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BOURN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Bourn Parish Council
Wednesday 18 September 2019, 7:30pm in the Village Hall

Present: Councillors: Dr N Blair (Chairman) Ms S Jaggers Mr D O'Brien
Mr L Rolfe Mr N Stutchbury

The Parish Clerk being on annual leave, Cllr Rolfe took over as clerk for the meeting.

Also in attendance: Three representatives from Bourn Golf Club and one member of the public

Comments and observations from members of the public
The representatives from Bourn Golf Club gave a short presentation with regard to their plans for the main club house 
and associated buildings since the change of ownership earlier this year. They had already consulted with the District 
Council and had been advised to contact the Parish Council with their plans and ideas. They were hoping that a planning 
application for the relevant work could be fast-tracked through the system. The Chairman explained that, until a formal 
application was submitted, the Parish Council could not consider anything but that once received, it would be 
considered at the following council meeting and they were urged to put the planning application to SCDC as soon as 
possible.
The member of the public expressed her concern over the current application by Bourn Golf Club, due to be considered 
during the meeting, with regard to the amount of lighting on the driving range which was proposed as it was at the rear 
of her property.
Cllr Rolfe, in his capacity as a member of the public, made known his disagreement with item 6.8 regarding water 
fountains as it could result in the service charge on his and his neighbour's properties being increased to cover the cost.

Reports from County and District Councillors had been circulated prior to the meeting and were acknowledged.

1. Apologies for Absence                                                                                                                      
Cllr S Jones - out of parish. Cllr Stutchbury has sent advance notice that he would be late arriving and Cllr O'Brien
explained that due to other commitments he would have to leave before the end of the meeting.
The resignation of Cllr Ritchie was noted.

2.  Declarations of pecuniary interest, dispensations held or requested
Cllr Rolfe had already commented on item 6.8 but would remain in the meeting as acting clerk.

3. Approval of minutes of last meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting on 17 July 2019 be approved and signed by the Chairperson.
(Proposed LR, 2nd DOB, unanimous)

4. Matters arising from last meeting or a previous meeting including deferred items
4.1 Update Councillor's Roles and Responsibilties
Cllr Rolfe reported that this had not been completed because of the reduced number of councillors but that 
everything was being covered.
4.2 Assets of Community Value
The clerk had emailed SCDC for further clarification on the definition of 'important assets for the village'. The 
response received quoted legislation regarding social well-being or social interests of a local community, 
currently or in the future, and that the subject is not black and white in so much as “a pub mostly serving food to
customers visiting from outside the area does not further the well-being of the local community whereas a pub 
hosting regular community events such as quiz nights does further the well-being of residents”. The purpose of 
the legislation is to give a local community the option to bid should an asset come up for sale.
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4.3 Footpath and bridleway usage by cyclists and horse riders
The clerk had contacted Peter Gaskin at County Council to ask if signs could be put in place to remind users that 
cycles and horse riding was not allowed. The response by email and phone was that “there is no budget for 
signage this year as it is incredibly small but the landowner can put up notices to deter cyclists and horse riders”. 
It was agreed to tell the original complainant of this and advise him that he could erect his own notices.
4.4 Play Area and Equipment Inspection/Ownership of the land at the War Memorial
The clerk had contacted the local highways officer at CCC. He advised that he inspected the area by the War 
Memorial in conjunction with Cllr Rolfe. Cllr Rolfe reports that the officer, Simeon Carroll, accepted that the land 
was the responsibility of the County Council despite the fact that their grass-cutting team had refused to keep 
the verge grass cut since when the Parish Council had contracted the work. The subject of the broken steps 
access was discussed and it was accepted that the Pairsh Council would like to see that section of path removed 
completely and grassed over rather then repaired. CCC Highways stated that they would have no objection if the
parish wished to arrange this.
It was agreed that we should ask Highways if they could break up and remove the concrete and that the parish 
would then arrange to fill with soil and reseed. (Proposed NB, 2nd DOB)  and advise Frank Haxton.
The fencing at Jubilee Playing Field around the children's area and the car park perimeter had been completed.
Frank Haxton has a quote from RPM to inspect the half-pipe structure.

