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29th June 2018 
 

Dear Mr Harris 

CLAY AT IKEN 

As Chair of the Iken Parish Council I am writing at the behest of the members of the Parish Council to 
you because I have been informed that there may be a problem with the waste exemption 
certificate concerning the large amount of clay that has been accumulated over at least the past two 
years at both Anchor and Hill Farms Iken and over which you are considering enforcement action. 

I understand from the IDB that the total volume of clay is calculated by TRU to be about 87,700 tons 
= 48,722 cu m approximately to date. 

The Parish Council, and indeed the village as a whole, has been aware of and supportive of the 
collection of this clay to repair and heighten the river wall that protects Iken and has assumed to 
date that the very visible activity and stockpiling has been known to the EA and IDB and that all 
regulatory aspects have been properly satisfied and that the deliveries were being made pursuant to 
a properly approved plan.  We are concerned to learn that this may not be the case but trust this will 
soon be rectified. 

The village had supported its accumulation assuming proven need and tolerated the number of lorry 
movements each day needed to collect the clay for future use on the assumption of proven need 
until the number of deliveries increased dramatically about a month ago. 

We have had regular communication from and indeed had presentations from both the AOEP and 
IDB/WMA about the need for this clay in order to raise the river walls which are particularly long and 
low at Iken. 

The Parish Council believes that no useful purpose will be served by ordering the removal of the clay 
when it has or may have a useful role to play in the improvement and heightening of Iken’s river 
walls. In particular the Parish Council would be particularly concerned if all or indeed any of the clay 
had to be removed as part of the enforcement proceedings particularly as:  



1) Its removal through the village would impose on village residents about 12,000 vehicle 
movements each way - the village would find this difficult to tolerate. 
 

2) The IDB/WMA inform me that the value of the clay is around £2.6 million in a project of 
£13m which is currently underfunded. We are sure the EA, like everyone else, wishes to see 
this project through to a successful conclusion and there would be no point in effectively 
wrecking it by a forced removal or imposition of heavy fines on the AOEP/AOET/IDB/WMA 
which would impose an intolerable high cost 

I would therefore ask on behalf of Iken that whatever regulations need to be agreed between the EA 
and IDB/WMA that the final outcome be that the clay remains so far as possible on its current site 
and be used in the project to protect our community. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Norman Johnson MD FRCP 
Chair Iken PC  
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