
BOURN ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

Notes from the First Annual General Meeting held on 18th February 2011 in the
Community Centre, Hall Close

Present:   Robert Ansell, Martin Rowley, Verity Risby, Michael Footman, Graham Ritchie, 
Philip Barter, Jane Rowley, Marion Smith, Eric Henderson, Gill Pountain and Len Campbell.

Apologies were received from Jill Lewis and Pat Russell.

1. Chairman’s welcome and review of the year 

Martin welcomed everyone to the meeting and presented his review of the year.  The full 
text is elsewhere on the website.

2. Adoption of the Constitution of the Bourn Allotment Association

The final draft of the constitution had been circulated to all members before the meeting 
and was unanimously approved by all those attending.

3. Confirmation in office of the “office bearers” co-opted in 2010

Those in attendance unanimously confirmed in post the three office bearers – Martin 
Rowley (Chair), Verity Risby (Treasurer/Membership) and Len Campbell (Secretary).

4. Confirmation of the Committee members co-opted in 2010

Those in attendance unanimously confirmed Jill Lewis, Marion Smith and Robert Ansell as 
Committee members.

5. Report on finances

As specified under the constitution Verity had passed the accounts over for checking to 
Philip Barter, who then reported to the meeting. Total income up to 31st December 2010 
made up of members subscriptions and additional contributions to set up costs totalled 
£308.  Expenditure, mainly on set up costs, totalled £234.22.  The balance of just over £73 
was sufficient to cover the rent (£50) due to the Parish Council for which an invoice was still
awaited.

Thanks were expressed to Philip for checking the accounts and to Verity for keeping them.

6. Setting the membership subscription and plot rental rates for 2011

Len Campbell apologized for not having circulated these rates, proposed at the last 
Committee meeting, along with the other AGM paperwork.

The meeting approved that the annual BAA subscription rate would remain at £2 per 
member.  



The plot rental of £30 for 2011-2012 was also confirmed.  It was noted that most of this 
went towards meeting the rental due to the Parish Council and the costs of insurance (see 
under AoB), but included a small amount towards expected water costs.  However it is 
expected that plot-holders will be charged an additional amount later in the year, when the
full costs of water are evident.

7. Adoption of the Rules for the Hall Close Allotments

The final draft of the rules had been circulated to all members before the meeting and 
these were unanimously approved by all those attending.

8. Any other business

Graham Ritchie confirmed that he had checked the policy paperwork provided by Bluefin 
Insurance Services under the NSALG sponsored scheme for allotment associations and that 
this all seemed to be in order. He suggested that BAA should take on the package that 
included Public Liability and Employers Liability cover at a cost of £164.50.  The meeting 
endorsed this and this amount was allowed for in setting the 2011-2012 plot rental rate.

There was general discussion on what steps should be taken to find land for further 
allotments, bearing in mind that there are several aspiring allotment holders on the waiting
list and that it was only possible to provide plots for the current ten holders by agreeing to 
go only for half normal sized plots.

It was agreed that those originally interested in plots but who had since dropped out should
be contacted again to check whether they might still/now be interested if more plots were 
available.  Len agreed to do this.

It was also agreed that Martin would write a piece for the Parish magazine about the past 
year and asking those interested in plots and those who might have land available to get in 
touch.

It was also suggested that the views of the Parish council and their plans to find more land 
should be sought, perhaps by inviting Nigel Ball to the next Committee meeting.


