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The history and survey of Sròn Mallanach settlement in Argyll. 

Alistair McIntyre (History) and Tam Ward (Archaeology) 

Abstract 

A typical West Highland abandoned settlement was partially surveyed as part of North Clyde 

Archaeological Society [NCAS] fieldwork projects, and its history as far as is known is given. 

Introduction 

Sròn Mallanach settlement is located at NS 25280 96622 (northern group) and NS 25324 

96452 (southerly group), the site is given on OS maps and is on Explorer 364, Loch Lomond 

North, 1: 25,000 series. It is located at 100m OD and lies at the south western end a 

prominent ridge aligned NE/SW on the flank of Sron Mallanach, it overlooks the eastern 

shores of Loch Long. The site is within MOD land. 

The 1st Ed OS map surveyed in 1860 and published in 1864 gives “Stronmallanach”, but 

only the northern part of the site (Fig 3). It shows an access from the north and west sides, the 

site being on a bend on the road. 

It is one of a series of such settlements in the area of interest of NCAS which the Society 

hope to investigate further by excavation and establish the true nature and date of such sites 

in this part of Argyll.  Several other comparable sites along the eastern shore of Loch Long 

were also surveyed courtesy of MOD (Pl’s 1 & 2). 

Sròn Mallanach lies within an area of commercial woodlands, however, and unfortunately, 

the site is covered in a tangle of windblown trees, making access extremely difficult. 

The three buildings of the northerly group (Pl 1) lie surrounded in fallen trees with No’s 1 

and 2 in a small clearing, while No 3 is covered with fallen trees. 

The three buildings are given here as No’s 1 -3, counting from the north; No 1 being the most 

extant, followed by the scant remains of No 2 and the enigmatic No 3. 

The buildings. Pl’s 1 - 3 and Fig’s 1 & 3. 

B1 (Fig 1) measures in total 16m by 5.5m, the walls survive in two places only to a height of 

2m and they are all 0.6m thick. A single chamber measuring 5.9m by 4.3m has an entrance in 

one long wall and an aumbry (Pl’s 4 & 5) measuring 0.5m wide and with a lintel, in the south 

gable where the external wall height survives to 2m. A chamber measuring just over 2m in 

width has a doorway (Pl 6) of 0.75m width, this may have been a byre for a single animal. At 
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the northern end another chamber is 6m long, it has one side of an entrance showing 1.5m 

from the gable end. 

Lying within the root system of fallen trees beside B1 (Pl 7) were ceramic and glass sherds 

(Pl 21). For the most part the pottery sherds date to the first half of the 19
th

 century with 

several pieces having direct affinity with pottery recovered from the Millbrae excavations 

near Rosneath (Ward & McIntyre 2017 and Ward 2017). One pattern type is known as 

‘Fibre’, blue and white transfer printed and spongeware is represented, another style is ‘grass 

edge’ found here in both green and blue colours. Parts of a red earthen ware butter crock with 

dark brown internal and external glaze were found. Most importantly a single piece of 18
th

 

century red earthenware Staffordshire type slip ware was found. The base of a free blown 

black bottle (beer and early 19
th

 C) and another for a moulded aqua bottle of slightly later 

date was probably a whisky bottle. Clear window glass dates to the 19
th

 C but a single thinner 

sherd may be 18
th

 C. Sherds of 19
th

 C plant pots were also found. Two lumps of calcined flint 

indicate that liming of nearby fields was being done. 

B2 Measures 11m by 5.5m, the two gables are best preserved being up to 2m in height, the 

long walls are almost gone, there are no other details apart from the wall thickness of 0.6m. 

B3 (Fig’s 2 & 3) (Pl’s 8 & 9) is covered with fallen trees, branches of which were removed to 

give limited access to the building. It comprises of two compartments each with a narrow 

entrance of 0.8m, each chamber is 1.8m by 3m and one has its outer wall extending for 1m. 

The external walls are c0.8m thick while the internal division is 0.5m thick. Running straight 

off from one room is the remains of a stone wall which is 11.5m long to where it turns at a 

right angle across the hill face for about 20m, the terminal is close to B2, however the wall is 

totally smothered in fallen trees. Running down at an angle from the corner of the building to 

the edge of a precipice is an 11m length of walling, these walls are given as an enclosure on 

1
st
 Ed OS map (Fig 3). Lying within one chamber is a cast iron trough (Pl 8) which is 

composed of two right angles 0.5m long and 0.25m deep, the third side is rounded with a 

75mm pipe which has fixing lugs at each end. The date of this object which is a feeding 

trough is unknown. Running down at an angle from the corner of the building to the edge of a 

precipice is an 11m length of walling which is part of the enclosure (see Fig 3).  

 

 

Pl 1. Close up of location. See Pl 3. Pl 2. Location of rock cut bowl. 
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Fig 1. Plan of the northerly building. 

 

Pl 3. Showing locations of various sites under investigation.                Fig 2. Building No 

3. 
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Pl 4. B1 showing aumbry in house? Pl 5. B1 showing aumbry position in SW 

corner of house? With B2 beyond to right. 

