
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2016

This is my sixth and final report to the Association’s AGM. Having been your Chairman for 6 
years it is time for me to step down. From December 2009, we have seen the Association 
grow from a meeting of villagers interested in the establishment of allotments within the 
parish to the mature plots that now stand at the end of Hall Close. One must not forget the 
threat to the plots in 2012, a situation which fortunately appears to be long in the past.
In preparation for her family’s move out of the village, you will know that Verity Risby had 
resigned her position as Secretary and vacated her plot. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank her for her sterling effort and support as the Treasurer and more recently as the 
Secretary. I’m sure you would all want to echo this sentiment.

Growing Season
I think we have known better growing seasons. Although soft fruits performed well, root 
crops did not. In previous years we have always had a glut of courgettes but plants this year 
did not develop to support a good crop. Surprisingly other cucurbits including squashes and 
cucumbers performed well. On a personal note my spaghetti squashes did very well again 
and some are still stored under a bed at home. It is reported that onions have done well, 
possibly as we have not had to water them too much during the cool part of summer.
What ever happened to the season of 2010 when it was hot and dry and a certain amount 
of camaraderie built up as we spent the evenings trudging backwards and forwards to 
Robert’s stand pipe with our watering cans.

Weather
A cool start to the year and although a few hot days in the mid-summer, by late summer 
and autumn there was not the sun and warmth that we had hoped for and had come to 
expect. Now with our rather mild winter we can expect a surfeit of bugs and pests 
throughout the summer.

Membership
I can report that we have a new member this year, Brian Norton, who has been currently 
placed on the waiting list. The waiting list now stands at four potential plot-holders, 
although two waiters were yet to be ready to commit to a plot if one became available due 
to other commitments.
As mentioned above Verity has given up her membership.

Plot Movements
In my last report I mentioned that Campbell and Althea had taken over Len Campbell’s plot 
(No.2) and have clearly settled into it. It must be wonderful for them to be able to walk 
down to the bottom of their garden to see the state of their plot. I believe their chickens 
also enjoy scratching around their blackcurrant bushes. This should be a reminder to other 
plot-holders that small livestock is permitted on a plot subject to agreement by your 
Committee.



Denise Green found that her other commitments did not give her the opportunity to work 
on the plot that she had recently taken over from Gill Pountain at the beginning of the year. 
Eventually she gave up the plot and returned to the waiting list in anticipation of a time in 
the future when she would be able to commit more time herself to a plot. Her plot was 
transferred to Jenni and Peter Connell. Verity’s vacated plot has been transferred to Angela 
Prime.
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new plot-holders, hoping they gain as 
much enjoyment, and produce, from their labours as we have.

New Plots
Unfortunately with so few waiters, the Parish Council has had no incentive to assist in 
looking for an additional site and therefore there has been no further progress on the 
acquisition of new plots. Again, I would ask if anybody is aware of any suitable land close to 
the centre of the village, let a member of the Committee know.

Social Events
The Winter Warmer was well attended by the regular bravehearts all suitably wrapped up 
against the chill. Although we missed Len’s hot vegetable soup, there was sufficient other 
good fare to sample and keep us busy with conversation for an hour or two. Thank you to all
that provided it.
The warm balmy evenings of other years were absent which might suggest that there was 
no enthusiasm for evening barbeques. I’m sure in the coming year we will be better 
organised and expect to have a more social year. We will have to keep our fingers crossed 
for the weather.

Garden Club Visit
As reported in my last review, there was to be no Garden Club Visit in 2015 but plot-holder’s
interests have been supported by the Garden Club in as much as the Annual Rose Show now
includes vegetable classes. This gives us the opportunity to show what we can grow and at 
the same time improves our image with the horticulturist within the village. It is not always 
the best time of the year to show vegetables but the Garden Club members have similar 
problems with getting their roses right on the day.

Working Parties
You will recall that in the past your Committee has discussed Working Parties and their 
attendance. It was felt that although there was no need to issue “three line whips” it should
be down to the individual plot-holder to participate and not necessarily just leave it to the 
regulars. Fortunately there have been no calls for working parties this year although work is 
needed in clearing the area next to Plot 10 as agreed by the Committee. Hopefully this will 
be achieved in the coming year.
The lawn-mowing list in the shed has again worked well which has kept the site neat and 
tidy. Thanks to everybody that put their name down and cut the grass.

The Future



I have enjoyed my time as your Chairman and I thank you all for your support over the 
years. I am sure with the reorganisation of the Committee that the Association will continue
to prosper and no doubt we will enjoy many more social events.
On a personal note I would like to thank Len Campbell for returning to the allotments in 
April to get my plot started for the year whilst I was unwell.
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