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Introduction
This assemblage was assessed by the authors in Cromarty Stables on Tuesday 25 th and
Wednesday 26th November 2014.

Quantity
The assemblage comprises 2164 sherds from 120 contexts. 1296 of these are of medieval
date, 868 are from vessels in industrial fabrics.

Provenance
The medieval assemblage is dominated by what is in all probability a locally produced
redware fabric (1242 sherds), as with the 2013 season there are variations in these
Redware fabrics which may suggest that some are from elsewhere in the North East of
Scotland. Included amongst these Redwares are two very unusual sherds from 5180 and
5215 which are unlike anything that either of the authors have seen before. There is also
a small group of as yet unprovenanced Whitewares (8 sherds), imported Yorkshire and
Scarborough Type Wares (13 sherds), Low Countries Greywares (2 sherds), Low
Countries Redwares (2 sherds), Low Countries Highly Decorated Wares (6 sherds) and
three sherds of Rhenish stoneware (Langewehe and Raeren). The medieval material
would appear to be tightly dated to the 13th/14th centuries with a small component in
contexts 5208, 5112, 5267, TT502, TT504 and TT510 of later Scottish Post Medieval
Reduced and Oxidised Wares of 16th, 17th and early 18th century date (20 sherds). It's
difficult to be sure without ICP, but some of this material has a Throsk look. Throsk is a
important late pottery production site situated on the south bank of the River Forth
(Caldwell & Dean 1992). Recent research shows that its wares were being traded
(Haggarty & Hughes 2014). There is a small but important group of (9 sherds), probably
handmade from contexts 5208, 5218, 5223, 5279, 5292 and a single sherd from 5218.
These seem to be in a reduced or burnt iron rich fabric with similarities in construction to
wares from Portmohomack, but this needs to be confirmed.
The industrial assemblage comprises sherds of Creamware, Pearlware, White Salt Glazed
Stoneware, Standard White Earthenwares, Rockingham Glazed Wares, Cut Sponge and
Loose Sponged Decorated Wares, Transfer-Printed Wares including an unrecorded Bute
shaped cup c 1810 in date, which shows a women spinning (99) /1448\ (illus 1),
Stonewares (Blackening Bottles), Nottingham Stonewares, Chinese Porcelain, TinGlazed Earthenwares including a thick early Dutch? tile fragment (under research), White
Slipped Redware Dairy Bowls and Crocks.

Apart from a smallish group of Chinese Porcelain, White Salt Glazed Stoneware, Dipped
and Banded creamware and decorated pearlwares dating from the later 18 th and early 19th
centuries, and a few earlier 17th century Tin Glazed shards, the vast majority of this
material is of Victorian date. One of the dipped and rouletted shards (99) /1448\ is a
product of the Rathbone pottery at Portobello and it almost certainly dates from c. 191020 ( Haggarty 2008). This adds another link not surprisingly to a ceramic trade with the
industrial potteries of the Forth region, which was suggested by the Reid's of
Musselburgh shards identified last year.

The Material
Condition
The pottery is marked with its context number and is bagged by context and finds number
(where used).

Documentation
A basic bulk sherd count by context and initial fabric identification has been produced
during this assessment and is appended as separate Excel files for medieval and industrial
material.

Statement of Potential
Pottery Assemblage
The 2014 season assemblage provides further evidence for a possible local Redware
industry including other examples of the distinctive method of handle attachment on or
just below the rim. Also present from contexts 5180 and 5215 are fragments from
unusual vessels, 5180 contains a fragment from a circular ball shaped object and 5215 a
small decorated triangular shard from context 5010 (illus 2). It's possible that this is from
the rim of a small chafing dish in the local fabric.
Potential Scottish White Gritty Wares are represented, but as a small percentage, however
this will almost certainly increase as excavation continues and there is now a substantial
body of medieval white ware ICP data from the south-east of the Country which we can
call on (Jones et al 2003). The small component of imported ceramics is dominated as in
other Scottish east coast burghs by fabrics from Yorkshire, also a common pattern as far
north as Scandinavia. There is a small component of Rhenish Stonewares and Low
Countries wares, neither of which were present from the 2013 excavations (Hall and
Haggarty 2013). There are sherds of a possible ‘Transitional’ handmade/Redware which
looks similar to pottery from excavations at Portmohomack (Hall forthcoming a) and
interestingly Baliscate in Mull (Hall forthcoming b).

Chemical Analysis
An initial programme of chemical analysis has been recommended in order to isolate a
local signature for the Redwares. Samples include examples of the distinctive handle to
rim junction mentioned above and hopefully bricks from the former Cromarty
brickworks.
(Illus 1) Shards from a blue and white transfer printed Bute shaped cup c. 1810 with an
unrecorded pattern of a women spinning

(Illus 2) Unusual decorated ceramic fragment from context 5215
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