 

  
Pl 6. B1 showing entrance to small central 

chamber, a byre? 

Pl 7. Looking east over B1 to fallen trees 

with wall in front. Pottery found in trees. 

 

  
Pl 8. Feeding trough in B3. Pl 9. Showing fallen trees over B3. 

 

A trackway connects the two locations of Glen Mallan, but like the rest of the site it is 

covered in fallen trees. Also, lying downhill and SW from the site; all of which is between 

100 and 110m OD, is another track seen zig zagging up through the mature trees, showing 

that access to the shoreline was available.  
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Fig 3. 1
st
 Ed OS map of 1860 showing north part of site only, also the enclosure 

currently only partially visible to the north of B3.  

 

Fig 4. –map of --- showing a single road leading down to the northern part of the site 

showing B1(?) and the enclosure. 
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Moss was cleared from an outcropping rock to the west of B2 to reveal a bowl cut into the 

schist stone, this was known from previous surveys, (Baker in Canmore 1993). 

The bowl lies only 6m (NS 25264 96610) from the SW corner of B2 and is located at the 

southern end of a long outcrop of rock given on Fig 3. The bowl is 275mm in diameter at its 

upper edge and 250mm deep in total. The rough sides descend and taper in to a 75mm 

diameter by >30mm deep ‘hole’ at the base where the edges expand as an ‘undercut’ up to 

30mm. The capacity of the entire feature was measured with water, filled to the brim, and is 

5.5litres.   

  
Pl 10. Rock cut bowl and B2 + B1 beyond. Pl 11. Detail of rock cut bowl. 

The three buildings of the southerly group (Pl’s 1 & 2 and Fig 4) lie surrounded and for the 

most part covered in fallen trees. 

Numbered here B4, B5 and B6 (Pl’s 1 & 2 and 12-16). 

B4 (Pl 12) is the only building not to have trees over it, measuring 9m by 5.5m overall, it has 

a centrally positioned entrance on the long wall facing B5. Outside and adjacent the entrance 

there is an external rebuild of walling, possibly a revetment. The walls are c0.7m thick and 

stand to c2m at their highest point at the southern gable. In the root system of a windblown 

tree beside B4 a sherd of 19
th

 C red earthenware pottery was found, it has cream glaze on the 

internal surface only, the sherd will have come from a butter crock. 

B5 (Pl’s 12 & 13) lies parallel with B4 and they are 4m apart. B5 measures 12.2m by 4.5m 

wide in total, the walls are 0.5m thick. It is built in two phases; the northerly building is 8m in 

total length and an entrance is located 3.5m from the NE corner. A chamber was added at the 

south end it measures approximately 4.5m square and has an entrance in the wall facing B4. 

Inside there is a platform like construction of about 0.5m high and forming an alcove? Beside 

it. 

B6 (Pl’s 14 - 16) is a combined building and kiln. The building measures 9m by 4m 

internally, with walls 0.7m thick. The NW corner of B6 is collapsed with only rubble being 

visible in this survey. An entrance is located on the south long wall. A square structure 

measuring 1.5m externally and 1m internally is built against to SW of the chamber (Pl 16). 

Abutting the west end there is a particularly large kiln (assumed to be a corn kiln). The 

circular bowl measures 2.7m in diameter and 1.5m deep, but there is a c1m wide flat top to 
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most of the circumference of the feature, excepting on the south side where the kiln wall is 

built to abut the south wall of the building. On the south side the bank slopes down for 3m 

and the kiln is over 2m high at this point, while on the opposite side the external height is 

0.5m. The flue is assumed to be located on the west side. 

Between B4 and the kiln is a round topped bank of c2m wide by >1m high.   

  
Pl’s 12 & 13. Looking over B4 to B5 

entrance before clearing trees. 

The same view after some clearance of 

branches. 

 

  
Pl 14. Showing the kiln cleared of moss, 

B6 lies on the right-hand side. 

Pl 15. Looking directly into B6 from the 

kiln! Compare the tree in each pic. 
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Fig 4. The southerly group of buildings. 

 

Pl 16. The square structure within B6, 

looking over the gable wall into the kiln. 
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Lying on the steep slope above the overall site and near the terminal of a forestry road there is 

a substantially built stone head dyke. 

History 

                                     STRONMALLANACH TIMELINE 

 

The name “Stronmallanach “, as with so many other old farming settlements in the area, is 

derived from Gaelic.  “Stron” means a projecting point, or nose, but the “mallanach” part is 

uncertain: it may possibly refer to bare terrain. The remains of the settlement as they stand 

comprise two distinct sets of buildings separated by about two to three hundred metres and 

joined by a track. The Stronemallanach name seems to have been applied to both without 

distinction.  

      It should be pointed out that towards the end of the period of habitation there arose a 

potential source of confusion over who was actually living at the site. The settlement under 

study is up on the braes well above Loch Long, but with the building of the lochside highway 

around 1777, a number of habitations were in the course of time built by the roadside. One 

such building was Strone Tollhouse, built in 1829, and replacing the pre-existing one at 

Morelaggan. As revealed by the census from 1841 onwards, as well as other sources, there 

were by that time several lochside cottages with names like “Stronmallanach”, “Strone”, and 

“Strone Cottage(s)- see also the appended map extract, based on the O.S. Survey of 1860 

(Copyright O.S.) 

