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CONON CRAIC

It’s Summer, let’s celebrate!

Margaret Ross has been a “weel
kent” face in the Spar shop for many
years now. Finally at the glorious age
of 80 she decided to hang up her
uniform and stand back from her till.
At a ceremony organised by store
manager Kirsti Chalmers, she was
presented with a number of gift
vouchers and a cheque for £800. Her
work colleagues both past and
present were all there to add their
best wishes for her retirement.
Mrs Ross’s cheery nature and friendly
smile and welcome will certainly be
missed by us all! Have a long and
happy retirement, Mrs Ross!
Picture courtesy of Ross-shire Journal

The picture on this issue’s banner
shows young Alex Clark watering his
sunflower seeds for the Gala
Competition for tallest sunflower.

To the left and below are pictures of
the Primary 7 pupils at Ben Wyvis
School.  They had a fabulous surprise
waiting for them on their last day of
the school year; their parents had
organised a party in their honour with
games,  bucking bronco and bouncy
pirate ship. Head teacher Mrs Mackie
was seen emerging from the pirate
ship after testing it for fun-value!

The pirate ship and bucking bronco
were supplied by Andy at Kids Bounce
for Fun, indoor games were provided
by Stephanie from Highland Party Hire
and the hall was decorated with great
balloon arrangements by Lyn Gillies.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community councils achieve the best results where there
is a two-way flow of information between them and the
people they represent. As well as being there to provide
information about on-going projects, community councils
also consult with the community when taking decisions
that affect us all.

Every member of our community has something valuable
to contribute to our society, and a two-way engagement,
enabling a wide diversity of views and perspectives to be
considered, helps community councils make better
decisions, more representative of the views of the wider
community.

With this in mind, in the hope of expanding its audience,
Conon Bridge Community Council plans to use a variety
of approaches  - face to face meetings, public notices,
flyers, digital surveys and social media – as seems most
appropriate to the issue in question.

Given Highland Council’s increasing use of public
consultation to inform policy, it really matters that
residents of Conon should make their voices heard on
proposed policies, as well as on planning and licensing
applications.

If you would like to become more involved in the
engagement process and make your views known on local
and regional issues, please notify us by email to
cononconsult@gmail.com with the subject heading
‘Database’.

Your name and email address will be added to a
consultation database. These details will not be made
known to other organisations but will allow us to contact
you and obtain your views on local issues so that a
consolidated response can be made on behalf of the
community.

We look forward to hearing from you.

PLANNING

Planning permission has been granted to Albyn Housing
Society Limited on the land to the north of Sellar Place for
affordable housing. Layout plans and further details of the
development can be viewed on the Planning page of the
Highland Council’s website at www.highland.gov.uk.

While we welcome further housing development in the
village, we hope that the school will have sufficient
capacity to cater for additional children of primary school
age.

REPORTING INFRASTRUCTURE DEFECTS
The Highland Council Community Services team are the
first point of contact for reporting defects such as pot
holes, defective street lights, missed bin collections, etc.

Reports can be made by phoning the team on 886601 or
by completing the appropriate form on The Highland
Council website at www.highland.gov.uk. Once submitted,
you’ll receive an email advising you of the case number
which must be quoted in any communication.

Unfortunately, the system doesn’t advise you when the
fault or defect has been rectified so it is up to you to
monitor the situation. And please don’t assume that
someone else will report the defect.
Now here’s a recipe to keep you happy while you wait for
your repairs. If it fails, you can always use the mixture to
fill some of the potholes that the Council has missed!

125g butter

150g milk or dark chocolate

75g golden syrup

225g rich tea or digestive biscuits

100g sultanas

100g mini marshmallows

Break the chocolate into small pieces. Put the biscuits in
a bag and break into small pieces. Melt the butter, golden
syrup and chocolate together. Remove from the heat, add
the broken biscuits and sultanas and mix well.

Add the marshmallows and mix together until everything
is coated in the chocolate mixture. Transfer into a shallow
tin and spread evenly. Place in the fridge to set for 2 hours
then cut into squares.

