
BOURN ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
Rules relating to the use of the Hall Close allotments

Highlighted updates for consideration at the 7th Annual General Meeting 8th February2017

1. Unless agreed otherwise by the members at an AGM, the Hall Close site is considered
to be comprised of 11 plots, each of between 50 and 120 sq metres, as documented on site 
plan, Appendix.

2. Plots will only be allocated to paid-up members of the Bourn Allotment Association, 
who are 16 years of age or older.

3. Single plots may be allocated to one or two named individuals provided each is a paid
up member of the BAA. The plot will remain allocated to that individual or pairing as long as
at least one member wishes to retain it. Subject to the conditions of the following clause, a 
member who subsequently leaves the pairing and wishes to have an allotment on their own
may add their name to the waiting list.

4. Members sharing the same address will normally be limited to a single allotment 
plot. However if the number of vacant plots exceeds the number of members on the 
waiting list, a second plot may be allocated at the discretion of the Committee.

5. The allocated plot or any portion of it shall not be sub-let.

6. Existing plot-holders who wish to change to an alternative plot when available, 
should register on an internal list with the Membership Secretary. Following any such 
internal re-allocation, vacant plots will be offered to those on the waiting list in order of 
their registering their wish to secure a plot. If they do not wish to take up the plot offered, 
they may decline the offer and retain their position on the list.

7. The allocated plot shall normally be used for growing vegetables, fruit or flowers. 

8. Subject to the written agreement of the Committee, plot-holders may be allowed to 
use their plots for bee-keeping or keeping other small animals, provided it can be shown 
this does not inconvenience other plot-holders or adjacent householders and premises.

9. The plot cannot be used for any trade or business except for the sale of surplus 
produce.

10. Plot-holders must keep their plot in a reasonable state of cultivation and reasonably 
free of weeds. After a plot has been taken over, a quarter should be under cultivation 
within 3 months and three quarters within a year and thereafter.



11. Plot-holders whose plots are not considered by the Committee to be in such a 
reasonable state at the end of the relevant period, will be sent a written notice by the 
Committee asking whether they wish to retain the plot and, if they do, to agree to bring the
plot up to standard within 4 weeks. Failure to reply within 4 weeks or bring the plot up to 
standard within 4 weeks will result in a second written notice from the Committee, giving a 
final 4 weeks to reply or bring the plot up to standard. Failure to reply will result in the 
tenancy being terminated and the plot being re-allocated. In such circumstances no refund 
of any plot rental fee already paid will be made. The “written notices” from the Committee 
shall be delivered directly to the Tenant or to the address which they have registered with 
the Membership Secretary.

12. Hosepipes must not be used to water plots from the mains supply, but can be used to
fill dipping tanks. Plot-holders are encouraged to collect rainwater on their plots, eg from 
shed roofs.

13. The communal pathways, access areas and ditch around the site must be kept free of 
obstructions. Plot-holders are responsible for keeping the communal areas adjacent to their
plots clear by cutting back any woody growth, grass and seasonal vegetation.

14. Plot-holders are expected, when needed, to assist with the general maintenance and 
upkeep of the boundary paths, fences, ditch and other marginal areas.

15. Pathways between plots (as shown on site plan, Appendix) must be kept tended to a 
width of at least 0.75 – 1 metre.

16. Plot-holders must ensure that any structures on their plot, (including fences, gates, 
sheds and greenhouses) are in a safe state of repair.

17. Fences within plots should be to a maximum height of 5’ 1.5 metres ?2m? and should
consist of wire or other suitable netting and posts. Wooden or other solid edging around or 
within plots (e.g. raised beds) should not exceed 0.75 metres in height.

18. No barbed wire, carpet or underlay may be used within the site. Apart from on sheds 
and cold-frames already installed before 1st January 2014, no glass will be allowed on the 
site.

19. Plot-holders must get the Committee’s approval of the size, materials and siting of 
sheds, greenhouses, poly-tunnels and other structures. Plot-holders are advised that sheds, 
apart from those already installed before 1st January 2014, should be no more than 8ft x 6ft 
2.5 x 2metres and should be built on the south side of the plots.