         The potential for confusion with the hillside settlement is thus apparent. To compound 

the problem, a number of the roadside homes housed agricultural workers. Fortunately, the 

census reports of 1841 and 1861 specifically identify the farm, but the 1851 census is vaguer, 

and so has not been quoted in this account, in order to avoid purveying erroneous 

information.    

 

1590's   The settlement is given as STRONVALERACH on Timothy Pont's map, and is 

depicted with commendable accuracy.  

 

1599 Deed of renunciation by Patrick McAwslane of Caldenache in favour of Sir Alexander 

Colquhoun of Luss of his claim to 2/3 of STRONMALEROCHE, Parish of Rosneath, Barony 

of Luss, in return for payment by Sir Alexander of 200 merks (Caldenoch, or Culanach, the 

subject of a separate report, is little more than a mile away) (Luss Estates papers, deed box 7) 

 

1639    Proposals for the formation of a new parish, namely that of Row (Rhu)......noted that 

among the lands in the Parish of Rosneath owned by the Laird of Luss is 

STRONEMALLOCH 

                                                                                                               (Fraser: Chiefs of 

Colquhoun) 

 

1694   Hearth Tax returns for Row Parish list names of persons with hearths, but 

unfortunately do not give locations. Glasgow-based Norman Easton, whose great grandfather 

(times 5), Patrick McInturner, was the tenant at Tombuie, has argued convincingly that in fact 

the list appears to form a progression, working southwards from the northern extremity of the 

Parish.  If so then Stronmallanach might well appear just before the entry for Tombuie, in 

which case the tenant might be a John McIllheinch, with 1 hearth. However, this is somewhat 

speculative. 
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                    (Hearth Tax analysis, with a letter by Norman Easton to Eoin Ross, 10/5/2001) 

 

1761 Duncan McFarlane and Kathrine Cowan, spouses in Stronmallanach, have son (s.) 

Andrew 

  (Row Old Parish Registers, 1760-1854. Undernoted births are similarly taken from these 

Registers) 

 

1763 Malcolm McFarlane and Nanny Cameron, spouses, have a daughter (d.) Kathrin 

 

1765 Malcolm McFarlane and Nanny Cameron, spouses, have a d. Christin 

 

1768 John McEon and Mary Crawford, spouses, have a d. Christin 

 

1770 Malcolm McFarlane and Nanny Cameron, spouses, have a s. Donald 

 

1772 Duncan McAlpine and Ann Campbell, spouses, have a s, Patrick 

 

1774 Gregor McGregor and Mary McDougall, spouses, have a s. Malcolm 

 

1774 Duncan McAlpine and Ann Campbell, spouses, have a s. John 

 

1776 John Monro and Mary Sinclair, spouses, have a d. Christin 

 

1776 Duncan McGregor and Ann Campbell, spouses, have a s. Duncan 

 

1776   The make-up of STROIN MALANACH Farm is given as: -  

            Croft- 5 acres; Outfield- 38.2 acres; Oak Wood- 22.4 acres; Birch/Alder- 9 acres;  

            Sheep Pasture- 376.25 acres (Inventory of Farms on Luss Estates) 

 

1781 Gregor McGregor and Kathrine McFarlane, spouses, have twins, Margaret and Janet 

 

1791 John McLeod and Mary McDonald, spouses from Glenelg, and at Stronmallanach, then 

Tombuie from March 1791, have a s. Donald, April 1791 

 

1794 Duncan McNichol, shepherd with Duncan McGregor, Stronmallanach, and Elizabeth 

Mcleod, Little Balernaig, had a natural s. Alexander 

 

1795 Robert McGregor and Mary Fraser, spouses, had a s. Alexander 

 

1799 Robert McGregor and Mary Fraser, spouses, have a d. Suzanna Campbell 

 

1804 Robert McGregor and Jean McLaren, spouses, have a d. Isabell 

 

1810 Peter McGregor and Mary McLean, spouses, have a s. Duncan 

 

1812 Thomas McFarlane and Lillie Rose, spouses, have a d. Mary 

 

1813 Peter McGregor and Mary Mclean, spouses, have a d. Zella 

 

1814 Rental of Stronmallanach given as £100 (Rental of the Parish of Row, 1814) 
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1816 Peter McGregor and Mary McLean, spouses, have a s. John 

 

1819 Peter McGregor and Mary McLean, spouses, have a s. Peter.  

 

1821 Peter Clark and Mary McFarlane, spouses, have a d. Elizabeth 

 

1826 Dugald McBean and Janet Buchanan, spouses, have twins, Christine and Catherine. 

 

1828 Dugald McBean and Janet Buchanan, spouses, have a d. Mary 

 

1835 Duncan Munro, shoemaker, Portincaple, and Flora, d. of Duncan Smith, farmer     

          Stronmallanach, spouses, have d. Catherine 

 

1840 Ronald McDonald, mason, Helensburgh, and Isabella McGregor, d. of Robert 

McGregor,  

          farmer, Sronemallanach, spouses, have a d. Jane. 

