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Newsletter:  Winter 2020

Note from the Chairman:
[bookmark: _GoBack]New Year Greetings to all Members.
The Coronavirus has indiscriminately affected persons in all sectors of society. We are in the midst of a global pandemic. Hospitals are under unprecedented pressure and we all must be responsible and adhere to the Government guidelines. 
On behalf of our Management Team, I express our sympathy to those who may have lost family members or loved ones. We also take this opportunity to pay tribute to those working within the Health Services.
The lake was closed on 29.03.20 and re-opened on 16.05.20. The ability to return to angling was a god-send to many, fresh air and tranquillity. We took the necessary precautions, provided information on safeguarding, handwashing / sanitising etc. 
Maintenance and development work continued throughout the year, the new car park was welcomed by many. Stocking, straw booms etc. continued, boat ladders manufactured and fitted and the end of the year work party on 7th November was exceptionally well attended. Project managers were appointed – see attached reports. 
My grateful thanks to all who contributed.


Eamonn O’Rourke – DDAALTD Chairman
Annual General Meeting
The Directors have agreed that due to COVID restrictions, the AGM will not take place this year. There will be no change to the Management Teams.  Last year’s Minutes will be available to view on our website shortly at the following address: Downpatrick & District Anglers Association Limited | Home Page (ddaaltd.co.uk)

Please also find attached to the email, the Financial Report for the year up to 31st October 2020 as prepared by our Treasurer David Linter and already lodged at Companies House by McGrady Accountants.  In view of there being no AGM, this statement is proposed by E O’Rourke (Chair) and R Green (Secretary). If we receive no objections then they will be considered adopted.

All correspondence should be sent to the Company Secretary, Ryan Green – 128 Loughinisland Road, Annacloy, Downpatrick, BT30 8JJ




Maintenance and new ventures:  Danny Mageean, Project Manager

I was selected as the Project Manager for the general maintenance of the club and more importantly for all new work that will benefit the club and our members.
With the dark nights well upon us now, I have already instigated the complete overhaul of the lights at the boathouse. Most of the trout anglers won’t have noticed, but the pikers will agree that coming in under darkness and having the boathouse well-lit is reassuring and a great asset. Not only is the boathouse lit, but there are now LED floodlights to light the lower car park. 
Some of you may have noticed the walking boards at the end of some of the pontoons within the boathouse were not stable and I’ve has already got this issue repaired. Also my thanks to Tommy Breeze for his help in installing a window into Bluebell Lodge and I’d also like to thank Phil Armstrong, Ian Hastings and Dave Stewart for their work on the jetty at the Lodge…which is open and there for all to use as a shelter during bad weather or just a pleasant place to stop for a cuppa or sit and relax. But please do not leave your rubbish here!  

Other forthcoming ventures that I’m planning for the near future are,  

Concreting the area outside the boathouse to enable a mud free area for anglers to park and unload or load their gear. 
When water levels drop sufficiently the area to the right of the boat house will be concreted to enable a safer turning area and also an area for bringing club boats out for cleaning and repair. A section of this area will also be used for a dedicated slipway for the Dory together with some form of shelter for this boat and give provision for easier stocking and movement of the fish bins. (Point 1 above will be completed first, before completing this job in order to have as little disruption as possible to anglers)   
Replacement of the ropes on club boats. (Thanks to Graham Darragh for this) 
Repair or replacement of the pontoon sides that have worked loose from stormy weather. 
The moving of the steel container to the upper carpark

As with everyone on the committee, I’m willing and open to any suggestions and ideas from members on how to enhance our club water. 
Please feel free to speak with me regarding any of your thoughts and remember that your help may be needed with some projects, but especially during work parties and stocking days where you will be made most welcome.             









Stocking:  David Stewart, Project Manager

On 1st September 2020 I took over as Project Manager for stocking and in the best interests of the club and with the valuable assistance from George Freel, I implemented some changes. 

1. I immediately ceased using one supplier for a number of reasons and employed the services of another well recommended and respected company. 
(This new supplier has already provided the club with one end of season stocking of excellent full finned rainbow trout.) For your information I will use two different suppliers throughout the season. 

2. I intend to monitor new stocking closely and also the estimated number of total fish within the lake and I have already scheduled an extra stocking for the 2021 season, bringing the total to 8 stockings. 

3. I’ve introduced a system that when trout are delivered they are now “dip sampled” with a number of trout taken out and weighed and inspected for full fins and good condition, to ensure top quality trout for the members.

