
Rowing Clubs Celebrate their Silver Jubilee

The rowing clubs of Minerva Bath and Alkmaar (ARZV) celebrated 25 years of competing 
against each other with a dead heat for the Challenge Shield. This was part of the gruelling 
6k AA Race on the North Holland Canal on 22nd April.

Minerva chairman, Elaine Hoyes, said “Our clubs are very proud of the friendships (including 
one marriage) we have forged and maintained over the 25 years. We have been visiting each 
other for so long now and competing for the Challenge Shield, we have had to buy a new one 
as the old one has run out of room for the future winners’ names!”

ARZV will return to Bath this September to continue the tradition of competition in what will 
still be their Silver Jubilee year. 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
WERE DUE ON 1 APRIL. 
PLEASE SEND A CHEQUE TO 
THE TREASURER OF YOUR 
ASSOCIATION.

£10 individual, 
£15 family and 
£30 organization 
(25% discount when 
joining more that one 
Association)

To join the Braunschweig 
Association contact our 
Secretary, Hilary Elms, 
Austonley, 208 Old Frome Road, 
Combe Down, Bath, BA2 5RH, 
telephone 01225 837790, 
email Hdelms@aol.com

Treasurer, Brian Wright, 
19 The Tyning, Widcombe, 
Bath, BA2 6AL

To join the Alkmaar 
Association contact our 
Secretary, Morag Cribb, Uplands, 
6 Bloomfield Drive, Bath, BA2 2BG, 
telephone 01225 833082, 
e-mail moragfox@tiscali.co.uk

Treasurer, Chris Hyde, 35 Green Park, 
Bath, BA1 1HZ, 
telephone 01225 8313362

To join the Aix-En-Provence 
Association contact the 
Secretary, Joy Berthoud, 
5 Lambridge, Bath, BA1 6BJ, 
telephone 01225 311482, 
email joy.berthoud@btinternet.com.

To join the Kaposvár 
Association contact the 
Secretary Valerie Inwood, 
5 Widcombe Crescent, Bath, BA2 6AH, 
telephone 01225 317285, 
e-mail valinwood@googlemail.com

Treasurer, Jim Cook, 1 Vale Lodge, 
Weston Park West, Bath, BA1 4AR, 
telephone 01225 311802, 
e-mail jandbcook@homecall.co.uk

__________Alkmaar

The Minerva veteran men’s coxed 4 crossing the finish line

40th Anniversary Celebrations

Members of the Anglo-German Association in Braunschweig and our Twinning Association 
celebrated the long links between Bath and Braunschweig at a Civic Reception in the Mayor’s 
Parlour last spring. This was hosted by the Deputy Mayor (2011-12) Councillor Marian 
McNeir. At a ceremony in the Brunswick Garden they unveiled a plaque commemorating 
the 40th anniversary of the Twinning Agreement. 

____Braunschweig



35th Anniversary
We are celebrating 35 years of twinning.  The main event 
will be a celebration with French music at Bath Royal 
Literary and Scientific Institution on 22nd September. 
We hope to welcome a group of twinning dignitaries 
from Aix, including the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jones 
and the President of the Twinning Association, Cosimo 
Giunta. All are welcome to join us.

Bridge Tournament
Eighteen eager Bridge players (pictured below) with 
three non-playing companions descended on Aix for their 
third visit to the city. To say we achieved great success 
at the three afternoon Bridge tournaments would be an 
over statement. However, short-comings were quickly 
forgotten given the hospitality of the three clubs we 
attended – cocktails and canapés being the order of the 
day. We also visited the 
Granat Museum for a 
special collection of 
Impressionist and modern 
paintings collected by M 
and Mme Planque, a town 
walk followed by a Civic 
Reception in the Pavilion 
de Vendome, and an olive 
oil and wine tasting in the 
village of Eguilles.

A return visit, which will 
be the sixth exchange, is 
planned for later this year.