 

 

1841 Listed as present at “Strone Farm” are: 

          Peter McGregor (65) farmer; Mary McGregor, wife, and children Zillah (24) and Peter 

(22). 

          Also listed are William Taylor (11) and Dugald Thomson (1). A separate household, 

also  

         given as part of Strone farm, comprises: John McLean (60), farmer; Betsy Downie (35), 

         female servant, and Anne Rose (15), female servant.                                      (Census of 

1841) 

 

1851 As mentioned at the outset of this account, this Census does not specifically identify the 

          farm, and so is not quoted in this account. It is possible that the reason for this is that 

the farm 

          was not occupied at the time, though unoccupied houses are usually identified as “U”. 

That 

         does not necessarily mean that farming work was not being carried out: no less than five 

          households by the lochside below had agricultural workers listed as among the 

occupants. It  

          must be supposed that several at least were employed at Stronmallanach Farm, perhaps 

on a  

          seasonal, or even a casual, basis. 

                                                                                                                                  (Census of 

1851) 

1860 The Ordnance Survey Name Book describes Stronmallanach as a “poor dwelling, 

formerly a 

          farmhouse.” Note that, by comparison, a modern, mortar-built shepherd's cottage of the 

          period would typically be described as an “inferior dwelling”, while the larger cottage 

or villa 

          built for purchase would be described as “superior dwelling”. A “poor” dwelling was 

the 

          bottom of the three categories.     

          The 1
st
 edition of the O.S. Map of the area (published in1865, but surveyed in 1860) 
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shows 

          only one roofed building at the site. 

 

1861 Recorded at the site is John McLean (83), retired farmer, the only occupant.                  

(Census of 1861) 

 

1871   There is no mention in the Census of that year, and so Strone/ Stronmallanach Farm 

can  

           be said with some confidence to have become uninhabited, probably uninhabitable, in 

the  

           interim. Two roadside households do however have one agricultural worker each 

among 

           their occupants. 

 

c.1955 The present writer recalls crossing the hillside some way above the settlement, and 

coming 

            across an old iron plough lying forlornly on the sward, as if waiting till eternity for 

            ploughman and horse to come along and shackle up at any minute.  It was a poignant  

           spectacle.  Although there were no obvious signs of cultivation, the scene bore mute 

witness 

           to the fact that this land was once under the plough.   

 

1970's- In the wake of the 1960's construction of an Admirality depot at Glen Douglas, the  

            associated emplacement of Glenmallan Jetty, and the subsequent extension of the 

MOD  

             military training area, the hillsides around the old settlement are planted with 

            conifers 

 

2000's Several big storms topple many of the conifers, domino-style, with the result that 

            access to the site has become challenging, while the buildings and associated 

structures have 

            suffered damage. It can only be hoped that future management, including tree 

harvesting,  

            can be done in such a way as to protect what remains.  

 

 

                                              ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Stronmallanach can be described as a fairly typical farming settlement of its time and place. 

As with many others, its location is on the braes, rather than by the lochside. This brought a 

number of advantages, including convenient access to open areas of land suitable for 

cultivation, aided by the good drainage resulting from the generally sloping ground, and the 

warmth afforded by a setting which faced to the south and west. 

           As mentioned earlier, the site is characterised by the existence of two sets of buildings 

separated by several hundred metres but joined by a track. Almost certainly, both comprised 

farms:  The Census of 1841 refers to two farmers. It seems reasonable to suppose they 

worked in co-operation, perhaps as a joint tenancy. While records go back to the late 16
th

 

century, there is the suspicion that, as with a number of others, the site could go further back 

in time. While the present ruins are in stone, there is of course the likelihood that the original 

buildings would have been built of turf, in common with many of these old settlements. 
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Whether or not the original settlement extended to two sites is unknown.  

          One functional puzzle concerns the vital matter of water supply: with both sets of 

buildings more or less on the main ridge, there is no stream nearby, so where did the supply 

come from? Was there a well? Quite possibly the only hope of providing answers to this and 

other questions would stem from archaeological investigation. 

           As far as the demise of the settlement is concerned, it could well be supposed that this 

was inevitable, if only because it was well removed from the lochside highway, from which 

there is a sharp climb.  However, Stronmallanach was not quite as cut-off as it might seem: 

the O.S. Map of 1860 shows clearly a roadway or track from the site extending up through 

Glen Mallan to Glen Douglas, where it joins the route through the latter. In addition, there 

would undoubtedly have been tracks linking up to other places. That stated, the difficulties of 

transporting building materials to the site for upgrade to a modern, mortar-built farmhouse, 

would have been significant. In a sense, the surprise is that the settlement survived as long as 

it did.  