4. Many of you will have noticed the cormorants and I’ve estimated that 6 birds are costing the club in the region of £4500 per season. Obviously this is not sustainable as it equates to 3 stockings of fish simply going to feed the birds. In order to curb this, Ryan Green and I have obtained culling licences to keep the numbers of birds at a manageable level. Several successful shoots have already taken place in the last few months. (Only named shooters can cull)
Please note in the catch returns if you see any of these pests and the numbers that you see.  

5. As the Dory is the primary stocking boat and used almost every month, there will be a dedicated concrete slipway for this boat, complete with some form of shelter from the elements. This project will be completed before the new season begins in 2021. As usual all fish will be put into the bins then into the Dory and dispersed throughout the lake.

6. New weigh scales will be placed in the clubhouse and members are required to accurately weigh their killed fish and record accordingly in the catch returns.

7. Any poor quality, injured or damaged fish should also be recorded, giving brief description of injuries, as the likely cause will be cormorants. 

8. The resident pike keep the lake clean from dead or diseased trout and must not be killed. Any large pike inadvertently hooked on the fly, should be played hard in order to release the fish as soon as possible in top condition. If this is not feasible (rod weight, large fish) then the angler should just break off from the pike. This is the best and safest way to ensure the fish survives.  
 
9. Stockings will take place during the months of Feb, March, April, May, June, August, September and October. There is no stocking in July due to higher temperatures. Dates for these stockings will be displayed in the club house and there will be no fishing allowed during stocking, but those anglers present are required to assist. 

10. Some of you may have seen the otters. Please respect these wild creatures and remember they are a protected species. They will undoubtedly take trout and other coarse fish, however they are not a cause of concern to existing stocks or stocking.

11. You may have noticed there was a large stocking (1000) of small brown trout in September 2020. I will therefore not be stocking any more brown trout during the 2021 season.  

12. It is not my intention to stock any fish into Magherlagan next year. 

13. I am also looking at trying a test stocking of blue trout strain in the 2021 season. One of my suppliers has developed a hybrid blue/brown trout, which he states are an excellent and hard fighting fish. When I am assured they would be suitable, I will consider a shipment of those. 

Surface feeding
I’m also examining the issue of the trout not being that free rising and after some research I have found a number of factors that may cause this. Please understand that this is not a pure science, but I will work towards improving the situation. 

1. Cormorants may be putting the fish down deeper to feed.

2. If the density of the trout is too great within a lake, it seems that fly life may be eaten before it gets to a surface stage.

3. Feeding may be so good at the lake bed that fish don’t feel then need to feed on the surface. This is obviously a positive point in that there is rich feeding, the negative being that trout don’t free rise. 

4.  The number of anglers that actually fish in a traditional drift manner during a good breeze has also diminished greatly over the years. This will then result in less surface fish caught. 
Preferred methods tend to be anchored boat and fishing sunk lures or buzzers, making it difficult to quantify if our fish will take a surface fly. Next time you are on the lake and there is a good breeze, instead of finding shelter and anchoring, try 2-3 wet flies and drifting with a good breeze and let me know the result.     
  
If you have any views or good ideas regarding stocking or fish, then please feel free to contact me directly. (dstewartltcr@gmail.com or 07955153263)  



General Information

Catch Returns
You can check our website for the annual catch returns for 2017-2020 inclusive at the following link; Downpatrick & District Anglers Association Limited | Catch Returns (ddaaltd.co.uk)

Club Member - Information Update
Are your details up to date? Have you changed your address? Have we got your email address? 
These are important as we intend to make greater use of both email and website for receiving and imparting information. 
Future Newsletters may well be on the website and not posted out individually. 
If you do not have access to the website, perhaps a relative or friend can assist you. 

Dates for your Diary 
27th February 2021 – Pre-season Work Party @ 10am, meeting at the Boathouse 
This is the major work-party of the year in order to prepare for the forthcoming season’s angling.
· On this day we will replace the old straw/ barley booms, this exercise is labour intensive and we need your help.  The straw booms have proven effective.  
· Club boats require to be cleaned and any defects repaired.
· The gutters need cleaned out.
· Private boats are always helped back into the water.
· Bush and hedges in the car-park and drive need cut back.
· Rubbish around the premises needs lifted and binned.  As we do not have a bin service, can some members take home black bags and bin them.
· Cut the ivy runners from the trees – leave a 12” gap.
We don’t have tools so bring your own.  Don’t wait to be asked what you should do, offer to assist.  If you see that something needs attention, go fix it.
Remember, this Club and Lake belongs to you, the members, so help to maintain them.

