
Latest News 
The target date for the work on the crossing on the 
A38 and the footway extension is now March to June 
2020. Further delay was caused by the need for a bat 
survey and safety audit. Both are now complete. It 
will be necessary to partially close the A38 and close 
Cross Lane during construction. Other work is 
currently planned in the area and should be 
completed by April 19. So this work will commence 
after that date and once the final plans have been 
sent to the contractors the actual start date will be 
identified. We have had assurances that the lighting 
will be directed down and cause as little light 
pollution as possible. See the accompanying plan to 
see the position and the height of the lights. 

Indicative outline of lighting poles 

 

 

Next steps. 
Together with Compton Bishop Parish Council, 
Axbridge Town Council, our respective County 
Councillors and all interested parties we are 
endeavoring to engage with land owners to upgrade 
and improve the footpath over the fields to make the 
route more accessible for wheelchairs, mobility 
scooters and buggies, and safe for all to enjoy the 
walk between our communities. 

Tess Gill, Chair of the Campaign says “We aim to 
achieve a safe link for all residents and visitors 
including cyclists between Cross, Axbridge and on to 
Cheddar and the Mendips, connecting with The 
Strawberry Line. This will be for local people and for 
all those who wish to enjoy our beautiful Somerset 
countryside on foot or bike.” 

Join us at our informal meetings either at the New 
Inn, Cross or the Lamb Inn, Axbridge, details on the 
website. Contact us: www.coffinlane.com or email 
coffinlane@gmail.com Follow us on twitter 
TessGill154 @TGill154. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our website and take a look at the videos of our 
walk up Cross Lane detailing what needs to be done 
to create a safe route and information on events and 
meetings. 

 

 
The Problem 
This section of the A371 between 
Axbridge and Cross (known as Cross 
Lane) is part of a major transport 
route connecting the A38 to Cheddar 
and Wells, especially for very large 
HGV vehicles including those from the 
quarries in Cheddar and Shipham. 
Planning consent for 62 dwellings in 
the Cheddar Valley, 53 in Axbridge, 9 
in Cheddar with 543 further dwellings for Cheddar 
awaiting approval, will greatly increase traffic. There 
is currently only a partial footpath and no cycle way. 
We are campaigning to make a safe route of the road 
route connecting our communities. 

James Heappey, MP at Axbridge 
Farmers Market with campaigners 

Walking along the dangerous verge Braving traffic up Cross Lane - hope there is room! 

http://www.coffinlane.com/
mailto:coffinlane@gmail.com


 
The History 
The old footpath was known locally as the Coffin Path 
because the deceased inmates of the Workhouse in 
Axbridge used to be carried along it to the church in 
Compton Bishop for burial, if they 
were of that parish. Other coffins 
would have used the path to get to 
the main road and thence to the 

parishes of Rooksbridge, Tarnock etc., 
as it was the practice that deceased 
inmates of the Workhouse should be 

returned to their own parish for burial. 

The History 
In April 1962, when the plans for the Axbridge Bypass 

due to concerns for the safety 
of cyclists Compton Bishop 
Parish Council proposed a cycle 
track on Cross Lane. Following 
“sympathetic hearing” by 
Somerset County Council the 

Cheddar Area Local Plan (1992) identified pedestrian 
safety as being in need of 
upgrading. SCC budgeted for 
improvements to pedestrian 
facilities at Cross Lane and 
included these in the Local 
Transport Plan but no action 
followed.   

The Dangers 
Although there are public 
footpaths in Cross and 
Axbridge, the path connecting 
the two communities is 
incomplete: it runs from the 
top of High St in Axbridge, 
along the inside of the hedge 
beside the A371, only to emerge about two-thirds of 
the way down, leaving pedestrians no option but to 
walk alongside heavy traffic on a narrow refuge , with 

a ditch and cluttered by road signs and often 
obscured by long grass and the overgrown hedge. The 
unfortunate pedestrian then has to cross the busy 
A38, at a dangerous crossroads, in order to continue 
on into the village of Cross. 

The Action 
In 2013 a group of local people, fed up with the lack 
of progress on creating the missing path/cycle route 
along Cross Lane, decided to form the “Coffin Lane 
Campaign.”  We are now working together with 
Axbridge Town Council on joint efforts to achieve our 
aims so are now renamed “Cross to Axbridge Path 
Campaign”, (safely connecting communities). 

Achievements to date: 
2014 Organised a well-attended Procession from 
Compton Bishop to Axbridge via the A38/A371 
crossroads;. 

2015 Did an Easter Walk along coffin lane path; held 
Midsummer bike ride; delivered 500 signature 
petition to SCC; James Heappey MP opened the first 
new section of footpath at Clement’s Corner, 
adjoining the junction of Cross Lane and the A38 
which had been constructed by the Campaign Group. 
2017/8 Our years of campaigning proved worthwhile. 
Somerset County Council confirmed that a pedestrian 
refuge on the A38 and a safe footpath along the 
verge up to the gate into the footpath across the 
fields was approved by with the support of Bob 
Filmer, our County Councillor, we responded to 
consultations on detailed plans including lighting. The 
final plans were approved at a well-attended 
Compton Bishop Parish Council Meeting on 24 
October 2018 after a lively discussion when some 
concerns were raised as to the street lighting. The 
Parish Councillors undertook to further request that 
Somerset Highways do all that is feasible to minimise 
the impact of lighting on houses and the 
environment. 

  

Indicative plan of works and locations 