CONTACTING YOUR COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Fiona Mackintosh (Chair) 07810 356865

Jim Attwood (Vice-chair) 864052

Jane Attwood (Secretary) 864052

Hazel Bushell  861247

Tony Innes 861499

Alister Mackintosh 861663

 or by email at cononcommunitycouncil@gmail.com

CONTACTING YOUR HIGHLAND COUNCILLOR

Graham Mackenzie  07557 566541
graham.mackenzie.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Alister MacKinnon  07557 566545
alister.mackinnon.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Angela MacLean 07825 116505
angela.maclean.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Margaret Paterson 07788 918537
margaret.paterson.cllr@highland.gov.uk



SEAGULL CONTROL
Did you know that the herring gull is now the most
common species of gull in Britain? This opportunistic bird
has become one of the banes of urban life, scavenging
from waste bins, dropping their mess at random and
shattering our peace with their loud cacophonous wails.
They are also known to attack people who approach their
nesting area.
A few decades ago, the herring gull was a cliff dweller with
a seafood diet, but has undergone a population explosion
in recent times. This rapid increase however is very much
of our own making. Thanks to our carelessness with our
refuse, herring gulls have become adapted to living on our
waste. Have you noticed how they tend to be so numerous
around shops and supermarkets, particularly those that
schoolchildren frequent! Some very unwise people are
even known to put out food for them!
Only the owner of a building or occupier can take action
against gulls nesting on it or they can give someone else
permission to act on their behalf. The Highland Council
discourages members of the public from attempting
themselves to kill herring gulls which nest on their
property. Only licensed contractors with specialist skill and
experience can legally be allowed to cull these marauding
gulls. However, the Highland Council has no statutory duty
to take action against gulls. Licence holders may consider
culling, nest removal, egg removal and disturbance of
birds using birds of prey or bird scarers. These methods
have, however, met with limited success in the past.
Another defence is the the use of spikes, nets or wires to
prevent gulls from nesting on their buildings. Chimney
guards and chimney top fixings can also be an effective
deterrent.
A leaflet on Seagull Control has been produced by The
Highland Council and is available from the Service Point
in Ross House in Dingwall, telephone 01349 886603.
BROADBAND IN CONON BRIDGE

If you live in Conon Bridge and
are having to put up with
unacceptably slow broadband
speeds of between 1 and 3
mbps, things may be about to
change. After much lobbying
of those who can improve
matters, we’ve been advised
by BT Openreach that work is
currently progressing on

adding additional fibre capacity to local BT cabinets 7 and
8. It’s hoped that this additional capacity will be available
by the end of September 2016.
However, you will only be able to upgrade to a much faster
fibre broadband connection if you have an order in place
for this service with either your existing ISP (Internet
Service Provider) or an alternative ISP, so if you haven't
already placed an order and you want a faster broadband
speed, you would be advised to place your order now.

Ferintosh Church News
Ferintosh Parish Church meets at 11am and 6.30pm each
Sunday. Creche (for those of pre-school age), Sunday Club
and FYF meet during the morning service. Tea and coffee
are served in the Church Hall at the close of worship,
giving time for a chat and catch up. You are invited to join
us and we pray that you will experience a real sense of
God's blessing during your time with us.
Special Services: There is to be a Family Service at 11am on
Sunday 25th September to celebrate Harvest Thanksgiving
and then Remembrance Sunday is on 13th November 2016,
meeting at the War Memorial in the Village at 10.50am for
the Act of Remembrance. This will be followed by a Service
of Remembrance in the Church at 11.15am to which all are
welcome.
Church Guild: Meetings take place in the Church Hall at
2pm on the 1st Monday of the month, where you will
receive a warm welcome. We enjoy a variety of speakers
and the all important cuppa and chat. Future Dates are:
Monday 5th Sept, 3rd Oct and 7th Nov.
RIVER CAFE: This is held in the Church Hall on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month, during school term time, from
2pm-3.30pm. Whether you've been before (or not) why not
drop in for some tea, coffee, home baking and a blether?
We look forward to seeing you there.
Dates for the next cafes are: Wednesday 14th September,
12th October, 9th November and 14th December 2016.
SOUP LUNCHES: These are held on the 1st Friday of the
Winter months in the Church Hall starting at 12 noon. Why
not join us for some delicious home-made soup, a cuppa
and the chance for a chat? We usually enjoy a short talk
from an interesting speaker and aim to finish by 1.45pm.
We look forward to welcoming you there. Dates are: Friday
7th October, 4th November and 2nd December 2016.
National Prayer Weekend is to be held this year on 23rd
to 25th September where we are encouraged to join
together and pray for our local communities, as well as
wider issues. Ferintosh Parish Church will be open from
10am-3pm on Friday 23rd September where church
members will be available to assist with this. Further
details can be found at the website:
http://www.national-prayer-weekend.com/
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GALA DAY 2016