Cllr Stutchbury arrived at 8.30pm.
4.5 Riddy Lane Conservation Area
Former Cllr Ritchie had reported that there was little more that could be done as CCC were not prepared to 
enforce any further movement of the boundary. It would be possible to argue the point with CCC Chief Executive
but it was generally accepted that the matter had dragged for far too long and should now be considered ended.
4.6 email re Phone Box and Mail Box (on Broadway), tatty directionsigns on B1046, and dead elm tree on 

Fox Road/B1046 corner
The condition of the phone kiosk is our concern as the council is now the owner. Decisions as to what to do with 
it/use it for were considered. Originally it had been intended to fit a defibrillator but ultimately these were sited 
at the Village Hall and the Sports Pavilion.
The clerk had contacted Royal Mail with regard to the post box and was advised that they have a rolling contract 
to refurbish every five years but that it would be reported to the relevant department who, if they consider 
maintenance work is required, would aim to resolve such issues within 25 weeks.
Direction signs are the responsibility of CCC Highways and it was recommended that any such problems could be
reported online in the same manner as potholes and the like. Once reported in this manner Highways have to 
consider what needs doing. An email sent to our County Councillor had not yet had a response.
Our Tree Warden had not yet been asked to look at the dead elm tree. It needs to be ascertained whether this is 
the same tree which the nearby resident had applied to remove last year which was refused by SCDC.

5. Reports on the progress on ongoing projects/issues
5.1 Parish Council website
Cllr Jaggers reported that the new website is expected to be ready by the end of September/early October.
A meeting at Yowly's office is planned for 4th October, hopefully with the clerk, for a full demonstration.
As one section includes information on each councillor a photo-shoot is being arranged, also at Yowly's office. 
Councillors are also asked to produce a short biography of themselves.
Cllr Jaggers would distribute information to explain the back-up and maintenance plans offered by Yowly.
An email system which allowed councillors to be contacted, and make contact, without using their private 
address was discussed. This is a recommendation both from national and local associations and also our internal 
auditor.  It was agreed to ask Yowly to set this up using our domain name of bourn.org.uk (Proposed SJA, 2nd NS, unanimous)

6. Members requested subjects for discussion
6.1 Local Highways Improvement funding
Cllr O'Brien reported that this had been sent in for the year 2020-21 and that nothing would be forthcoming as a
result for some time.
6.2 Beaulieu visit
It was agreed that the visit to this development in Chelmsford by Countryside Properties be held over until the 
Supplementary Planning Document with regard to Bourn Airfield had been completed with SCDC.
6.3 Wild flower verges
Cllr Jaggers reported that the working group considering this had met and options were being considered.
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6.4 Speedwatch – general and signage updates
Cllr Rolfe reported on the current volunteer group with around 180 vehicles being reported for excess speed 
during fourteen sessions in the past three months. The 'Community Speedwatch operates here' signs which are 
displayed in many other parishes are now on order with County Council. The provision of a moveable display 
sign is taking longer as permission has to be obtained from CCC and Balfour Beatty for each lamp post 
individually to which signs are to be attached. The application demands are extremely detailed requiring 
information not easily available. There is a demonstration of the display signs next week at CCC Huntingdon 
depot which Cllr Rolfe will be attending with hope that many of the questions/requirements will be made 
clearer.
6.5 Consolidate Stock holding on finance report
The explaination behind the figure of £75 which has been carried foreard on the monthly financial report for 
many years has now been revealed. Cllr Rolfe has unearthed the original certificate along with letters from a 
former resident and his solicitor that shows that the £75 was bequeathed to the council for the upkeep of the 
War Memorial in 1933. Efforts are now underway to withdraw the funds which matured in 2015 to address this 
anomaly.
6.6 Replacement trees from CCC Highways
Further to the meeting between Cllr Rolfe and Simeon Carroll from CCC Highways (see item 4.4) it was pointed 
out that Highways are duty-bound to replace any tree which they remove. Currently they 'owe' us one for the 
field maple removed on Riddy Lane but are also about to remove three dead trees on the grass verge on the 
corner of Church Street and Riddy Lane beside number 1 Riddy Lane's garden. They will then need to replace 
four trees. The replacements do not have to be in the same position as those removed. It is being considered by 
the working group considering the wild flower planting as to whether there is anywhere that a group of trees 
could be planted as well.
6.7 S137 application by village school
No decision was made. Cllr Blair was to follow up on rules and regulations to see whether it was possible bearing
in mind that the school, although a semi-autonomous entity, was within the county education authority.
6.8 Water fountain request
The request from a resident was considered. Fitted to the exterior of the pavilion would be possible but the cost 
of the water supply would be borne by Bourn Sports Club who are responsible for payment for the utilities. It 
was however considered that it would be very open to vandalism as it would not be be in a position to be 
overlooked and monitored. The possibility of fitting one at the Hall Close play area would not be possible as the 
communal rooms building is owned by SCDC but the utilities for that building is included in the service charge 
for the sheltered housing estate residents which would mean that they would have to cover the costs.
The council agreed that the suggestion should not be considered further.

