
ARDNAMURCHAN HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING MONDAY 28 APRIL 2014 

Present  : Louise Cameron, Lyndsay Bradley, Lynn Caldwell, Andy Tilling, Jackie 

Pleming, Tracy Cameron, Katherine Maclean, Elaine Jackson, Shirley Shaw, Teresa Bolton, Chris 

Millar-Craig. 

Apologies : Mairi Hunter, Thomas Larasser, Trish Kennedy 

AGENDA ITEM MINUTE ACTION 
 

1. Minutes and 
Matters Arising 

Minutes agreed as true record. 
Funding – KM informed the meeting that Donald 
Houston had agreed to donate some monies for the 
purchase of books and other resources in support of 
the new National exam curriculum but he needs some 
data re. numbers of children etc. Katherine will liaise 
with CMC.  
 

 
KM/CMC 

2. Maths Forum  Hoping that Bill Hall, National Parent Forum, 
would be able to attend tonight but 
unfortunately not. He is from Kilchumein 
School, Fort Augustus, which is roughly the 
same size as AHS. AT agreed to take this 
forward – LC will forward Bill Hall’s details. 

 Response from Norma Young  to LC’s letter re. 
maths situation. Basically she re-iterates that 
the school is staffed according to the staffing 
schedule, HC intend to keep Mr Aitken in post 
until at least June, national difficulties in 
recruiting maths teachers. In respect of our 
request for the staffing formula for small 
schools to be revised, she will await the report 
of the Workforce Planning Manager who is 
due to meet CMC. Discussion on how to 
progress this; general feeling we need to be 
more proactive, possibly seeking face to face 
meetings. 

 No response has been received from Hugh 
Fraser 

 Michael Foxley met with Michael Russell, 
Education Minister, but no information to 
hand on this. 

 LC stated that the recent Sunart Community 
Company report and questionnaire indicated a 
desire for more proactive campaigning on all 
issues where we are being marginalised ie 
education, transport, Health Service. It also 
states that a way of ensuring receipt of a 
broader education entitlement is to use 
resources such as WHC, although CMC did say 

LC/AT to 
contact BH 
to arrange 
future 
visit/action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



the report simplifies what is a complex issue. 
Discussion on greater use of classroom 
assistants/volunteers such as in Primary 
Schools CMC explained there are no posts in 
Scottish Education for these in High Schools 
although it is possible on a discretionary basis; 
he does use Senior Pupils for this but he is 
ultimately in charge of them. After some 
discussion it was agreed that the best way 
forward was to utilise volunteers to support 
after school clubs rather than within the 
school timetabled lessons.  

 Volunteer Expenses – CMC will pay these for 
Maths support. 

 Discussion re. continuation of after school 
Maths classes. Some parents want them to be 
in place all year but others felt pupils should 
have a break. CMC will discuss with Pupil 
Council. CMC said Peter Boylan was keen to 
assist the school in this and other ways 
including possibility of running a Chess Club. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CMC/Pupil 
Council 

3. Correspondence Norma Young/Bill Hall – discussed under Item 2. 
Websites for grant applications – a number of grants 
fall available at the end of financial year but these are 
probably closed now – should remember for next 
year. 
 
 

 
TK to bring 
forward as 
agenda item 
early 2015 

4. Headteacher’s 
Report 

 Confirmed that paper version of Headlines 
would no longer be issued now the new 
website was up and running. Positive 
feedback received on this. 

 Maths – pupils progressing well under Mr 
Aitken. At all levels, all pupils have completed 
and passed the required assessments or are 
on course to complete very soon.  All pupils 
have received lots of revision resource 
information. 

 Appeals system for National 4 and 5 exams is 
different. Prelim results cannot be used as 
part of Appeals procedure except as part of a 
range of evidence should a 
medical/exceptional circumstances appeal be 
lodged prior to results being published. 
Parents have been provided with full written 
details of new system. 

 Study Leave – National 4 pupils have no exams 
but very difficult timetable-wise if they did not 
have study leave as well. However a number 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



of pupils will be coming in during this period 
to complete assessments and/or for revision 
classes. CMC told parents that it has been a 
very stressful year for all pupils because of the 
huge burden of assessments/added value 
units in addition to exam preparation. 

 New Timetable – draft complete but requires  
finalisation of West Highland College (WHC) 
tutors. 

 Staffing – Mr Kerr will not be returning. Mr 
Scott (Physics) will be here until the end of 
year. Mrs Rough has been appointed Faculty 
Head for Social Studies; remaining Faculty 
Head post will be re-advertised as will the 
Maths vacancy (next week). Art – Miss 
McGinley is due to finish at the end of this 
school year. CMC has received interest from 
an Art probationer who wants to work at AHS. 
However if nothing comes of this, the post will 
be advertised. 