1st March 2021 - Trout season commences
6th November 2021 – End of Season Work Party @10am (always the 1st Saturday of November)
These activities and dates are all dependent upon COVID related restrictions. 






Directors & Management Team
The three Directors of the Association are;
· Chairman:		Eamonn O’Rourke
· Treasurer:		David Linter
· Secretary:		Ryan Green
Together with President Paul Hanlon and the management team; George Freel, Ronnie Rodgers, Terry McDermott, David Stewart, Ray Crane, Ian Hastings, Phil Armstrong, Danny Mageean and Tommy Breeze.
Usually at the AGM, the three Directors will retire from office along with two members of the Management Team, however, given the circumstances and the cancellation of the AGM this will be postponed until the next AGM.
The position of President is continuous.

Renewal of 2021 Memberships:  Now due
Adult Membership	£130		Private Boat Owners £13 to be paid along with your
membership.
Junior Membership 	£12		An additional fee of £13 is required along with a completed
Bank Fishing Registration Form for bank fishing
unaccompanied by an adult member.
Payments by cheque or postal order can be forwarded to Ryan Green, Secretary.  Please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for prompt return.  Important Note:  Cheques must be made out to DDAALTD.  As a one-off, cash can be dropped off to Ryan Green at the address at the top of this Newsletter.
Electronic Banking (BACS)
We are pleased to inform you that DDAA Ltd are now able to receive payment by BACS.  
Important note:  We have over 170 members and many share the same surname so please ensure the payment reference is your surname and the first two initials of your first name ONLY e.g. Green Ry
I will be able to work out what the payment is from the amount.
If you are paying by bacs, please contact the secretary, Ryan Green, for banking details.

If your membership is unpaid by 14th February 2021, your place will be allocated to the next on our waiting list.  A reminder email or text will be sent on 1st February.

Bank Fishing for Juniors (U18s)
If a junior member is accompanied by an adult member whilst bank fishing, we are covered under our group membership scheme with countryside alliance.  However, if junior members wish to bank fish unaccompanied, they must pay an additional fee of £12 and register with our insurers by completing an application form which will be available from the secretary.
If a junior member is found to be bank fishing alone without the compulsory cover, their membership will be revoked.
Reminders
· Boats must be returned to the boathouse promptly at the time stated and surrendered to any waiting member regardless of the availability of other boats. (Times are clearly outlined on the notice board).  Please ensure the fenders are positioned between the boat and the gangway/ pontoon when tying up.  Damage has been caused to boat rims by carelessly letting the fender overlap into the boat.
· The bag limit is 4 fish per day from Loughinisland Lake.  The size limit shall be 12 inches or 1 lb for rainbow trout.  All brown trout must be returned to the lake unharmed.
· All anglers must sign the catch return sheet prior to and on completion of fishing.
· Guest tickets must be placed in the box provided in the boathouse prior to fishing.
· Juvenile members are not permitted to use any boat unless accompanied by an adult member.
· It is the responsibility of every member using an association boat, to treat the boat and its equipment with due care and to leave it in a clean and tidy condition.  Any damage must be reported to the Secretary immediately.
· Members may practice catch and release once the bag limit has been reached and barbless hooks must be used.
· Parking beside the boathouse – On arrival please offload your gear and move your vehicle to the car park immediately.  Some anglers park and proceed to “gear up”, leaving the vehicles blocking this area and hence inconveniencing others who are arriving or leaving.  Complaints have been received.
· Disabled drivers that have walking difficulties may park opposite the boathouse provided they display their blue badge.  Able drivers dropping off an angler with walking disabilities must park in the main car park.
· Private boat owners are not permitted to use association boats.
· Security – please ensure that the car park gate is securely locked at all times and most importantly if you’re the last angler leaving at night.
· Please keep the boathouse clear of rubbish.  Take your litter home and don’t leave fishing line in the boats or boathouse.

Website (www.ddaaltd.co.uk)
Members are encouraged to continue to visit our website where you can download application forms for new members, and keep yourself informed of news i.e. catch returns etc.  Please inform the Secretary via email (ddaaltd1954@gmail.com) of any changes to your details i.e. change of address and email address.

Visitor Day Tickets
Visitor day tickets priced at £15 can be purchased by members from the following outlets;
· Spar 
7 Saintfield Road, Belfast

· McGraths Service Station
41 Annacloy Road

· Tight lines
198-200 Albertbridge Road, Belfast
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