Come along on the 27th and buy your raffle tickets for the
chance to win a top-of-the-range 64GB Wi-Fi Apple iPad
mini, a family ticket for Landmark at Carrbridge, 2 return
rail tickets anywhere in Scotland, a meal for 4 people and
many other great prizes generously donated by local
businesses.

The Conon Bridge Hotel is organising a Gala Day Bash
from  8pm till late on the evening of Saturday 27th at the
hotel which will “expand” for the evening with a marquee
at the side to accommodate everyone. Hot dogs and
burgers will be on sale during the evening. Music will be
provided by village-based group Jetstream. The proceeds
from a raffle will go to support the village Senior Citizens
Christmas Party and donation of prizes to the hotel would
be very much appreciated.  Do come and join the evening
fun at the hotel – the more the merrier. Entrance is Free!

SUNFLOWER COMPETITION
How are your sunflowers coming along? You must have
these registered for judging by Friday 19 August. The
winner will receive their prize for the tallest sunflower
during the afternoon of the Gala, so don’t forget to register.
MICROCHIPPING OF DOGS
Did you know that legislation was passed by the Scottish
Government in April 2016 requiring all dogs in Scotland to
be microchipped to help reunite lost or stolen dogs with
their owners and allow authorities to directly identify dog

owners and hold them accountable for their dogs’
behaviour, or where there are concerns about animal
welfare?  CONANVET provide a service to microchip your
dog. A standard microchip or a mini microchip for smaller
dogs costs £15 or a bio therm microchip which can also
be used for cats costs £20. The microchip service also
includes owner registration on a database which allows
you to be re-united with your pet if it has strayed.
However, a microchip on its own is not enough and
owners must ensure that they keep their address details
up to date. If your dog has not yet been microchipped,
you would be advised to contact CONANVET on 01349
861203 for advice.

FERINTOSH HOUSE
We're disappointed to advise you that the decision has been
taken to terminate our interest in the development of a
Community Hub in the buildings formerly occupied by the
Family Resource Centre. The decision was made at the
Community Council meeting on 13th April by the
three Community Councillors who were involved in the Working
Group .

There was a good initial support for the project but
unfortunately this support was not maintained. Further,
development costs would have been considerable, with no
guarantee of funding and ongoing operational costs for a
new Community Hub made the project unviable. We'd like
to take this opportunity to thank all of you who contributed
to the project over the last 12 months.
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on Saturday 27
th

 August 2016
from 1 pm to 4 pm at the Village Playing Field

Conon Bridge Gala

Bubble Football

Ice Cream and Burgers

Highland Dancing

Pipe Band

Raffles and Tombola

Various Stalls

Facepainting

Archery

Laser Tag

Competitions

Bungee Trampoline

Bouncy Castle and Slide

Heritage Photographs and Teas in Church Hall

Kids Disco on Friday 26th at the Leanaig Community Centre
Nursery and P1 to P3 from 6.30 to 7.30 pm, P4 to P7 from 7.45 to 9.00 pm.

