
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2015

In this the fifth Report to the Association’s AGM, I am pleased to be able to review another 
successful year of the Association and the member’s endeavours on their plots throughout 
the past year.
 I firstly have to report the many goings on “off the pitch” which have occurred in the past 
year. Shortly after the last AGM, Gill Pountain resigned as Secretary and from the 
Committee. I would like at this point to thank Gill for all her hard work for the Association 
especially during its formation both on the Committee side and also on the social side. I’m 
sure we all appreciated it.
There were then changes to the Committee with Verity taking over the role of Secretary and
Marion Smith joining the Committee as Treasurer. Unfortunately this situation did not last 
long when Marion retired from the Committee and gave up her allotment plot. Philip Barter
has now agreed to take on the role as Treasurer.
And finally I have to report that Len and Catriona Campbell have recently decided to give up
their plot. Len will also be retiring from the Committee.  I think it goes without saying that 
we shall all miss Len both on the site and in Committee. His work drafting the Association’s 
Constitution and Rules at the beginning was meticulous and very much appreciated. He was
always willing to work on the allotment site and contributed much to its organisation 
including drawing out and measuring up the plots.

Growing Season
Generally another good growing season although alliums across all plots did not develop 
well. As expected we are learning year by year what does and does not do well and even 
which parts of our individual plots can support which crops. I personally have not sorted out
my tomato plant density yet.
I’m sure there were less cabbage-white butterflies this year or possibly we have learnt 
through experience how to keep them off our brassicas. All the more leaves for the pigeons.

Weather
I could not think of anything to say about the weather over the past year. Maybe that’s a 
good thing with no floods or droughts. From what I recall not so much watering was 
required throughout the growing period.

Membership
I have to report that we have gained only one new member in the past year. This matched 
against the loss of other members mentioned above can only be expected whilst we have 
no additional plots to offer potential members. We must remember that the greater 
number of members on the plot waiting list puts pressure on the Parish Council to find us 
an additional site.

Plot Movements
As mentioned in my earlier introduction both the Smiths and the Campbells have given up 
their plots in the past year. This has allowed Gill Pountain to relocate to Plot 6 and for us to 



be able to offer plots to Campbell Cubitt and Denise Green. We wish them well with their 
endeavours and hope they enjoy their plots as much as we have.

New Plots
We are still no further with the acquisition of additional plots for our waiting list members. 
At this time last year we had our eyes on a possible site up the Broadway but due to the 
relationship between the potential landlord and the Parish Council no agreement could be 
reached. More recently the SCDC is minded to permit the construction of houses on the site
and therefore we must look elsewhere for a site to cultivate. 

Social Events
It is disappointing that we only had one social event in the past year, the Winter Warmer, 
which was surprisingly well attended considering the outside temperature; lovely sun but 
frost covering the plots. Enjoyed by those who attended but not the day to spend several 
hours on.
Your Committee will make greater efforts in the coming year to organise some events in the 
warmer months. I hope that all members will support them. Such events do not only give an
opportunity to socialise with other members but they are an ideal time to pick up tips on 
cultivation and work out where you are going wrong.
The Committee has decided that the area to the West of Plot 10 should be developed as a 
grassed area, giving us more space for social gatherings.

Garden Club Visit
The visit from the Garden Club, which until this year appeared to be a regular calendar date,
fell in July in 2014. This meant that the plots were in full growth and the evening lasted 
longer due to the later sunset
As in previous years thanks should go to those members that assisted in providing 
refreshments which are always appreciated by our guests.
There will be no Garden Club visit in the coming year but members should be aware that we
can be involved with the Garden Club by supporting their Rose & Flower Show in June 
where there are now classes for fruit and vegetables. The Garden Club also has some 
interesting evenings when vegetables are discussed. Beetroots and related plants were 
discussed in October for which Gill provided a tasty borsht and I supplied a beetroot 
brownie cake.

Bourn School Liaison
Although members had looked forward to a visit from the children of Bourn Academy as in 
2013 this did not occur. It had been hoped that the school would be proactive about such 
visits but clearly their emphasis is on more academic matters. I believe that members would
be happy to entertain the children again and therefore it would appear that we must be the 
force initially driving the project in the coming year.

Working Parties
At the beginning of this year your Committee discussed Working Parties and their benefits. 



It was thought that when called for, such working parties were attended by the same 
members. It was considered that members should feel that as part of a group they should 
share in the responsibilities without the necessity to call for a working party. This scheme 
has worked well over the summer when all members have participated in cutting the grass 
on the site. More recently members have helped in wood chipping the paths and shifting 
horse manure. It is hoped that all members will continue to share such tasks to the benefit 
of the entire group. If you feel you have not pulled your weight then the coming season will 
give you the opportunity to redeem yourself.

Committee
With the resignation of Gill, Marion and Len over the past year the Committee at this AGM 
will appear somewhat different and will have a vacancy for an ordinary member which I 
believe we will fill later.

The Future
We are welcoming new plot-holders in the coming year. We should all help to establish 
them on their plots and welcome them into the social life of the Association. As I have 
mentioned in previous reports this not just at the formal social gatherings but more 
importantly chance meetings whilst working on the plots. Stopping for a few minutes and 
admiring each other’s efforts is all part of allotmenteering.
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