20. When approved, greenhouses and poly-tunnels, which should be no more than 3m x 
3m x 3m, must not shade or otherwise impair adjacent plots. Subject to the Committee’s 
approval, it will be permissible for a single plot to have one shed and either one poly-tunnel
or one greenhouse.



21. Plot-holders must not reside in sheds or allow anyone else to do so.

22. To minimise their impact on adjacent plots, fruit trees, which must be dwarf stock, 
should only be planted within the northernmost quarter of each plot.  Fruit trees must be 
kept to a maximum height of 10’ and root/shade (equiv to branch spread) must fall within 
the plot boundary.

23. Other than in exceptional circumstances to be agreed by the Committee, no bonfires 
will be allowed on the site. Infected or other waste materials that are unsuitable for 
composting, should be removed from the site by the plot-holder and disposed of properly 
elsewhere. No such waste material should be left in the wildlife area to the west of the 
plots.

24. Material suitable for composting should be dealt with either in plot-holders’ own 
compost bins or one of the communal compost heaps. (Perennial weeds, potato and 
tomato parts are not suitable)

25. Plot-holders must not deposit any rubbish on their plot or the site.

26. Plot-holders must keep their plot in a tidy condition.

27. Plot-holders must not deposit weeds on any part of the site unless in a compost 
heap.

28. No timber, mineral, gravel, sand, earth or clay may be removed from the plots.

29. Plot-holders must not be a nuisance to neighbours. Any complaints must be made in 
writing to the Secretary.

30. Only plot-holders’ dogs are permitted on site and must be kept on a leash when not 
contained within the Member’s own plot.

31. Petrol, oil, lubricants and any other inflammable liquid must not be stored anywhere 
on the allotment site. Any chemicals must be stored safely within the individual allotment 
plots and not in any of the communal or access areas.

32. Plot-holders must not obstruct any path or access.

33. Other than with the permission of the plot-holder, plot-holders must not trespass on 
or take crops, produce, implements or other items from other plots.

34. Children are welcome on the site but must always be supervised and accompanied by
an adult. They must be made aware of the dangers on the site.



35. Plot-holders must not allow their children to disturb other plot-holders. 

36. Responsibility for the safety, well-being and behaviour of any children brought on to 
the site rests with the accompanying adult.

37. Plot-holders must sign a Tenancy Agreement which will be returned, signed, as their 
agreement to the Rules. 

38. Plot-holders must pay the annual rental in advance within one month of the 
subscription day, currently April 1st.  In the absence of a written explanation of extenuating 
circumstances being received by the Committee, failure to make payment by the end of this
period will be considered as termination of the tenancy and the plot will be offered for re-
letting. 

39. If, during the first 3 months of tenancy, a plot-holder chooses to give up the allocated
allotment, the rental paid, less a small fee for administration, will be returned  ?? Tenants 
who vacate their plot before the end of the tenancy year shall not be entitled to any refund 
of the plot rental.

40. Plot-holders who secure a plot six months after the subscription day may pay half the
subscription for that year. The annual rental rate for Plot 0 will be half of the amount 
agreed for the other 10 plots.

41. The annual plot rental includes a small amount to cover the costs of water provided 
to the site. It is anticipated that periodic additional payments will be required of each plot-
holder during the course of the year.  The total extra cost charged to The Association will be
shared equally amongst the plot-holders. Plot-holders will be required to make payment to 
the Association within one month of receiving notification of the amount due.

42. Subject to the agreement of the Committee, additional contributions to cover the 
cost of communal expenditure (e.g. fencing and improved access) may be requested.  Plot-
holders unable or unwilling to make such additional contributions should raise this in 
writing with the Secretary. Proposals to undertake such additional expenditure for the site 
will be considered at appropriate routine meetings of the Committee which all members 
are invited to attend.

43. Plot-holders must accept that they will be compliant with any additional rules agreed 
at the AGM or deemed necessary by the Committee at any time during the year prior to the
next AGM.

44. The Hall Close Allotment site is leased to the Association by Bourn Parish Council. In 
the event that the Parish Council requires additions or revisions to any of the conditions 
above the Association and individual plot-holders will be required to observe these as soon 
as notification has been received.
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