Attendance forms will be sent out in school bags and must be returned to the school by Friday 19th Aug.
GALA DAY BASH in the CONON HOTEL from 8 pm till late.
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BEN WYVIS PRIMARY SCHOOL
In our April issue we went on at some length to advise you
of the details of a meeting that had taken place on 03
December 2015 between representatives of the
communities of Conon Bridge and Maryburgh, staff and
parents at the school, the Leader and Chief Executive of
The Highland Council and Ward Members. From this
meeting, actions were agreed to address various
infrastructure issues both within and outside the school
building and we are now updating you on progress to date.
Grounds maintenance – an annual grounds maintenance
programme is to be put in place.
Additional storage space – modular storage furniture is
being installed in the corridors during the summer
holidays, the corridors having been re-decorated in June
Glazed openings – investigations are ongoing into the
provision of blinds or solar film to minimise heat in
classrooms in hot weather.
Heating system – temperature monitoring has been done
and controls for Velux rooflights will be modified to allow
more local environmental control. Carbon dioxide
monitoring indicators are to be removed and the trench
heating system in corridors will be modified over the
summer holidays. An air handling unit for the main hall is
being designed and upgrade work will be programmed in
conjunction with the Head Teacher.
Car park design and grounds maintenance – work is being
undertaken to address issues in this area.
Telephony – the existing fax line will be used as an
emergency telephone line and a suitable handset has been
purchased.
Water supply – cold water pipework has been boxed in to
isolate it and reduce heat gain from adjacent hot pipework.
Traffic management within the school grounds – action
has been taken to address the issues and monitoring on
a daily basis is carried out by the Head Teacher.
With regard to the Project Lessons Report, issues of
concern were identified under the themes of Organisation,
Quality, Plans, Risk, Change and Progress. Some of the
effects of these were: delays in dealing with issues or
responding to queries, communication problems and the
handover of the building with extensive snagging issues.
Recommendations were put forward to address these
issues and revised structures and guidelines have been
put in place to avoid such issues recurring.
Our major concern (in addition to the cost over-run) was
the issue of stakeholder engagement and the lack of
consultation and communication at all stages of the design
and construction process and after handover. This concern
appears to have been addressed by the introduction of
regular reviews of resource and capacity issues within Care
and Learning and Development & Infrastructure
departments and the introduction of new corporate
project management guidelines. Earlier and more active
management of the Change Control Process should lead
to better cost control. The introduction of a formal
communication management strategy and reporting
process should ensure that all stakeholders and Ward
Members are kept fully informed.

The implementation of these measures is designed to
ensure that future projects do not experience the
problems faced by our community school. We can but
hope.
SCHOOL FAYRE 2016
Thank you so much to everyone who supported our
Summer Fayre. The sun shone and the turnout was
amazing. A huge thank you to the Parent Partnership for
the months of planning and for the hard work leading up
to the event and on the day. Thank you also to the
teachers and staff who helped the children run class stalls.
We would also like to thank anyone who contributed in
any way, including the generosity of local businesses. A
grand total of £5,300 was raised and this does not yet
include the money from the school stalls. A truly fantastic
amount — well done everyone!
BEN WYVIS PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP
As you may be aware, the Parent Partnership elected
members are standing down, but as of yet, we do not have
confirmed replacements.
To find out about the role of the Parent Council, the
Highland Council have agreed to run a parents information
evening on the 23rd August 2016 at 6pm. Mrs. Steph
Wood, our Quality Improvement Manager for Mid-area,
is going to be presenting and it will give the parent forum
(every parent of a child in the school) an opportunity to
ask lots of questions and find out more about how you
can help.
Please come and join us. The role of a Parent Council is
vital in the school and we would like to encourage as many
to join with us in moving the school forward, promoting
our vision, supporting the children and also fundraising.
SPEEDWATCH
You may have read in the local media about citizens’
speedwatch campaigns in Culbokie and Avoch where recent
speed monitoring has recorded a large number of motorists
speeding in both communities despite the best efforts of
Police Scotland and Highland Council.
Volunteer residents wearing hi-vis jackets work in pairs to
observe vehicles passing the "smiley face" electronic speed
signs. It is hoped that this will encourage drivers to slow
down coming into the villages and be more attentive about
not triggering the "sad face" sign at 31mph.
Volunteers record both the total number of vehicles and the
number of those that trigger the "sad face" sign in a given
period of time. With residents observing traffic regularly and
at random times over several  months, campaigners believe
that overall speeds will steadily reduce.