Cllr O'Brien left the meeting at 9.10pm
6.9 Community Gritting Scheme applications for Winter 2019-20
County Council are asking again for volunteers to help with the gritting scheme this coming Winter. This could be
advertised in the newsletter.
6.10 Parish Online renewal
With the renewal due to this organisation Cllr Rolfe questioned its value as it was so rarely used. It was agreed to
renew for the coming year and was already on the list of pending payments.
6.11 Purchase of Microsoft Office for clerk's laptop
The current software expires on 23 September and must either be renewed or an alternative purchased. Whilst 
the clerk is on leave the laptop is with Cllr Blair who will purchase Microsoft Office 365 and install for when she 
returns. (Proposed NS, 2nd LR)

6.12 Insurance
As part of an exercise to update the Parish Council's asset list and in consultation with Came & Co, our insurance 
brokers, it has come to light that some items around the parish are not currently insured. The insurance 
company use a general grouping system such as 'street furniture' but do not have any record of individual items. 
These groups have been set at some point in the past but have not been kept up to date with some items having
been scrapped or lost whilst new items have not been added. Some groups are over-insured, some under-
insured. Overall the insured amount is adequate and the renewal due on 1 October is recommended to be paid 
but that over the coming year the insurance brokers should be consulted to get the values accurate.

7 Correspondence/communictions received
A letter of thanks for the S137 donation to Merrybourn Club has been received from Elizabeth Lawson.
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8. Planning and tree work applications and any related matters
8.1 Planning applications

8.1.1 S/3059/19/FL – 21 Riddy Lane – Ground floor side and rear extension and front porch 
extension.
Council agreed 'no recommendation' (Propsed NB, 2nd LR, unanimous)

8.1.2 S/2829/19/DC – Willow House, 21 High Street – Discharge of conditions 5,6,7 and 8 of planning
application S/2765/18/LB – noted.
8.1.3 S/2439/19/FL – Bourn Golf Club, Toft Road – 20 bay golf driving range, two teaching bays, cafe, 
kitchen, office, ballwash and floodlighting.
Council agreed to object to this application because of the effects of light pollution on the village. 
Lighting would have to be designed to reduce pollution to a minimum and would have to be turned off 
promptly at the correct time if permitted. (Proposed NS, 2nd NB)

8.1.4 S/2821/19/FL – Golders Farm, Fox Road – Change of use of outbuilding from playroom/studio 
to open market rental accommodation.
Council agreed to object to this application. This was originally an agricultural use building which was 
only given permission to use as a studio/playroom. This is considered to be residential development by 
stealth. (Proposed NB, 2nd NS, unanimous)

8.1.5 S/2514/19/FL – Manor Farm, Alms Hill – Storage container for 1st Bourn Scout Group.
Council agreed to support this application. (Proposed LR, 2nd NB)

8.2 Tree work applications
8.2.1 S/2812/19/TP – South Cambridgeshire District Council – Lime trees in front of council 
properties nos 2 to 10 Church Street.
Council has already responded, with advice from our Tree Warden, that no major branches should be 
removed. At the same time it was asked about the remainder of the row of trees at the top of Church 
Street. No response has been received from SCDC.

