 
the application.   

This is generally how it works but the Parish Council and the developer may also choose to enlarge 
on this and provide other opportunities to engage with the public. 

The Parish Council is only involved in the planning application process and plays no part in any 
negotiations between landowners and the developer.  

Who is responsible for the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 

Under legislation the Parish Council is the qualifying body and leads the process of the NDP. In Mylor 
a Steering Group (NDP SG) was formed with the purpose of overseeing the preparation of the NDP. 
The SG is accountable to the Parish Council and is bound by Terms of Reference and must abide by 
the principles and practice of the Parish Council Code of Conduct including declarations of interest.  

How the Parish Council Operates  

Are the Parish Councillors bound by the Nolan Principles? 

The Nolan Principles affect those in public life and form the basis for the Code of Conduct.  When 
signing the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, Councillors undertake to observe the Code and 
uphold the principles of public life.   

The Parish Clerk is as an employee and is not bound by the Code of Conduct.  

Must Councillors declare an interest if they have one? 

All Councillors in line with the Code of Conduct must declare an interest where there is one.  This is 
usually declared at the start of Council meetings. 

With regards the NDP the NDP Steering group are also required do so.   

Is the Parish Council required to publish minutes of meetings? 

The public can access council records of decisions taken by viewing the agenda and minutes of 
Council Meetings and Committee meetings.  These are posted on the parish council website. Main 
Council Meetings are formal meetings, as are Committee Meetings, which may bring together a 
smaller number of councillors, such as the Planning Committee, which has delegated responsibility 
to make certain decisions.   

The Committee reports its decisions by means of minutes to the full Council.  Working parties are 
occasionally set up for short-term purposes.  They are not subject to the same rules as formal 
Council and committee meetings and not usually open to the public.  No decisions are made by the 
working parties, but they can explore options and present these to the Council for a decision.  
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Is the Parish Council able to cancel or postpone meetings? 

The council’s standing orders establish the frequency of the ordinary parish council meetings.  There 
is no statutory reason why this date is binding on the council or why, when appropriate, the date of 
the meeting should not be changed.  The Parish Council is required to provide notice of the meeting 
in advance so that the public can attend if they choose.  The Parish Council is not required to provide 
the reasons why a meeting may be cancelled or postponed.  

How can I find out who the Parish Councillors are? 

The Parish Councillors are listed on the Parish Council website: http://www.parish-
council.com/mylor. 

How does someone become a Parish Councillor? 

A parish Councillor is appointed by means of election or co-option.  Regardless of how the individual 
is selected the role and responsibilities are exactly the same, and both comply with the required 
legal process.  An individual who is co-opted may also be appointed as Chair or Vice Chair of the 
Main Council, Committees or Working Parties.  

http://www.parish-council.com/mylor
http://www.parish-council.com/mylor

