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Newsletter:  Winter 2021

Note from the Chairman:
Welcome once again to our Winter Newsletter, and as Chairman of the Board of Directors, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

There has been no let-up with the corona virus pandemic and on a daily basis we are informed by The Dept. of Health or NI Assembly of the restrictions being reviewed and imposed.  Many are holding their AGMs’ and it is the desire of your Management Team at this present time to proceed.  We had to cancel the 2021 AGM but we plan to go ahead on Thursday 20th January 2022, and at this meeting, we would like to give you the opportunity to engage with us regarding the management of DDAA affairs and to take on board any recommendations forthcoming.  We were forced to close the lake for a short period during April and May 2020, but thankfully we were able to keep the lake open during 2021 and with no restrictions on travel.
Previously, our venue of choice was the Downpatrick Cricket Club, however, this is not available to us this year, so, we have booked Denvirs Hotel, Downpatrick.  All guidelines i.e. social distancing, face masks, hand sanitising etc will follow, and should we have to cancel the event, we will inform you in advance via email, DDAA website etc

On behalf of the Management Team, we express our sympathies to any of you who may have suffered the loss of a loved one due to Covid-19 or any other illness, and hope you are all keeping well both physically and mentally, especially during the current climate.

Eamonn O’Rourke – DDAALTD ChairmanAnnual General Meeting 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting will take place at:
Denvirs Hotel, Downpatrick premises on Thursday, 20th January 2022 @ 7:30pm.
If any member wishes to place a motion before the members or an item on the Agenda, they must give written notice to the Secretary no less than 14 days before the meeting.  If any member wishes to serve on the Management Team or wishes to nominate another member to serve, then written notice with a proposer and seconded should be sent to the Secretary 21 days before the meeting.  Nominations will not be accepted at the AGM.  An Agenda will be prepared for the Meeting; only items which appear on the Agenda will be discussed and voted on as appropriate.  All correspondence should be sent to the Company Secretary, Ryan Green.
If the AGM is forced to cancel, then there will be no change to the Management Team.  Last year’s Minutes will be available to view on our website shortly at the following address: Downpatrick & District Anglers Association Limited | Home Page (ddaaltd.co.uk)

The Financial Report for the year up to 31st October 2021 as prepared by our Treasurer David Linter has been lodged at Companies House by McGrady Accountants.  If there is no AGM, this statement is proposed by E O’Rourke (Chair) and R Green (Secretary). If we receive no objections then they will be considered adopted, otherwise, they will be presented at the AGM for adoption.

All correspondence should be sent to the Company Secretary, Ryan Green – 128 Loughinisland Road, Annacloy, Downpatrick, BT30 8JJ


Directors & Management Team
The three Directors of the Association are;
· Chairman:		Eamonn O’Rourke
· Treasurer:		David Linter
· Secretary:		Ryan Green
Together with President Paul Hanlon and the management team; George Freel, Ronnie Rodgers, Terry McDermott, David Stewart, Ray Crane, Ian Hastings, Phil Armstrong, Danny Mageean and Tommy Breeze.
At the AGM, the three Directors will retire from office along with two members of the Management Team, however, if the AGM is cancelled then not affording the members the opportunity to vote for management positions, this will be postponed until an AGM takes place. 
The position of President is continuous.

Project Management
The introduction of project managers David Stewart and Danny Mageean have progressed the objectives they set-out, as outlined in the 2020 Newsletter.  A list of the work achieved as follows;
· Container moved to improve the access to the far carpark.
· The concreting of both sides of the boathouse.
· Tree felling to widen the area beside the boathouse.
· Obtaining a licence to cull cormorants.
· Replacing the gate and boathouse locks.
· Purchasing cameras and locating them to areas frequented by poachers.
· Purchasing and erecting cameras in and around boathouse following the presence of intruders.
· Fitting locks to field gates used by poachers to gain entry by car.
· Procurement of a new fish supplier.
· Proper visual examination and random weighing of fish at stocking, before fish are released into the lake.
· Additional private moorings sites added, helping to reduce the waiting list.
· Replacing and adding more flood lights to improve nighttime visibility in the carpark.
· Boat painter ropes replaced.
· Repairs to the pontoon lower wood work.
· New improved netting for the straw bales.
· New and improved quality of marker buoys for the straw bales.
· Scales sited in boathouse to ensure accurate weights of fish caught.
· Ongoing correspondence to NI Water RE our regular water sampling.

