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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ST TUDY PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE CHAPEL SCHOOL ROOM 
AT 7PM on February 23rd, 2022  

 
Present at Meeting: Cllr. R. Clench (Chair),), Cllr. M. Straugheir (Vice-chair), Cllr. H. Mardon, 
Cllr. J. Lane, Cllr. T. Sandry, Cllr. G. Murrell, Cllr. R. Wood, Cllr. R. Wright, County Cllr. D. Fairman, 
Catherine Snelling (Clerk).  
 
The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7.00pm. 

Agenda item Discussion & decision made Action 

1. 
Declaration 
of Interest 

  Cllr. Straugheir declared an interest in matters relating to the PCC. 
 

 

2. Apologies   Apologies were received from Cllr. Z. Newland-Hodges and Cllr. P. Tucker  

3. 
Corresponde
nce & LMP 

  3.1 Open letter re: Bunny Homes 
The Chair acknowledged receipt of the open letter submitted by Villagers and 
four further e-mails send directly by individuals. 
The Chair acknowledged the strength of opinion and gave reassurance that all 
comments would be taken into consideration when an application was received. 
The Clerk will respond to this effect to all e-mails received to date. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

4. Public 
session 

The Chair welcomed 9 members of the public to the meeting and explained that 
those who wished to speak would be invited in turn to take the floor. 
Ian Whitehouse spoke to the open letter and acknowledged that the Council 
cannot make a pre-determined decision. He expressed his opinion on the areas 
of the Cornwall Council plan he believes are applicable to this proposed 
development and why they will not be met. He questioned how many of those 
identified as in housing need had a primary or secondary connection to the 
village. He referred to PA21/10028 from a Parish in a similar position and asked 
the Council to consider a formal Housing Need survey. He expressed the view 
that the issue is about the suitability of the site, not affordable housing. 
Cllr. Wood cautioned the council on the suggestion of a survey and urged the 
use of the national system. He added that until an application is made, the final 
number of properties and their allocation is merely speculation – affordable 
housing is based on units not bedrooms. Cllr. Wright added that further to her 
conversations with the Housing team, figures have changed significantly 
because of Covid19 with significant pressures caused by holiday lets and Airbnb. 
It was also noted that the school is currently undersubscribed. 
Cllr. Wood highlighted undesirable behaviours reported to him and Cllr. Wright 
by some villagers, in relation to this proposed development, and urged 
everyone to be kind to one another. 
Lindy Creighton-Clarke expressed frustration at the lack of information. She was 
reassured that the villagers have the same information as the Council. 
The Chair had heard that Bunnyhomes has booked the Village Hall on 4th April. 
C. Cllr. Fairman reported that he is expecting a response from the Affordable 
Housing team on the current need figures. Pre Covid the waiting list stood at 
18K, dropping to 9K following a review, but in the last 2 years has risen to 20K. 
St. Teath commissioned a Housing Needs survey around the time of an 
exception site development, and it turned out there were more people in need 
than registered with the housing team. The survey has a template, but the 
council can have some influence on the questions. He added that school places 
in the village are currently forecast to drop significantly over the next few years.  
He reiterated that the River Camel issue has not gone away and that new 
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developments need to satisfy these requirements before an application can 
proceed. 
The Chair stated that the Council would consider a survey if it could be helpful, 
but the limitations of an online approach meant that previously the council had 
leafletted outlying areas, to capture responses from the agricultural community 
and those with limited internet access. Cllrs. Wood and Wright reminded the 
council of the intention to include housing needs in the Neighbourhood plan 
survey, which will need to go to everyone. 
C. Cllr. Fairman acknowledged the funding request for the virtual footpath and 
explained it would be considered as part of the Wadebridge neighbourhood 
funding pot. He will lobby the 3 county councillors involved on behalf of St Tudy. 
Paul Wakefield acknowledged the need for young blood in a village but 
expressed his frustration that potential developments appear driven by 
landowners /developers. Cllr. Wood confirmed that this is correct, and that the 
Parish council do not have control over planning intentions and that anyone can 
apply to build affordable homes with no apparent joined up thinking. 
Lindy Creighton-Clarke referred to the pre-application advice sought about Well 
Field and the need for a certain number of affordable homes for the scheme to 
be viable as an exception site. 