Volunteers do not record any information that could lead to
the identification of specific vehicles. The initiative is
designed to simply make all motorists think about their speed
and no record is made of any specific vehicle that triggers
the sign.

If you believe that this initiative is worth trying at the
electronic speed sign on Station Road, please send an email
with your contact details to cononconsult@gmail.com with
‘Speedwatch’ as the subject.
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THE WHITE HOUSE B&B

Local businesses add vibrancy and value to communities.
In a new feature, we hope to learn more about them. In
this issue, we ask Brellin Ross of the Whitehouse on
Leanaig Road to give us some insights into her inspiration
for and what she has learned from her ‘Bikers’ B&B’.
1) What gave you the idea for setting up a B&B especially
aimed at Bikers?
I got my first motorbike when I was 9 years old and my
family background was in the hotel trade. Conon Bridge is
such a great central location for touring in all directions,
it made sense to open my B&B here. I know what bikers
are looking for.
2) When did you start up the business?
We bought the house in May 2013 and after a lot of
renovation work were ready to open in July 2014. We are
now into our 3rd season and have had over 2000 people
stay.
3) Do you have many bikers coming from abroad, and what
brings them to this part of the world?
We have had bikers from Australia, Greece. America,
Germany, Netherlands, Italy and other countries, as well
as many from England and Scotland. They come here
simply for the scenery. We also welcome all travellers.
4) Have you come across any particular problems faced
by bikers touring in the Highlands?
The main problem is getting fuel if they are in a remote
place in the evening as a lot of fuel stations shut early.
Bikes need fuel every 100 miles or so. Also wet clothing,
which is uncomfortable if not dried ready for the next day’s
riding.
5) Where are the most popular destinations for your
guests?
Skye, John O’Groats, Applecross, Loch Ness and Durness.
6) Are you starting to get ‘regulars’?
Yes, I have a website www.bikersbandb.com with pre-
planned routes and my guests like to do these runs. They
never have enough time to see everything so always want

to come back. Making my visitors feel at home is all-
important.
7) Top tips for a Biker’s Breakfast?
Local produce, plenty of it, and fresh coffee. A cheery smile
goes a long way too.
8) Your totem pole and penguin really brighten up the
street – where did you find them?
My brother made them with a chainsaw. Since the
schoolkids going past liked the totem pole so much we
decided to put the penguin there too.
9) What’s your own favourite holiday destination?
Belladrum!

GIRLS ON THE RUN - 5K AT MARYBURGH - SUNDAY
18˧˦˨˦˩˨ SEPTEMBER 2016 10.30am
Sole Mates ladies running group warmly invites ladies and
girls of all ages and levels of fitness to  join us on our
annual charity run - a 5k fun run/walk at the lovely Brahan
Estate in Maryburgh. This year all profits will go to the
Amazing Maasai Girls Education which supports
educational opportunities for Maasai girls in Kenya. You
don't have to be a member of Sole Mates, just come along,
meet new people and enjoy lovely scenery, fresh air and
good company. The run starts and finishes at Maryburgh
Hall where there will be refreshments and kids bouncy
castle.
We’d appreciate your Pre-entry registration, or pay £10
on the day, children under 16 free.  ENTER ONLINE IN
ADVANCE – £10 for over 16s, with registration 9-10am on
the day  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/girls-on-the-run-
2016-tickets-26260411598?aff=eac2
Here you will also find a map of the route and lots of
information. Any other queries can be emailed
to solemates2014@hotmail.com or contact us through
the Sole Mates Facebook page. For more information
about the Amazing Maasai Girls Project visit
www.amazinggirls.org. We look forward to seeing you!

Support for Ekwendeni Hospital, Malawi
In previous years the people of Conon Bridge have
generously supported the congregation of Ferintosh
Parish Church of Scotland in collections of bed-linen and
books for our partners in Malawi.

This year we are collecting  materials for Ekwendeni
Hospital, a hospital run by the Church of Central Africa
Presbyterian, which is twinned with Ross Presbytery of
the Church of Scotland.