On behalf of the Management Team, I thank them both for their diligence and application to the developments and to also extend this to our volunteer members who assisted by attending work parties or in any other way.
As it is uncertain as to whether or not we can hold an AGM which usually affords me the opportunity to acknowledge the work of fellow Directors and Committee Members, I now pay tribute to Ryan Green (Secretary), and David Linter (Treasurer), for their expertise in carrying out their designated roles.



Private Boat Allocations
Due to enlarging the top car park, we were able to provide berths for an additional 5 boats, increasing the places from 20 to 25.  The number of private boats have now been capped at 25 and this will help free-up club boats for waiting anglers.
Strict regulations have been introduced regarding the frequency of use of these boats during trout season.  Those that don’t meet the criterion and are unable to provide a satisfactory explanation i.e. illness, will be required to remove their boat and free-up a berth for the next member on the waiting list.  Further to this, the private boat owners who sign their boat out but don’t actually take the boat out to fish, will also be subject to action.

Pike Fishing and the Closed Season – Nov to Feb
Our Constitution states that the objective of the Association is to “provide good quality fly fishing”.
Many years ago, some members requested permission to fish for pike over the closed season and this was regulated with 25 permits granted, which in turn, provided a presence on the lough over the winter period, helping to deter poachers.  In previous years there were only 10-15 of the 25 permits purchased, however, in more recent years there has been a greater uptake in these permits.
We updated the policy regarding pike fishing methods, which were introduced in October 2020.  Both Danny Mageean and Tommy Breeze are authorized to monitor/advise those who are pike fishing to ensure they are using the correct methods, and report back their findings to the committee.

Policy for Pike Fishing Permits
· A pike fishing permit register has been introduced, a total of 30 permits will be made available.
· Current permit holders for 2021/22 will automatically be registered for a permit and will continue to receive one on receipt of fees payment.
· A waiting list system will be put in place for those who want a permit.
· Applicants must be current DDAA members for at least 2 years and have demonstrated that they are trout anglers.
· Pike fishing permit fees (currently £25) must accompany the annual membership subscription (currently £130), and must be paid by 1st February annually, commencing in 2022.


General Information

Catch Returns
You can check our website for the annual catch returns for 2017-2021 inclusive at the following link; Downpatrick & District Anglers Association Limited | Catch Returns (ddaaltd.co.uk)

Club Member - Information Update
Are your details up to date? Have you changed your address? Have we got your email address? 
These are important as we intend to make greater use of both email and website for receiving and imparting information. 
Future Newsletters may well be on the website and not posted out individually.  If you do not have access to the website, perhaps a relative or friend can assist you. 


Dates for your Diary 
26th February 2022 – Pre-season Work Party @ 10am, meeting at the Boathouse 
This is the major work-party of the year in order to prepare for the forthcoming season’s angling.
· On this day we will replace the old straw/ barley booms, this exercise is labour intensive and we need your help.  The straw booms have proven effective.  
· Club boats require to be cleaned and any defects repaired.
· The gutters need cleaned out.
· Private boats are always helped back into the water.
· Bush and hedges in the car-park and drive need cut back.
· Rubbish around the premises needs lifted and binned.  As we do not have a bin service, can some members take home black bags and bin them.
· Cut the ivy runners from the trees – leave a 12” gap.
We don’t have tools so bring your own.  Don’t wait to be asked what you should do, offer to assist.  If you see that something needs attention, go fix it.
Remember, this Club and Lake belongs to you, the members, so help to maintain them.