5. Planning 5.1 Street Trading Application Hearing 
Cllr. Straugheir attended the virtual hearing which approved the application. 
The trader is now operating in the lay-by, but it was noted that her vehicle must 
be entering against the flow of traffic to position the caravan facing north and 
the area has become quite muddy. Cllr. Mardon highlighted that a black bag of 
rubbish had been left on the site after trading. The ongoing situation will be 
monitored. 
5.2 PA22/00714 – Ladybird Farm – demolition and replacement dwelling 
This proposal was appealed last year, and the buildings are falling down. The 
new plans are well presented and would tidy the site considerably.  
Support for the application was proposed by Cllr. Straugheir and seconded by 
Cllr. Wright. The vote was unanimous – 8 in favour. 
5.3 PA22/00495 – The Granary, Lower Tremeer Farm – single storey extension 
The size of the extension was noted but there is clear understanding of why the 
work is needed.  Support for the application was proposed by Cllr. Lane and 
seconded by Cllr. Mardon. The vote was unanimous – 8 in favour. 
5.4 PA22/00969 – Hengar Manor Country Park – material amendment 
The amendment is for “up to 35” caravans – no other change to the application.  
Support for the application was proposed by Cllr. Wood and seconded by Cllr. 
Lane. The vote was split – 7 in favour, 1 against. 
5.5 PA22/01075 – The Chase, Wadebridge Road – extension to annex 
Support for the application was proposed by Cllr. Straugheir and seconded by 
Cllr. Lane. The vote was unanimous – 8 in favour. 
5.6 PA22/00298 – The Chase, Wadebridge Road – removal of 1 tree 
Support for the application was proposed by Cllr. Straugheir and seconded by 
Cllr. Mardon. The vote was unanimous – 8 in favour. 

 

6. Previous 
Minutes 

The minutes of January 26th 2022 were agreed as an accurate record.  

7. Matters 
arising 

7.1 Cemetery 
The Clerk tabled a briefing note summarising her meeting with Cllrs. Newland-
Hodges and Straugheir on 11th February, including a summary of her research. 
The in-house management of the new cemetery would place the council at 
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significant legal and financial risk. On this basis it was agreed that the clerk will 
contact neighbouring town councils with established cemetery services for 
expressions of interest in the running of the St Tudy site. 
7.2 Telephone Box 
The Clerk will prepare the planning application.  
7.3 Pots for the Brian Lamerton Bench / Allotment table/Bench 
Cllr. Lane had spoken to Graham Keat, who is awaiting better weather before 
he undertakes the construction of the planters. 
Cllr. Wood confirmed the bench will cost £770 + VAT. It can be purchased with 
silver grey top and seats to reflect the Platinum Jubilee. The clerk will raise the 
order and arrange for a commemorative plaque to be made up. 
7.4 Clerk’s Laptop 
The Clerk has purchased the new laptop and sought agreement to purchase 
annual Microsoft office and a Security package, as monthly agreements are not 
available without a credit card. This was approved. 
7.5 School Transport query 
The Clerk will respond to Anna Cox and explain that the Council is happy to 
reopen the complaint but needs specifics of any incident and that parents can 
request a route adjustment via Cornwall Council. 
7.6 Wall at the back of the Public Conveniences 
The Chair, Cllrs. Murrell and Straugheir met with Lindy Creighton-Clarke and her 
builder, Mark Harris to review the wall. It has been established that the wall 
belongs to Lindy Creighton-Clarke. It was agreed that the Council will render the 
face of the wall at the rear the toilets and redecorate the area if and when Lindy 
goes ahead with the work. 
7.7 Lighting up the Village War Memorial 
Cllr. Straugheir explained that lighting from the Clink would not be effective, and 
that the memorial would need to be up lit to prevent glare to oncoming traffic. 
This would result in the loss of parking and extensive groundworks. It was 
agreed to park this idea at the present time. 
7.8 Plaque for Memorial Horse Chestnut Tree 
The new tree will be planted at 11am on Saturday 26th February. It was agreed 
to ask Cllr. Tucker if a new plaque is required for this tree and the wording for 
the plaque for the landmark tree that is due to be planted in the new Village 
Hall Garden. 
7.9 Ramp access to the Churchyard 
Cllr. Straugheir reported that work is due to commence on 8th March and should 
take 5 days. The Council will be invoiced £1006.25 for the agreed share of the 
work.  
7.10 Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
The Chair has spoken to Rita Westlake regarding the plans. There is no budget 
for the proposed celebrations. Cllr. Wright will speak to the pub regarding the 
focus of the Churchtown event and access to a bar, hot food, and live 
entertainment. Rita will be advised that any road closure application will need 
to be made by the organising authority 12 weeks prior to the event 
7.11 Allotment Funds 
The Chair confirmed that the agreed sum of £724.14 has been passed back to 
the St Tudy Allotment Committee. The Clerk will write to Philip Mutton to 
advise him of this change and explore if the Council’s insurance covers the 
allotments. 

Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 



Page 4 of 5 
 

8. Financial 
Matters 

8.1 Bank 
Deposit account:                           16.2.22:       £3,001.91  
Current Account:                           16.2.22:       £15,862.34 
8.2 Payments out (since the last meeting – 26.1.22): 
                             Meeting Room Hire (5th & 26th Jan)  £18.00 

Initial deposit for new current account  £500.00 
Toilet Cleaning (Jan)    £300.00 
Cutting of Cemetery Footpaths (Aug & Sept) £720.00 
Clerk’s salary (Jan)    £670.50 
Election recharges (May 21)   £255.00 
EDF Energy     £8.00 
Bank Charges     £8.40 
Clerks Laptop     £434.99 
Grass cutting – new cemetery   £230.00 
Allotment funds (full transfer)   £724.14 
Code of Conduct training (5 places)  £120.00 

8.3 New Account – Unity Trust Bank 
The Clerk confirmed the transfer to the new account completed on 23rd 
February 2022. 
8.4 Internal Audit 
The Clerk explained that she is working with the internal auditor on the 
required preparatory documentation, including the accounts to date. 
8.5 Review of Financial Regulations 
A series of documents will need to be reviewed and signed off at the next 
meeting. The circulation has been delayed by the loss of internet services 
following Storm Eunice. 
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9. 
Councillors 
Reports 

9.1 CC. LMP. Footpaths – Cllr. Sandry reported that the footpath between 
Wetherham Lane and Meanne Parc had been covered in bark chippings. Cllr. 
Lane drew attention to the replacement chain link fence between Wadebridge 
Road and Bodinnick Road, however the fence in front of the houses is still 
dangerous and has not been changed. 
Cllr. Mardon highlighted again the approx. 1.5m drop on one side of the John 
Dawe stile and recommended that the stile really needs an extra two steps and 
a hand hold. This stile will be reviewed as per the inspection suggested by Mr 
Monk from Cornwall Council. Cllr. Murrell added that the work on the single 
pole electrical transformer in this field scheduled for the Autumn may affect 
this area. 
9.2 Toilets – The Chair reported that Ken Downer thought that bulk disposal has 
ceased and therefore the letter to Meanne Parc is on hold. There has been no 
further theft of toilet rolls. Redecoration will start with the Disabled Toilet 
closed from 1st March. 
9.3 Roads/Bus Shelter/ Notice Board – Cllr. Straugheir reminded the Council of 
the road closure between Wadebridge Road and Kelly Green on Thursday 24th 
February. He advised the Council that the bridge down Bodinnick Road has 
gone. Road works controlled by traffic lights continue on Chapel Lane, possibly 
linked to Oake Cottage. 
9.4 Governance/Legislation/Assets/Training – The Clerk will send the details of 
the CALC AGM to the Chair. The keynote speaker is Cllr Olly Monk, Cornwall 
Council Portfolio Holder for Housing and Planning. 
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9.5 Parish Magazine/Tree issues – The Chestnut tree will be planted on 
Saturday, by the war memorial. Several trees have been lost during storm 
Eunice including a memorial cherry in the Churchyard. 
9.6 Risk Assess/ Parish Organisations/ Insurance – Cllr. Murrell highlighted his 
concern around the safety of the well on Chapel Lane and the need to renew 
the cover and potentially install a guard. He added that signage around the 
Churchtown well should indicate uneven ground because of the cobbles. It was 
agreed that a community clear up should be arranged to tackle each of these 
areas.  
9.7 Parish Website – The clerk continues to update the parish council website. 
9.8 Outside Organisations – The next Network meeting takes place on 10th 
March and the expression of interest for funding the virtual footpath has been 
acknowledged. 
9.9 Neighbourhood Plan [NP]/ Environment Policy Team – Cllr. Wood reported 
that the group plans to catch up next week.  
9.10 Litter report – Cllr. Mardon reported that wine bottles had been dumped 
on Wadebridge Road up to Head Hill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Parish 
Matters & 
AOB 

10.1 Insurance re: Carnival – Cllr Lane asked if the Carnival could link with the 
Parish Council Insurance. The Chair replied that the Council would explore the 
options at renewal (in May). 
10.2 Emergency Preparedness – Cllr. Lane expressed concern that all the Village 
facilities (Village Hall, Clink, Church, Chapel) are totally electric and in the 
aftermath of Storm Eunice were unable to provide support to villagers. Cllr. 
Straugheir agreed to speak to his contacts at Cornwall Council. 
10.3 Meeting Venue – The Chair will check the availability the of the newly 
refurbished room in the Village Hall for future parish council meetings. The 
council will need to be assured that alcohol is not being served on those 
occasions. 

 
 
 
 
Cllr. 
Straugheir 
 
Chair 
 

11.Next 
Meeting 

Wednesday 30th March 2022 at 7pm.  

12. To close 
the meeting 

The chair closed the meeting at 9.27pm.  