International Twinning Conference
Our Chairman Marian McNeir, who was also Deputy 
Mayor, led a delegation to an International Conference 
in Aix from 13 – 16 November 2011.  There were three 
aspects under discussion: Transport and the Public Realm, 
Volunteering (the EU theme for 2011) and a culinary 
exchange.

There was also representation from Perugia, Tubingen, 
Pecs, Grenada and Coimbra with everyone working 
together in the true spirit of twinning. Many contacts 
were made and plans for the next EU funded conference 
in November 2012 are already underway.

The conference was very worthwhile and it seems to 
have been the most exciting event so far for all Aix’s 
twin cities.

The long standing sporting exchanges with Alkmaar 
continue in some strength. At Easter in late April 2011 
The Bath Dolphin Swimming Club sent 40 swimmers 
and helpers to Alkmaar. This is a twinning that goes 
back over 60 years and many swimmers from Bath have 
been across to Alkmaar and maintain these valuable 
links.

At the same time the Bath Judokwai Club hosted 35 
members of the Randers De Geus Jodo Club from 
Alkmaar. The weekend included various social events 
and also a “friendly” competition on the Sunday 
with five teams of nine players each. Club links were 
strengthened and the Bath club have been invited back 
next year. The Bath Judokwai has since participated in 
an International Tournament in Alkmaar sending two 
competitors in September. There were teams from six 
other European countries and one of the Bath team, 
Harry Godwin, won a silver medal. The Twinning 
Association was able to help with a grant for two of 
these events.

The Phoona Badminton Club of Alkmaar visited the 
Bath Sports Centre Badminton Club in May. They took 
part in a tournament at the Sports Centre as well as 
various social events and trips to the Roman Baths.

The longest twinning arrangement is between the Rotary 
Club of Bath and the Rotary Club of Alkmaar. This goes 
back to the 1940’s.

In May last year 22 members and partners travelled over, 
mostly to stay with old Rotary friends.

Included in the party was the Mayor of Alkmaar, Piet 
Bruinooge, whose wife is one of the Dutch Rotarians. 
Although travelling unofficially we were able to arrange 
for him to meet the Bath Mayor. The long standing 
friendships were renewed and a very enjoyable social 
and cultural weekend was enjoyed including a trip to the 
SS Great Britain. The Bath club will visit Alkmaar in 2013.

The Association is endeavouring to set up a link between 
the church of St Philip and St James in Odd Down and an 
evangelical church in Alkmaar.

On the 15th September 15 members of the Association 
were entertained to a Dutch Cheese Tasting evening at 
the Waitrose Supermarket in Bath. Staff at the store 
provided lots of cheese and other savouries together 
with information, wine and Dutch beer.

We would be pleased to welcome any new members 
and groups wishing to twin and to learn more about the 
Netherlands.

_________Aix-En-Provence



The Mayor (2011-12) Councillor Bryan Chalker was 
invited to Braunschweig to celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of the Twinning Agreement. He was accompanied by 
The Mayoress, Mrs Glenys Chalker, The Chairman of the 
Standing Committee of Charter Trustees, Councillor 
Gerry Curran and the Clerk to the Charter Trustees, 
Mrs Ann Tipper (pictured centre above).

The ceremony was held at Richmond Castle on 30 
September 2011, where The Mayor signed their ‘Golden 
Book’. The next day there were German-English prayers 
in Braunschweig Cathedral and a moving service outside 
by the statue of ‘The Bereaved’ and the English Rose.  This 
rose has been climbing the wall of the cathedral since the 
millennium year when it was planted on ‘England Day’ – 
4 June to commemorate 825 years of links between the 
cathedral and England.

Councillor Chalker’s Mayoral theme was ‘Bath’s Industrial 
Heritage’ and he drives an 38-year-old East German 
Trabant car so he was very interested in a tour of the 
Volkswagen ‘Car City’ museum next to their automobile 
factory in Wolfsburg and a visit to a former railway 
workshop. Another highlight was a ‘Moonlight Shopping’ 

evening where the shops stayed open and the mall was 
filled with displays from the Braunschweig Research 
Institutes.

