
CHAIRMAN'S ANNUAL REPORT 2013

Presented at the Third Annual General Meeting

This is the third of my Annual Reports as Chairman of this Association. In it I hope to show 
that although produce from our plots has not been as good as in previous years, the 
Association continues to be successful in its development.
We welcome all members this evening and we are especially pleased to see those members 
who are still awaiting plots.

Growing Season
Looking back on what I reported last year, I noted that having sorted out a water supply in 
the previous year in a time of drought.
This last year we have had little need for our piped water supply as there has been an 
abundance of water from another source.  In the previous year I was able to report that we 
had had a good growing season but this year, with a lack of sun and an excess of rain, we 
have been fortunate to get something out of our plots.  The very damp weather caused 
mildew on soft fruit and blight on potatoes and tomatoes, whilst the conditions encouraged
the slugs and snails to devour salad crops.  I’d like to say that it cannot get any worse.  It is 
hoped that the coming growing season shows much improvement but what it does prove to
us that are new to allotments is that conditions cannot always be favourable and that we 
must make the most of what is presented from year to year.

Hall Close Site
In my report last year I had to highlight the threat to our existing plots on the Hall Close Site 
from joint proposals by the PC and SCDC to construct a small development of affordable 
housing on the site.  Following a direct approach to the SCDC Planning & New Communities 
Management expressing our concerns at the potential change of policy on the use of the 
site we received assurances from the Parish Council that the site would no longer be 
considered for housing purposes.  The PC are now looking at alternative sites for housing 
and additional allotment plots.  The Association supports this move and a Working Group at
the beginning of the year reviewed various location and passed its report to the Parish 
Council for consideration.

Site Maintenance
At the beginning of the year, the Parish Council arranged for necessary work to be carried 
out on the trees on the Southern boundary. This work had proved necessary after the fall of
a bough onto the Bourn Hall car park. The removal of some of the trees and the trimming of
others provided some additional light to the plots and firewood to members.
Although it was difficult to keep the inter-plot paths in good condition due to the poor 
weather, the perimeter paths and grassed areas flourished through the good work of 
Michael Footman and a mower donated to the Association. This and other equipment, 
including the rotavator is now stored securely in a communal shed erected by members.  
The compost heaps to the east end of the site have now been removed. They were little 



used and their removal allowed the creation of an additional half-plot on the eastern 
boundary.

Garden Club Visit
Having previously reported that the season was very wet, the evening of the Garden Club 
Visit in July proved the exception. The weather that evening was beautiful.  We had about 
25 visitors. Thanks should go to those members that provided our visitors with 
refreshments and produce for the “free” raffle. The Garden Club kindly donated £25 to the 
Association.

Social Events
A group of plot-holders continue to support quiz nights at the Village Hall as the “Allot of 
Us” team. Though not very successful at the quiz, the group fares comparatively well in the 
associated raffles.
The weather was not suitable for summer barbeques as it had been in previous years 
though the annual “Midwinter Madness” event was held in the week following Christmas. 
Those that were able to attend enjoyed themselves and kept warm with hot soup and 
roasted chestnuts. It is nice to see those members that are not plot-holders at such events 
as it helps to show that we are a sociable group and also reminds plot-holders that there 
are other members still keen to get cultivating.

Retirement of Secretary
Finally I would like to thank Len on behalf of all members for his work as the Secretary of 
the association during its set up and though the initial years. Len has now decided that he 
wishes to take a less active role in the management of the Association.  It is hoped that his 
knowledge and undoubted skills can continue to be used as a Committee member. I think all
will agree that Len’s attention to detail and meticulous organisation has helped the 
Association and its Committee to establish itself so effectively.
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