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The Parish Council has strived throughout the past year to provide residents with the best

services possible at a local level.

The primary source of income for Lynemouth Parish Council comes from the precept,

which is a local tax collected by Northumberland County Council on behalf of the Parish.

This money is required to run our Council and pays to maintain and improve the

facilities, activities, events and services that we provide. The precept for 2021-22 was

£31000 and represented no increase for households from the previous year. For the

coming year (2022-23) Lynemouth Parish Council, mindful of the cost of living crisis faced

by many families, has maintained the status quo for residents payments (0% increase).

Because of a falling tax base (the average number of band D equivalent properties within

the Parish) this has resulted in a smaller precept amount of £29785, but the Parish

Council will nevertheless endeavour to maintain its current plan of community priorities.

Other elements of the council tax bill over which the Parish Council has no influence –

charges levied by Northumberland County Council, the Social Care Charge and Police

Authority charge have risen by an average of 4.1%.

The Council’s vision is to work with the community to protect and improve the social and

environmental well-being of our village and the lives of all who live and work here. We

continue to monitor our expenditure, and examine very closely how and where we spend

money. Every project is considered and evaluated in terms of cost-effectiveness, and

benefit to the community at large.

We continue to maintain and improve the area along Barrons Walk, ensuring it remains

accessible and enjoyable for all residents. The Parish Council, with a view to improving

environmental conditions within the parish, has funded a Street Cleanser/Litter Picker on

a part-time basis.



The Parish Council recognises the importance of creating strong links with our young

people and we work to improve community awareness and involvement by strongly

promoting the Lynemouth Council Award for Citizenship in conjunction with our local

schools, William Leech Primary and Duke’s Secondary. Councillor Dave Cotton continues

to liaise closely with Duke’s School and MW Design to progress the art project started by

the children of our village. The 2020 and 2021 awards were presented to AARON

CAPPLEMAN and BEN ADAMSON, with their Flags for Lynemouth designs now adding

colour to the bus stop nearest the Tute.

Children from William Leech Primary helped us all celebrate Christmas by once again

performing their now customary Carols by Candlelight through the village (such a miss

during the pandemic!). The Council is committed to improving the festive lights

programme and we thank LYNEMOUTH PHARMACY who generously sponsored 4ft

artificial Christmas trees with LED lights on their premises. LYNEMOUTH MINERS

WELFARE INSTITUTE (the “tute”) showed fantastic community spirit once again by

opening their doors and providing refreshments for all.

Our mining heritage has always been important to us. In 1921 the Ashington Coal

Company began building a “modern mining village” and to commemorate this landmark

the Parish Council has renovated the land formerly occupied by the old scouts hut, into a

Centennial Nature Garden. The garden also acknowledges however how times are

changing and how we have to adapt to new ways of power and energy production.

Sincere thanks go to Scottish Power Renewables who funded this project. We hope this

garden will be a source of enjoyment and tranquility for all our residents for many years

to come.

The Parish Council provides allotments which are operated on a break even basis, in that

each allotment holder pays a fee for their plot, and the Councils maintenance of the site

approximates to the rent received. We will resume the annual allotment competition for

best horticultural garden again this year, with the winner being awarded the Allan Dixon

Trophy.

The Council regularly receives requests from charities and other organisations for

donations and during the year grants money towards activities which are considered “to

bring direct benefit to the area or any part of it or all or some of its inhabitants”. This



year we are pleased to have once again been able to support The Lynemouth Children's

Gala which after an absence of two years is set to come back bigger and better on 4th

June this year. We have also supported the Great North Air Ambulance, Age UK

Northumberland, Citizens Advice , Lynemouth Day Centre, the Merchant Navy Welfare

Board and Bacmans Community. The Parish Council, along with CELL Big Local, also

made a significant contribution to help fund the new children’s playground currently being

built in the grounds of Lynemouth Recreation Ground.

Our 2021 Annual Remembrance Day Service was well attended by veterans, serving

military personnel, local organisations, and members of the public, all honouring and

remembering those who gave their lives for their country and did not return. We were

also proud to fly the flag for Merchant Navy Day on 3 September, in recognition of the

sacrifices made during the First and Second World War by the often forgotten men and

women of the Merchant Navy.

The Covid-19 pandemic has impacted severely on our lives but we are slowly returning to

some sort of normality. Over the coming weeks and months it is still vital that as a

community we help each other as best we can to get through what is still for many a time

of anxiety and uncertainty and with this in mind, the Parish Council continues to liaise

closely with the County Council, local community groups and volunteers to help support

residents.

I would like to thank all Councillors, past and present, for their input and contribution.

The position of Parish Councillor is unpaid and no remuneration is received by any of the

members. Parish Councillors give their time freely in an effort to contribute to the

well-being of our village.

Thanks also to Keith, our Parish Clerk, who provides this Council with independent,

objective and professional advice and support, and to Steven Common and Dave

Johnson, who work extremely hard in an attempt to make a  real difference to the village.

Chair


