
NORTH CLYDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
EXCURSION TO THE ANTONINE WALL, SATURDAY 28th SEPTEMBER 2013. 
 
On a bright and beautiful day we visited three sites on the short lived Roman frontier constructed on 
the orders of the Emperor Antoninus Pius and occupied by Roman troops from 142CE to the 160s. 
We also inspected a section of the "military way" – the road by which the wall was serviced from its 
south side. 
 
Although a few, higher status, stone buildings exist along the wall the main structure of the barrier 
itself was of turf and timber construction, standing on footings of stones, and most of its buildings 
were of similar materials. 
 
Bar Hill. 
 
Covering three acres Bar Hill is an average sized fort of the Antonine defensive system. It is a little 
unusual being freestanding, detached about thirty meters behind the wall. For some time the garrison 
of this post was provided by the large and highly regarded Cohort No.1, 'Baetasiorum' recruited from 
what is now the Netherlands. 
 

                     
 
 

          

 
THE WELL AT BAR HILL 



          
 

 
Rough Castle. 
 
At just one acre Rough Castle is one of the smaller forts but the remarkable state of preservation of its 
earthworks made it a highlight of the visit. Rough Castle has the additional appeal of having had some 
of its defensive 'lilia', small pit obstacles, excavated and preserved. These Roman equivalents of 
modern barbed wire or landmines probably existed along much of the length of the wall. A unit 
known to have served in the fort was, Cohort No.6 'Nerviorum' a workaday unit raised from what is 
now Belgium. A small human touch is that one of its commanders is known from a surviving 
inscription to have been the Centurion Flavius Betto. 
 

        

 

 

       

CAMPSIE FELLS FROM BAR HILL 

BANK AND DITCH AT ROUGH CASTLE 

UNDERSTANDING THE SITE DEFENSIVE PITS, OR 'LILIA' 



 

 

Seabegs. 
 
The small fortlet at Seabegs provides an example of the type of structure that was modified or replaced  
as decisions were made to stiffen the defences by increasing the number and size of forts thus 
increasing  the troop capacity of  wall. Although only about half the length of Hadrian's Wall the 
Antonine line was eventually more densely manned and was consequently expensive to maintain. 
This may have been one of the combination of factors which contributed to the shortness of its use as 
a frontier. 
 
The most notable feature at Seabegs is a well preserved section of the military way, the essential artery 
along which information, supplies and troops flowed to and fro along the frontier. 
 

        
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TREE AT ROUGH CASTLE WITH A DIFFERENT 
ANGLE ON THE SITE 



 

 
Another advantage of a visit to the wall is its position. As parts of a defended frontier, the posts on the 
Antonine Wall required good observation to their north. This means that fine views appear on clear 
days.  On the sections which we visited the Campsie Fells provided an exquisite backdrop. 
As can be seen, as well as being grand learning experiences, our excursions are also good opportunities 
for some harmless fun ! 

               
 

 

                

THE SITE AT SEABEGS IS WOODED 

WHAT'S THIS THEN? ROMAN PROTECTION 

HMMM..... SO THAT'S HOW IT WORKS 