        There is something of a puzzle in explaining the presence of so many agricultural 

workers at the lochside cottages in the early Census returns. The Luss Estates survey from 

1776 quoted in the timeline shows that even by that date, much of the ground comprising 

Stronmallanach was already being used for the grazing of sheep: at best some 43 acres would 

have been available for other agricultural use. Yet, as referred to in the timeline above, the 

Census of 1841 demonstrates that 4 households down by the highway had between them no 

less than 9 agricultural workers present. These were over and above those actually residing at 

the two farms. In relative terms, sheep farming was not labour intensive. There would have 

been a need for more hands where arable farming was being pursued, but it is still hard to see 

how so many could have been utilised at Stronmallanach. Some might have found work at 

neighbouring farms, but even so, there would have been limits. Perhaps some people eked a 

living from agriculture mixed in with other work, e.g. fishing, forestry and road maintenance.  

By the time of the 1861 Census, though, the total of agricultural workers in the same locality 

was down to two.  

       At some subsequent date, and certainly by the turn of the 20
th

 Century, the whole of the 

hill extending from Stronmallanach to Glen Douglas was being run as part of one sheep farm, 

which also extended to the west flank of the hill to the east (Cruach an-t Sithean), the whole 

being worked by one farmer and two shepherds.  

 

                        STRONMALLANACH AND THE MACGREGOR FAMILY 
 

It is often the case that an account derived from extant records and “official “sources can 

come across as somewhat dull and lacking in colour, with little in the way of “human 

interest”. The following account centres on one family who lived at Stronmallanach, the 

MacGregors, the hope being that it helps convey a flavour of real people and their ups and 

downs.  

        At Faslane Cemetery, there is a headstone which bears the inscription: - 

“Here lyes the remains of Ann Campbell, spouse of Duncan McGregor, tacksman of Strone 

Mallanoch, died 2
nd

 March 1776, aged 30 years. This stone erected by Peter McGregor, 

gardener, Glenmallan, to the memory of his father, Peter McGregor, farmer Stronemallanoch 

died 22
nd

 September 1847 aged 76 years, his spouse Mary McLean died 23
rd

 February 1852 

aged 72 years, their son Duncan, late manager of La Bonne Intention Estate, Demerara, died 

July 1844 aged 33 years. Their daughter Zillah died 28
th

 February 1850 aged 37 years. Their 

grandchildren, son and daughter of Peter McGregor, Glenmallan. Catherine, died 29
th

 July 

1862 aged 5 ½ years. Peter, died 5
th

 August 1862 aged 7 ½ years. Peter McGregor, 

Glenmallan, died 24
th

 June 1895 aged 75 years. Also, his wife, Elizabeth Rue, died 16
th

 May 
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1908 aged 88 years”. 

(Note that “tacksman” was normal terminology at the time for a farmer leasing a substantial 

tract of land. In analysing the information contained here, the assumption has been made that 

Duncan McGregor and Ann Campbell were the grandparents of the Peter McGregor who 

raised the headstone, but it has not been possible to absolutely confirm this from records 

sourced) 

               Curiously, although Ann is clearly buried at Faslane, there is no mention of 

Duncan's interment. The Old Parish Registers for Row (Rhu) reveal that Ann Campbell, 

Duncan's spouse, gave birth to a son, Duncan, in March 1776, which coincides with the date 

of her death on the headstone. It looks as though, sadly, she may well have died in childbirth, 

or soon after.  Duncan, the father, was evidently still at Stronmallanach in 1795 (see timeline 

entry for that year) 

         As can also be seen from the timeline, there were other McGregors living at 

Stronmallanach at this period. Although it remains unproven, it may well be that they were 

related. Interestingly, whether or not that was the case, one of the couples, Gregor McGregor 

and Mary McDougall seems to have moved from Stronmallanach to Stuckiedow, in Glen 

Fruin not long before Ann Campbell's death, and they had several children there in the 1770's 

and 1780's. Stuckiedow has been the subject of a separate survey and report. 

        Peter senior appears to have been quite a colourful personality.  It is clear from the Old 

Parish Registers that he incurred the annoyance of the minister at Row for not reporting the 

births of Zillah (1813), John (1816) Peter (1819) until long after the events. As well as 

running the farm, it seems that he also operated an illicit still. An anonymous article 

published in the “Lennox Herald” newspaper of 11 November 1899 states: - 

“.... At the beginning of the century, at the break of dawn., one might have seen small spirals 

of smoke arising from the head of a number of small glens which intersect the steep sides of 

Loch Long on either side- these proceeded from “sma' stills” which snugly, and to a large 

extent, safely, carried on their business.........Around 40 years ago, a revenue officer was with 

2 assistants based at Arrochar. The reason for their presence there was not so much 

smuggling as shebeening. The officer was in the habit of receiving anonymous letters giving 

false or misleading information about smuggling dens. A lot of them were written by one 

person. All letters at that time had to be given in by hand for posting. The officers decided to 

pay a visit to the sender, who was traced to High Murligan (Morlaggan), near Arrochar. They 

searched there in vain for a while, but eventually one of them spotted a suspicious-looking 

drain at the back of the house- most unusually, it ran into the gable of the building. On 

inspection, they discovered the low end of the drain in a wood, the smoke being led along the 

“drain” and into the kitchen chimney. 