8.3 SCDC Planning decisions and appeal notices
8.3.1 S/1054/19/FL – 49 Broadway – noted
8.3.2 S/2403/19/FL – Bourn Golf and Fitness Club, Toft Road - noted
8.3.3 S/2517/19/PA – Chapmans Farm, Alms Hill - noted

9. Finance, procedure and risk assessment including any urgent work required because of health and safety
9.1 Financial report and payment of bills
The financial report was accepted and payment of invoices was approved.(Proposed NS, 2nd SJA)

As per financial report -
31/08/19 BACS MICHELE HUTTON CLERK'S SALARY (AUG) 877.46

18/09/19 BACS BUCHANS GROUNDS MAINTENANCE (SEP) 475.62

18/09/19 BACS VIKING DIRECT CLERK'S STATIONERY 78.97

18/09/19 BACS WICKSTEED LEISURE REPAIRS STEPPING STONE GORGE/SPRINGER 593.64

18/09/19 BACS SLCC CLERK'S TRAINING – ILCA FEES 118.80

18/09/19 BACS CB LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION 30.00

18/09/19 BACS BUCHANS GROUNDS MAINTENANCE (AUG) 713.46

18/09/19 DD PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BD LOAN REPAYMENT 1762.90

18/09/19 BACS PKF LITTLEJOHN EXTERNAL AUDITORS 240.00

18/09/19 BACS GEOXPHERE PARISH ONLINE MAPPING SERVICE 36.00

30/09/19 BACS MICHELE HUTTON CLERK'S SALARY (SEP) 627.88

18/09/19 DD SWALEC PAVILION ELECTRICITY 94.84

18/09/19 DD SWALEC PAVILION ELECTRICITY 24.46

TOTAL 5674.03
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Late invoices brought to the meeting and approved for payment -
18/09/19 BACS LES ROLFE EXPENSES – SPEEDWATCH STORAGE 4.97

18/09/19 BACS BALLINGER CONSTRUCTION JUBILEE FENCING REPAIRS 696.00

29/09/19 DD O2 CLERK'S PHONE 33.05

TOTAL 734.02

9.2 Any matter urgent because of risk or health and safety
Cllr Rolfe advised that the caretaker for the pavilion had reported that an drainage inspection cover to the rear 
of the building had been dislodged and was in a dangerous condition. Anglian Water were called and attended 
the same evening and made the area safe. They contacted Cllr Rolfe the next morning to say that it was inside 
the boundary and therefore the resposibility of the landowner namely SCDC. The response to a phone call to 
SCDC land surveyors resulted in the advice that, as we had been leasing the land for around forty years, it was 
our responsibility. When it was explained that the drain didn't appear to be in use (it almost certainly fed from 
the redundant shower room) it was suggested that it could simply be filled in. This information was passed to 
the pavilion caretaker who was going to run all the taps and that, if it was in fact redundant, the inspection 
chamber would be filled in and grassed over. It will be inspected again in the near future to check its condition.

10. Member's reports and any items needing consideration
10.1 Coalition of Parish Councils – no report
10.2 Highways  still awaiting confirmation of a start date for completion of second phase of High Street verge
10.3 Allotments (LR) – no report
10.4 Tree Warden – no report
10.5 Footpaths/Bridleways – no report
10.6 Play area & equipment inspection – Frank Haxton's report included the problem with the Wobbly 
Bridge which Wicksteed had been unable to repair but intended to return to complete the job next month. The 
BMX track needed attention as there were a number of holes dug by animals. Buchans were to be asked 
whether they could reinstate and regrass the area. The loose netting on the cricket nets is a danger to children 
who could get caught up in them. Cllr Jaggers would report back to the Sports Club to get them made safe. It 
was suggested that RPM should be asked to inspect the framwork of the half-pipe to see what repairs or 
rebuilding is required. There are a lot of broad-leaf weeds coming up on Broadway play area. Buchans are to be 
asked to spray accordingly as soon as possible. The footpath from Alms Hill to the Jubilee playing field beside 
the Lalbagh is becoming dangerous and it was recommended that it be closed off. The wall at the rear of the 
restaurant is in danger of collapse. This footpatch is the responsibility of CCC who are to be informed..
10.7 Bourn PC successes to note – the success of the Speedwatch sessions

The meeting was closed at 10.20pm


