C U R R I C U L U M F O R E X C E L L E N C E :
P R E P A R I N G F O R T H E S E N I O R P H A S E

Preparing for the Senior Phase

page 1

Introduction

Curriculum/Oideachadh – Broad Education in S3 and the Transition to S4 (Senior Phase)
Since they have been in primary school, our pupils have been experiencing a curriculum based on the new principles of the Curriculum for Excellence which have the
learner at their centre.
All schools in the Ardnamurchan Associated Schools Group (ASG) believe in developing the four capacities of Successful Learners, Responsible Citizens, Confident Individuals and Effective Contributors in our young people. We believe in doing this through
the ethos and life of our schools, the curriculum areas and subjects, interdisciplinary
learning and opportunities for personal achievement.
In secondary, pupils continue with a Broad General Education from S1-3 before preparing for qualifications and Exams in S4 and beyond (the Senior Phase)
Increasingly, pupils should be taking responsibility for their own learning and here at
Ardnamurchan High School, we believe in giving our pupils greater curricular choice
and personalisation as they move from S2 to S3.
In consultation and agreement with the Parent Council, we are currently continuing to
offer up to 8 subjects in S3 . Accordingly, Guidance staff will discuss learner journeys
with their pupils in S2 to help them prepare to make their curriculum choices and carefully consider individual needs.
Details of the curriculum and the subject areas on offer are shown and explained in
the following pages.
We believe in reflecting on, and celebrating, our achievements and pupils will continue developing their personal ‘e-portfolios’. During time set aside for this, pupils will be
building a reflective evidence log of achievement, success, good work as well as reflecting on future targets and needs. Our aim is to support all our young people to
achieve their very best at Ardnamurchan High School and help them make a smooth
transition to positive destinations beyond.
This booklet will grow into a fuller publication with information on the various subjects
prior to pupils making their choices in June, ready for August. These introductory pages are being produced as an introduction for you and to keep you up to date with our
planning and progress.

C Millar-Craig
March 2012
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Our Curriculum
Summary of Stages:
Broad General Education:
S1 - Curriculum for Excellence – transition year embarking on Level 3
S2 - Curriculum for Excellence – continuation and development at level 3/4
S3 - Curriculum for Excellence – personalisation and Choice; Securing Level 3 and developing level 4/National 4 and National 5
Senior Phase:
S4 - Preparing for qualifications in National 4 (Internally assessed)/ National 5 (Externally
assessed)
S5/6 - National Qualifications /Highers/Advanced Highers
S3 Personalisation and Choice:
In S3, most pupils will study 8 subjects for (usually) 3 periods a week. Additional time is
allocated to Maths and English. Pupils will continue with Curriculum for Excellence level
3 and 4 material as appropriate and begin the new National 4/5 courses. They will
choose subjects from each of these areas.
Social Subjects: History, Geography
Sciences: Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Technology: Design and Manufacture , Computing and Information Science
Languages: French and Gaelic
Expressive Arts: Art and Design, Music and Physical Education (PE)
Pupils also study Maths/Numeracy, English/Literacy, PE, RME and Health & Wellbeing/
PSE. A growing range of Skills for Work (SFW) courses, including Hospitality, Sport and
Recreation and Rural Skills are also available. Which of these SFW courses are offered in
S3/4 and which are offered in S5/6 will vary according to need. All pupils will continue
with opportunity for reflection on achievement, self evaluation and peer sharing
through e-portfolios which they have been building throughout S1-2.
In S4, pupils move into the ‘Senior Phase’ and prepare for their qualifications at National
4/5. Pupils will continue with their S3 choices, National 4 is internally assessed. National 5
will have an exam in May. Final decisions about levels will be made in S4. This will allow
them the opportunity to achieve the highest levels they can through appropriate personal support and challenge.
Beyond National 4 and 5 lies the ‘Gold Standard’ qualification of the Highers. The new
Highers (and Advanced Highers) have been revised to take into account the new ways
pupils have been learning in the Curriculum for Excellence.
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Our Contexts For Learning
Ethos and Life of the School

Remembrance day

Outdoor activities

Pupil Council

Village hall tours

Pantomime

House activities and
competitions

School Dance
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Our Contexts For Learning

Curriculum Areas and Subjects

S6 thinking
hard..!
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Our Contexts For Learning
Interdisciplinary Learning—health and
well being

School bands

Flour babies project

Ewan Gillespie Memorial Award
Dry-stane dyking

Opportunities for Personal Achievement

Young Chef
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New Course—New Levels
Next term, we will publish and updated version of this booklet with an outline for each
subject we will offer along with a very brief outline of the units which make up each
course. For more information, pupils should see the relevant teachers of the courses
they are interested in.
In most subjects, S3 will be a year of consolidating any Level 3 or 4 course material
which pupils did not complete by the end of S2 and a start to curriculum material
based on the new National 4 and 5 courses.
As stated earlier, any decision as to which level a pupil will be presented for in S4 will be
left until S4
How the new qualifications link with the old qualifications is shown below:

More information on the new
qualifications can be found on
the SQA Website on:

http://www.sqa.org.uk/
And click on, I am a….parent

More information to follow soon!
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