         “When Arrochar House was an inn, the proprietor was in the habit of taking an 

occasional keg from the grandfather of the writer. Sometimes the clergy had some sympathy 

with the illicit operations. On one occasion, the revenue officers had mustered at Arrochar 

with the intention of making an elaborate search. Mr Proudfoot, the minister at Arrochar had 

wind of this plan. Knowing that Peter McGregor at Glenmallan had a sma' still there, he sent 

his servant girl down the road to give warning that the rangers were coming. When the 

rangers got that length, they found nothing. That servant girl was the respondent's wife's 

mother. 

         “One night, Peter McGregor went along to Murligan for a jar at a “kirstin 

“(christening). On his way home in the early morning, he heard a mavis singing. The bird 

sang in Gaelic, but in English its message was “Take a taste Peter, take a taste Peter”. So, 

Peter took a taste out of the jar. Again, and again, the bird's song had the same tale, on which 

he again acted. Only on reaching home did he discover that the stick on his shoulder now 

supported only the handle of a jar!” 
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(Peter Proudfoot was minister at Arrochar 1817-1843. It is possible that people like him 

might have had some sympathy with the illegal distillers because he could see they needed 

the extra income to help make ends meet. The mavis, or song thrush, is characterised by a 

repertoire in which each melodic phrase is repeated before moving on to the next one) 

           As seen from the timeline, one of Peter's children was called “Zillah”, a name from the 

Old Testament. She got into a spot of bother with a young man called Dugald Thomson, 

described as a tailor from Chriggans, Loch Goil Parish (Chriggans was a settlement close to 

the present Mark cottage, opposite Finnart). She appeared before Row (Rhu) Kirk Session in 

1839, when she was “with child”. Dugald Thomson, who had been required to attend, stated 

that he was working at Garelochhead when his brother informed him that Zillah was with 

child. He denied any responsibility. A witness, Betty Downie, described as a servant with 

Zillah McGregor's uncle, said she had met with Dugald Thomson at widow McVean's house. 

Also called as a witness was Peter McGregor, father of the pursuer. He stated that he recalled 

Thomson working for him at the time of the last harvest.  Zillah subsequently appeared 

before the Kirk Session again, in 1840. She had by then given birth, and now sought 

absolution.... this was granted.           (Row Kirk Session Records)  

      This episode may come over as mere salacious tittle-tattle, but it is a useful piece to quote 

for several reasons. It might easily be concluded that the role played by the Kirk Session was 

one of causing penitence and shame, but although that might well have been part of it, a 

primary aim of such exercises was to establish paternity. If the identity of the father could be 

confirmed, and if the parties involved would not, or could not agree to marry, the father 

would be required to provide financial support for the maintenance of the child. As can be 

seen from the timeline, the child was called Dugald Thomson, and was part of Peter 

Thomson's household at the time of the 1841 Census, as was Zillah herself.  

      Sadly, Zillah died young (37) in 1850. Just two years previously, she had married John 

Gray of Arrochar Parish, so hers was a short life with its full share of misfortune. The Census 

of 1851 shows that her son, Dugald was now part of the household of his Uncle, Peter 

McGregor junior, who was no longer living at the farm, but was instead employed as a 

gardener with Miss Drummond, an admiral's daughter, and proprietor of Glenmallan House. 

       The Kirk Session minutes also help shed some light on the relationship of the two 

farmers at Stronmallanach. Betty Downie, one of the witnesses, states that she was a servant 

with Zillah McGregor's uncle. The Census of 1841 shows that the farmer in question was 

John McLean. Evidently, then, John McLean was related to the other farmer, Peter 

McGregor, senior, whether through blood or marriage.  

      Yet another facet of the matter is that it helps shed light on the mobility of people in their 

search for work (or pleasure). Thus, we learn that Dugald Thomson had come over Loch 

Long, and had been employed at both Garelochhead and Stronmallanach, and that while 

described as a tailor, was evidently happy to turn his hand to farm work as well. Of course, 

some people were motivated enough to travel much further afield in the search for work-

witness the entry for 1791 in the timeline. 

       As related on the Faslane headstone, Zillah's elder brother, Duncan, also died young, 

being described as late manager of La Bonne Intention Estate in Demerara (now part of 

British Guyana).  When the name “Demerara” is mentioned, one immediately thinks of sugar, 

and indeed the estate in question was a sugar plantation. Further, it depended on slave labour, 

at least to begin with. However, slavery was abolished throughout the British Colonies in 

1833-34, and even if Duncan had been present at that date, he would have been in his early 

twenties, and unlikely to have been employed at senior level before that date. Even after the 

abolition of slavery in Demerara, there was a good deal of unrest, for example with strikes in 

the 1840's. The trouble affected La Bonne Intention Estate as well, though whether or not 

Duncan would have been involved is unclear. La Bonne Intention Estate continued to produce 
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sugar until as recently as 1987: the village of La Bonne Intention still exists. 

      Peter McGregor, junior, sought his livelihood closer to home, but not on the farm. He 

became gardener to Miss Drummond at Glenmallon House, a stylish Georgian villa built c. 