 WHC Business Management, Computer 
Science and Psychology have all been 
accepted on the WHC business plan for 
2014/15 

 Pupil Council – S1-3 pupil meeting tomorrow. 
They want to do something on the Scottish 
Referendum – under electoral law, has to be 
done before June. 

 PSE consultation – closed on 25 April. Head 
and Depute have had brief look at results; 25 
parental responses. 

 Self Evaluation – 2 surveys have been done 
plus “open door” sessions (no –one came). 
Discussion about further surveys – parents felt 
homework policy should be reviewed. Agreed 
this should be subject of a consultation this 
term for parents, staff & pupils. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CMC/TK/All 
 
 
 
 

5. School Trip 2015 Destination not decided yet but France or Germany 
favoured. LB told meeting that if a trip incorporates a 
visit to Houses of Parliament, transport funding is 
available. Could possibly use Eurostar as part of travel 
arrangements. 

CMC/LB to 
find out 
more info. 
on possible 
funding 
options 
 

6. Room 13 at AHS LC gave background to this proposal. Room 13 have 
for a number of years been part of the Summer 
Holidays programme at AHS and a number of 
volunteers from the school go to Room 13 at Caol on 
Monday nights. If one could be established at AHS 
would benefit all Peninsula children and adults. 
Hoping that Andrew Sinclair, Resipole, will agree to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



being “Artist in Residence”. Claire Gibb is leading the 
initiative for Room 13. Funding will be required for 
this but hoping it can be in place before the summer 
break. Agreed that AHS Parent Council would write to 
Andrew Sinclair (KM will also speak to him). LC and 
Lynn are happy to be involved  in this. 
 

 
 
LC/KM 

7. Volunteering 
Partnership 
Celebration 

Hoping to have this in October, incorporating D of E 
presentations. Should be one bronze and one silver 
completed by end of September. By November hoping 
at least four will be able to do the gold award. The 
evening would be a chance to showcase pupils’ 
achievements as well as an opportunity to thank all 
partners’ positive input throughout the year. 
Iain Cameron Partnership Award – Louise explained 
how she and Iain’s family would like to support several 
new awards in his memory. The first award, through 
AHS, would be for a young person who demonstrates 
excellence, interest and motivation in rural skills. This 
would not necessarily be presented every year but it 
would reflect Iain’s keen support for local 
employment for young people who want to work in a 
rural environment. CMC and Depute will discuss 
possible nominations for this – hopefully it can be 
presented at this year’s Celebration of Success 
evening. A second award, perhaps awarded by the 
AHS PC, would be in recognition of a business or 
group’s contribution to, and support of, the school 
community, to be presented at the autumn 
Partnership Celebration event. It is hoped another 
award may be presented at the Sunart show for a 
young person (under 21) demonstrating good cattle 
handling skills. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LC/CMC/SP 

8. Three Lochs Festival This takes place at the end of September. All S1-S6 
pupils will be involved. 
 

 

9. Bag Pack/Open Day Bag pack at Morrisons – 3 May. KM expressed her 
disappointment at the response for volunteers for 
this. Only a handful of parents and staff have 
committed to it. Although some people may be away 
as it is a Bank Holiday, it was felt many more just 
“can’t be bothered”. It is an excellent opportunity to 
raise large amounts of money from outside the 
community so it was agreed further Emails would be 
sent out to parents and staff & a notice encouraging 
pupils to support this. 
Open Day – 28 June. Meeting 1 May to discuss 
arrangements. 
 

CMC/KM/All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JP/KM 

10. Interviews for S5/S6 Although mock interviews were agreed, they did not CMC/AT 



take place this year. All agreed this is important for 
pupils and would not be too invasive in terms of the 
school timetable. Agreed to take forward next year. 
 

11. AOB   Fire Service 1 May – for pupils interested in 
pursuing DoE awards 

 Skiing – request for this to be extended for all 
pupils, perhaps at a weekend. 

 Ocean Youth Trust Trip – usually take part in 
this but don’t appear to have been invited this 
year. CMC will discuss with Simon Patterson 

 LC stressed how important it is that members 
of the PC can be free to express their views at 
PC meetings in order to fully support the 
school but for this to happen, everyone needs 
to be confident that some discussions dealing 
with sensitive issues are kept confidential. All 
agreed that the PC should adopt such a policy. 
 

AT 
 
AT/LB/KM 
to progress 
CMC 
 
 
 
All 
 

12. Date of Next 
Meeting 

Monday 16 June 2014 at 6pm  

 