1st March 2022 - Trout season commences
5th November 2022 – End of Season Work Party @10am (always the first Saturday of November)
These activities and dates are all dependent upon COVID related restrictions. 

Renewal of 2021 Memberships:  Now due
Adult Membership	£130		Private Boat Owners £13 to be paid along with your
membership.
Junior Membership 	£12		An additional fee of £13 is required along with a completed
Bank Fishing Registration Form for bank fishing
unaccompanied by an adult member.
Pike Permit		£25		To be paid with your membership fees.
Payments by cheque or postal order can be forwarded to Ryan Green, Secretary.  Please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for prompt return.  Important Note:  Cheques must be made out to DDAALTD.  
Electronic Banking (BACS)
We are pleased to inform you that DDAA Ltd are now able to receive payment by BACS.  
Important note:  We have over 170 members and many share the same surname so please ensure the payment reference is your surname and the first two initials of your first name ONLY e.g. Green Ry
I will be able to work out what the payment is from the amount.
If you are paying by bacs, please contact the secretary, Ryan Green, for banking details.
If your membership or pike permit fees are unpaid by 14th February 2022, your place will be allocated to the next on our waiting list.  A reminder email or text will be sent on 1st February.



Bank Fishing for Juniors (U18s)
If a junior member is accompanied by an adult member whilst bank fishing, we are covered under our group membership scheme with countryside alliance.  However, if junior members wish to bank fish unaccompanied, they must pay an additional fee of £13 and register with our insurers by completing an application form which will be available from the secretary.
If a junior member is found to be bank fishing alone without the compulsory cover, their membership will be revoked.

Reminders
· Boats must be returned to the boathouse promptly at the time stated and surrendered to any waiting member regardless of the availability of other boats. (Times are clearly outlined on the notice board).  Please ensure the fenders are positioned between the boat and the gangway/ pontoon when tying up.  Damage has been caused to boat rims by carelessly letting the fender overlap into the boat.
· The bag limit is 4 fish per day from Loughinisland Lake.  The size limit shall be 12 inches or 1 lb for rainbow trout.  All brown trout must be returned to the lake unharmed.
· All anglers must sign the catch return sheet prior to and on completion of fishing.
· Guest tickets must be placed in the box provided in the boathouse prior to fishing.
· Juvenile members are not permitted to use any boat unless accompanied by an adult member.
· It is the responsibility of every member using an association boat, to treat the boat and its equipment with due care and to leave it in a clean and tidy condition.  Any damage must be reported to the Secretary immediately.
· Members may practice catch and release once the bag limit has been reached and barbless hooks must be used.
· Parking beside the boathouse – On arrival please offload your gear and move your vehicle to the car park immediately.  Some anglers park and proceed to “gear up”, leaving the vehicles blocking this area and hence inconveniencing others who are arriving or leaving.  Complaints have been received.
· Disabled drivers that have walking difficulties may park opposite the boathouse provided they display their blue badge.  Able drivers dropping off an angler with walking disabilities must park in the main car park.
· Private boat owners are not permitted to use association boats.
· Security – please ensure that the car park gate is securely locked at all times and most importantly if you’re the last angler leaving at night.
· Please keep the boathouse clear of rubbish.  Take your litter home and don’t leave fishing line in the boats or boathouse.

Website (www.ddaaltd.co.uk)
Members are encouraged to continue to visit our website where you can download application forms for new members, and keep yourself informed of news i.e. catch returns etc.  Please inform the Secretary via email (ddaaltd@btinternet.com) of any changes to your details i.e. change of address and email address.

Guest Day Tickets
Guest day tickets priced at £15 can be purchased by members from the following outlets;
· Spar 
7 Saintfield Road, Crossgar

· Mace Service Station
41 Annacloy Road

· Tight lines
198-200 Albertbridge Road, Belfast

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Pike guest day-tickets are available to members, priced at £5 each, from Mace Service Station, Annacloy.
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