1820 for John Colquhoun, Sheriff of Dunbartonshire- it still stands, though empty. Peter, who 

was of course responsible for the erection of the Faslane headstone, married Elizabeth Rue, of 

Methven, in 1852- possibly she was also employed at Glenmallon House. Tragically, as the 

headstone shows, two of their children died very young- they did have at least two other 

children. Their home was at Glenmallan Lodge.  Strangely, although Elizabeth is still at 

Glenmallan in the Census returns for 1881 and 1891, Peter is not recorded as being present.  

Was he working out of the area, or is there another explanation? 

      Peter seems to have been highly regarded in the community: in the Ordnance Survey 

Name Book of 1860, he is mentioned in a number of places as one of the authorities 

consulted on local place-names.  He also made his mark in a perhaps unexpected way: he 

caught a record-breaking skate in Loch Long, in 1851, as reported in the contemporary press. 

The statistics are remarkable: length- 9 ft 2 inches, breadth- 7 ft 1 inch, weight-220 lb. The 

giant fish was described as the largest skate ever caught in Loch Long, and indeed in any of 

the sea-lochs within the Kyles of Bute.  

      The family thus made their mark in various ways, but it must surely be significant that 

latterly, the younger generation seemingly did not see their future at Stronmallanach Farm. 

Could they perhaps have seen that the writing was on the wall, as far as providing a viable 

means of livelihood was concerned? 

 

Discussion 

Building No 1 appears to be a house, a byre (in the middle) and a barn. It is not possible to 

interpret B2 on the available visible evidence, however, B3 appears only to fit the category of 

two pig sty’s, somewhat isolated from the other buildings, perhaps one serving each family of 

the site? 

B4 is likely to have been a house while B5 may have had another function. Judging by size 

B6 is also interpreted as a house with corn kiln attached. The kiln is a large one and begs the 

question – did it operate for both sets of buildings at Sròn Mallanach? And why was there 

such a need for a kiln of this size, unless large quantities of grain were being processed – and 

grown?  

Of particular interest is the rock cut basin, it is one of three now known in the locality; one 

was found in this survey work at Creagan Sithe while another, known for a long time, lies 

beside the road in Glen Douglas at a site known as Gartanfariad. They are compared and 

discussed here for convenience. Each of these bowls is slightly different in character and size 

but share the common denominator of being at a deserted settlement and having been cut into 

schist boulders in the case of Creagan Sithe (1) and Gartanfariad (2), but at Sron Mallanach 

(3), cut into nearby outcrop. The capacities of the bowls are No 1: 1.2litre, No 2: 4litres and 

No 3: 5.5litres. Each is different in shape, but all are circular at their upper sides, which 

descend as rough surfaces. In the case of No 1 a regular round-based bowl shape has been 

created; No 2 is a flat-bottomed bowl while No 3 is most irregular and is described above.  

Interpretations of their purpose seems to favour them being used as pot or bowl querns for 

grinding grain, although another possible use has been suggested for No 2 as a font to be used 

in christenings.  
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Now that three are known locally they are all given here for comparative purposes and the 

following is considered: 

Firstly, No 2, located on the upper surface of a rounded boulder appears to have been 

originally level at its upper edges, the boulder being now lying on sloping ground where it 

may have slipped since the bowl was used. No’s 1 and 3 both have their upper sides level. 

Their use as christening fonts is discounted here as there does not appear to be any traditional 

references to such activities, however, and as usual, absence of evidence cannot be cited as 

evidence of absence.  

Their use as querns seems more likely, however, that theory also carries some caveats; the 

sides of the bowls are not worn smooth as one may expect by continued use to grind or pound 

grain. Their capacities (Fig 5) are relatively minor compared to more conventional and semi 

portable pot querns which survive in large numbers in many parts of Scotland, the nearest and 

most recently discovered example being at Millbrae near Rosneath (Pl 20) (McIntyre & Ward 

ibid), where the volume is c6 litres within a smooth bowl formed in a sandstone block, and 

this example is, if anything on the small side regarding capacity.  

No’s 1 and 2 nevertheless could have been used to grind grain as they are more accessible 

bowl shapes, but No 3 tapers to a narrow bottom which has a sub base cut further down and 

within which the sides expand outwards making an extremely awkward profile for anything 

other than containing liquid. It is conjectured here that if the bowl was being used for 

pounding, a weakness in the stone at the basal level could have fractured to the shape as seen 

today, in other words the base broke through a less hard plane within the strata of the rock, all 

of which is entirely conjectural, as are all of the interpretations given in a struggle to 

understand what these mysterious bowls were made for. It is certain that they are not of 

natural origin but were made by people. 

   
Pl 17. Creagan Sithe.  

No 1. 

Pl 18. Gartanfariad. 

No 2. 

Pl 19. Sròn Mallanach.  

No 3. 
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Fig 5. Comparative schist rock cut bowls showing diversity of profiles. 

An almost identical rock cut bowl was found on a large schist rock at Balnakailly on Bute, 

this one also would have been immovable, making its use, as with the examples reported 

here, for external use only. Given the abundance of rocks, heavy but portable as seen built 

into walls, it seems strange not to have the bowls cut into one of those which could then be 

used indoors. The immovable bowls may have been intended for communal use, but one 

thing is certain, if they are bowl querns, they could only have been used in good weather 

conditions. The Gaelic name for these features is Clach Chnotainn. 

