
BOURN ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION (BAA)

 

Minutes of the 5th Annual General Meeting of BAA, held on Thursday 26th
February 2015 in the Community Centre, Hall Close, Bourn.

 

Present

Martin Rowley (Chair), Verity Risby (Secretary & Treasurer), Philip Barter (Inspector of 
Accounts for 2014), Lennox Campbell (Committee), Robert Ansell (Committee), Michael 
Footman (Committee), Gillian Pountain, Bob Russell, Mel Yeneralski, Campbell Cubitt, Jane 
Rowley

In Attendance

Les Rolfe (Representing Bourn Parish Council), Althea Cubitt.

Apologies

Sali Hallsworth

 

1. The Minutes of the 4th AGM 11th February 2014 were accepted as a true 
record and signed by the Chair.

There were no Matters Arising from the Minutes.

2. Chair’s Report

Martin Rowley’s presented his Report for 2014/15 (in full elsewhere on the website).

3. Treasurer’s Report and Accounts

 

a) Phil Barter (recently co-opted as Treasurer)  presented his Report (attached) and the 
Accounts (attached).

The accounts for the year have been kept by Verity Risby and therefore, as in previous years,
they have been inspected and approved by Phil Barter. Thanks go to Phil Barter for 
undertaking this inspection.

 Phil Barter did add that due to the low income of the BAA, it was not necessary for the 
accounts to be inspected and approved by a qualified accountant.



b) Membership subscription rate and plot rental rates for 2015

In line with an increase in the membership rate to the National Allotment Association from 
£2 to £2.25, the Committee agreed that the annual membership subscription should also 
increase £2.25 and the one-off payment to retain a position on the waiting list should 
remain unchanged at £2.

It was agreed that the plot rental rate should remain at £36 per year. The rental for the 
smaller “Plot 0” will be half that of the other plots. Depending on water usage, an additional
payment may be required later in the year. 

4. Election of Committee Members

There have been a few changes to Office bearers and Committee Members in the last year:

Martin Rowley – Chair

Verity Risby – Secretary

Phil Barter – Treasurer

Robert Ansell – Committee Member

Michael Footman – Committee Member

The meeting confirmed the Committee for the coming year.

 During 2014, Gill Pountain stood down as Secretary and Committee Member and thanks 
were given to her for all her hard work in undertaking the demanding role of Secretary.

As of this meeting Len Campbell stood down from the Committee and also has left his plot 
and the BAA. Len Campbell played a major role in the establishment of the BAA, in 
particular with his involvement in writing of the BAA’s Constitution and Rules. Thanks were 
given to Len for all his hard work and dedication and best wishes for his future endeavours.

The meeting was informed that the Committee should consist of 3 Officers and at least 3 
other Committee Members, so there was at least one vacancy for a Committee Member. Of 
current plot-holders, Campbell Cubitt had notified that he was willing to be a Committee 
Member, and was elected by the meeting, unopposed.

The meeting was further informed that it has been customary to have a BAA member from 
the waiting list on the Committee and the New Allotments Group, so we would like a 
volunteer from the waiting list, who should be a paid-up Member of BAA. No waiting list 
members have yet volunteered, so this post is vacant. Martin would like to see if we can 
increase the waiting list, then ask for a waiting list member to volunteer and be co-opted by 
the Committee.



It was agreed that the Chair’s Report should be printed in the village Parish Magazine, to 
bring awareness to villagers of the allotments activities.

5. Changes to the Constitution

There were no proposed changes to the Constitution. 

6. Changes to the Rules

There were no proposed changes to the Rules.

7. AOB

New Allotments

Discussion was had over the need to increase the numbers on the waiting list, in order to 
build a case to take to the PC, asking for more land for additional allotments. It was agreed 
that the Chair’s Report should be printed in the village Parish Magazine, to bring awareness 
to villagers of the allotments activities.

Waiting List

There are 4 people waiting for plots, all of whom are external (with no plot yet). No-one 
who currently has a plot would like to have a larger one at present. The Chair said that he 
would like there to be another round of publicity to see if others want to join the waiting 
list.

Works needed 

It was agreed that a bale of straw will be purchased to mix with the horse manure, to speed 
up the composting process.

Wood chip for the paths is required to ensure the paths are maintained. This will be ordered
in the next few weeks and plot holders will be asked to contribute to barrowing the wood 
chip to the internal paths.

Discussion was also had regarding the tidying up of the “wildlife area” to create a larger 
social area. A working party will be planned in the Spring to undertake this project.

Les Rolfe informed the Committee that the rates for the Community Hall are now £5.00 per 
hour and can be in 30 minute portions. Payment by cheque needs to be made to “Post 
Office Counters Ltd” and given to the Estate Officers at the SCDC. Les Rolfe says he is happy 
to forward the cheques on our behalf. 

The meeting was closed.