The Anglo-German Association treated the delegation to 
a tour of the splendid Palace of Wolfenbüttel. There was 
a poignant reminder of Germany’s divided past at the 
former border with the GDR.

The visit coincided with a local Pétanque tournament 
and the last engagement was to cheer on the team from 
Bath (pictured below).

___________Braunschweig

Schools’ Exchange
Students from the Ricarda Huch and Kleine Burg schools in 
Braunschweig were welcomed to Bath with a Civic Reception in 
the Mayor’s Parlour, a walking tour of the city with the Mayor’s 
Guides and a visit to The Roman Baths.

The pupils were taking part in an exchange with King Edward’s 
School in September 2011.

This is a long-standing and successful programme involving pupils 
from the two twin cities.



The Bath Annual Charity Fair
In November was led with style by Cyd Lee-Fox who 
persuaded members and friends to donate their 
valuables, got all the goodies packed for transit to 
Bath’s Guildhall by 08.00am and with the help of 
Zsolt Siklodi managed to raise another princely sum 
for twinning activities.

Peter Metcalfe (centre), the Chairman of the Bath-
Kaposvár Twinning Association, with members of the 
Charity Fair is pictured below

Raising funds for KaposArt hospitality
Members and friends of the BKTA rattled the collection 
bucket to raise money so that we could give our KaposArt 
visitors a good time while they were with us in Bath.

The July Car Boot Sale at Lansdown Racecourse saw a 
beautiful sunrise at 0630. Zsuzsa and Phil Jenkins drove a 
loaded estate car and Rob Hardman (pictured below with 
our Secretary Valerie Inwood and member Gerry Curran) 
was already on site so we secured the pitch with folding 
tables. These were all laden with superb wares collected 
from so many generous sources. It could not have been 
more perfect as we basked under clear blue skies and had 
fun closing each sale with so many relaxed punters.

______________Kaposvár
KaposART Exhibition Highlights 

Bath Artists’ Studios in partnership with the BKTA 
welcomed our six friends from KaposArt for a week in 
September 2011 to exhibit their work at the Studio’s 
Gallery in Bath.

It was an exhilarating time for renewing old friendships 
and becoming acquainted with other artists who had 
never been to Bath before. They introduced us to 
a world of vibrant contemporary Hungarian art; all 
spectacularly shown in the excellent gallery space of 
Bath Artists’ Studios. The Mayor of Bath, Cllr Bryan 
Chalker came to open the exhibition and spent a 
lot of time talking to the Hungarian artists. He also 
took the opportunity to become acquainted with the 
venue and the success of this artistic community in 
the city.

Our visitorsalso became familiar with the founding 
co-operative principles of the Bath Artists’ Studios and met many of the 50 practising artists. Brian Elwell of BAS 
explained the intricacy of the UK art market, and this was brought to life by the diverse crowd who came to the 
very successful private view of the KaposArt exhibition. Bath’s Member of Parliament Don Foster gave a warm and 
informal welcome. This was followed by a most enjoyable ‘bring a dish’ supper. It was a great evening with plenty 
of food, wine and good company.

At the weekend a drawing workshop took place in the Gallery with students from Hayesfield Girls School and the 
City of Bath College, led by our member Rob Daru with help from Károly-Sándor Áron, one of the Hungarian artists. 
The students said that they had thoroughly enjoyed the workshop.

The week flashed past with the unstinting help of so many members of the twinning association; the hosting of at-
home informal suppers and the endless translation of English/Hungarian that allowed everyone to truly take part. 
There were hugs as they left showing the maturing of a link that augurs well for the people of Bath & Kaposvár.

The Mayor of Bath (2011-12) Councillor Bryan Chalker with 
Brian Elwell of Bath Artists’ Studio (to his left) at the opening 
of the KaposART Exhibition