The range of occupation dates of the sites further complicates their possible period of use. It 

is feasible that the bowls were made and used during the medieval or early post medieval 

periods of the sites as is known from historical sources (see above for Sròn Mallanach), and 

therefore have nothing to do with later or final occupations. Another suggestion, perhaps 

extreme, would be that they are pre-historic in date and are relicts which have attracted some 

continuity of use of the locations, such an idea would only stand scrutiny if further early 

evidence was found on the sites. 
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Pl 20. The Millbrae sandstone ‘knocking stane’ or pot/bowl quern. 

The simple truth is that nothing can be stated with certainty regarding these rock cut bowl 

features, but further similar discoveries may yet enlighten on the subject.  

 

The finds 
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Pl 21. Showing selection of finds located in fallen tree roots beside B1. Mostly early 19
th

 C 

but the slip ware sherd (bottom centre) and salt glaze pot (right back) may be 18
th

 C. Also, 

two lumps of calcined flint (middle left) probably came as liming for land improvement. 

Flower pots (front left) are also represented. The assemblage is directly comparable with the 

recently excavated early 19
th

 century Millbrae Cottages, Rosneath (McIntyre & Ward ibid).  

Interestingly Sròn Mallanach has no running stream courses within 200m, the ground all 

around the sites during survey was very water logged, but that is unlikely to have been the 

case when the places were occupied. Lazy beds on the Loch Long sites appear to be absent, 

there may be rig and furrow in the vicinity, but woodlands make it near impossible to identify 

any.  

The final demise of the site is attested by both the few finds and the known historical data, 

this would place it in the first part of the 19
th

 century. However, the known history goes back 

to the end of the 16
th

 century with much occupation in the 17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries. This site 

above all the others in the project offers the greatest potential for further archaeological 

investigation.  

This survey was carried out under the most extreme conditions of access through fallen trees, 

some detail may therefore be absent in the survey. Considerable more detail was visible in 

1993 when F Baker surveyed the sites, the reports of which are given on Canmore (below). 

 

 

 

References 

Canmore ID 746248. NS29NE/1 

Canmore ID 748249. NS29NE/2 

Ward T & McIntyre A 2016. The excavation of early 19
th

 century cottages at Millbrae and 

the survey and excavation of various pre-historic sites at Rosneath Peninsula, Argyll. 

www.spanglefish.com/northclydearchaeologicalsociety.com 

 

Ward T 2017. Addendum excavations at Millbrae Cottages, 2017. 

www.spanglefish.com/northclydearchaeologicalsociety.com 

 

Acknowledgement 

 NCAS are grateful to Mr Ricky Mackenzie, Training Safety Officer, Greenfield Camp, 

MOD, for permission to carry out this survey on active MOD land. 

Addendum 

Catalogue of finds, pre-fix SM = Sròn Mallanach. 

Glass 

SM/G/1 Beer (black) bottle base, mould blown with deep kick. 

SM/G/2 Whisky (aqua) bottle base, mould blown with shallow kick. 

http://www.spanglefish.com/northclydearchaeologicalsociety.com
http://www.spanglefish.com/northclydearchaeologicalsociety.com
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SM/G/3 Sherds (3of) of aqua bottle glass. 

SM/G/4 Sherd of blue (medicine?) bottle. 

SM/G/5 Sherds (3of) 19
th

 C window glass. 

SM/G/6 Sherd of window glass = 18
th

 C? 

SM/G/7  Rim sherd of a clear-cut glass (sugar?) bowl. 

Pottery 

SM/Ce/1 Sherd of red earthenware Staffordshire type slip ware, brown glaze and yellow 

slip. 

SM/Ce/2 Base of stoneware bottle/jar with salt glaze, 18/19
th

 C? 

SM/Ce/3 Base of red earthenware crock, circa 140mm dia’, brown glaze both sides. 

SM/Ce/4 Rim (everted) sherds of red earthenware crock, brown glaze both sides, 2of.  

SM/Ce/5 Sherds of brown glaze Rockingham tea pot and lid 5 of. 

SM/Ce/6 Rim sherd of red earthenware bowl, white glaze internal.  

SM/Ce/7 Two rim sherds, one green, one blue, ‘grass edge’ pattern.  

SM/Ce/8 Four sherds brown/blue & white decoration. 

SM/Ce/9 Sherd sponge ware decoration, red & blue. 

SM/Ce/10 Two sherds ‘fibre’ decoration, from small tea cup. 

SM/Ce/11 Rim sherd blue and white transfer with plough scene. 

SM/Ce/12 Nine sherds of decorated bowl, green & red. 

SM/Ce/13 Ten assorted sherds of blue and white transfer printed and sponge. 

SM/Ce/14 Two sherds porcelain, decorated. 

SM/Ce/15 Assorted miscellaneous sherds and fragments, 21 of. 

SM/Ce/16 Six sherds of flower pots. 

Lithic samples 

SM/Li/1 Two chunks calcined flint. 

 

 