We are looking for: Bandages of all sizes, in their original
packaging and with a "use by" date (if applicable) at least
a year ahead , Thin "surgical"- type gloves - all sizes,
Heavier "Marigold" - type gloves - all sizes, Items may be
given to any Church member, or there is also a collection
point in the Conon Bridge Pharmacy. The collection will
run until the end of September.



BRAE INTERIORS
Friendly & Professional Interior Design and Soft
Furnishing Service. From concept through to completion.
Supplier of designer fabric and wallpapers.  Contact Catriona
on  01349 863676

CONANVET
Veterinary Surgeons
Surgery: by appointment Mon - Sat
Tel:  01349 861203

CONON BRIDGE CHIP SHOP & CHINESE TAKEAWAY
Home Deliveries Available
Open:  Mon – Fri: 12 Noon to 1.30 pm
& 4.30 – 11.00 pm; Sat & Sun : 4.30 – 11.00 pm
Tel:  01349 864454

CONON BRIDGE HOTEL
Open for coffees, lunches, and dinners complemented
by an excellent range of ales, wines and spirits.
Open 7 days a week. Tel:  01349 861500

CONON BRIDGE PHARMACY
NHS and Private Dispensing
Open: Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am -1:00 pm. Tel: 01349 866694
Delivery service to Black Isle and beyond

DONNIE CAMPBELL
Roof Cleaning Services
Tel:  01349 861195
Mobile: 07759 954293
DU GROUNDWORKS
Tree stump grinding, Fence Post Installer and Extractor,
Ditching and Drainage, Cable Laying, Site Preparation
and Clearance.
Tel: 01349 862681
Mob: 07719 334045
Email: d_u_1@hotmail.com
GORDON YOUNG
‘A’ Level Mathematics Tuition
For information on tuition to university entrance level
Tel: 866481
JULIAN COUPLAND
Highland Craftsman
Maker of Fine Hand-Made Collectables
Tel:  01349 863737   Mobile: 07939 412357
Web: www.highlandcraftsman.co.uk
Email: enquiries@highlandcraftsman.co.uk

HEILAN GARDEN SERVICES
Tel: 01349 864247  Mobile:    07714337467
Email:  HielanGardenServices@hotmail.com
KELTIC CUTS
Hairdressing
Open:  Mon  1.00 pm – 5:30 pm
Tues Wed Fri  9.00 am –  5.30 pm
Thurs  9.00 am – 7.00 pm  Sat  9.00 am – 3.00 pm
Tel:  01349 861570

MACDONALD & MACINTYRE
Joiners and Contractors, 48 Thornbush Road, Inverness
Tel. 01463 233980    Fax. 01463 716980
URL: www.joinerinverness.co.uk
NEIL McKAY JOINERY
CSCS Registered
All types of joinery work undertaken. 30 years experience. No
job too big or small.
Tel: 01349 862062
Mob: 07545 160591

PLANET OCEAN
Aquatics & Coffee Shop
Tel: 01349 861809
www.planetocean.co.uk
Email: info@planetocean.co.uk
RIVERBANK (formerly Riverbank Nursery)
Serving local gardeners for over 30 years
Competitive prices and free local delivery and advice from our
qualified gardeners.
Open: Mon-Sat  9:00 am –  5:00 pm
Tel: 01349 861720
RIVERFORD AUTO SERVICES
Car, Bike and Van MOT
All vehicles serviced and repaired
Tel: 01349 861361
SAMMY’S HAIR SALON
Hairdressing
Open: Tues, Wed, Fri 8.15 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs 8.15 am - 6.30 pm Sat 8.00 am - 2.00 pm
Closed on Mondays
Tel:  01349 863849
WAYNE ROSS
Joiner Contractor
Kitchens, Laminate flooring and all types of joinery
Got a job? Big or small … then give me a call.
Tel:  01349 861666 or 07850 617429
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Charlett & Robertson Roofing
Tel: 01463 830294  Mobile: 07717 206280  Email: candr.roofing@yahoo.co.uk
● Over 30 years experience ● All roofing works undertaken ● Tiling ● Slating ● Soffits ● Guttering ● PVCu Fascias
● Flat roofs ● Moss clearance●  Chimney maintenance ● All leadwork including finials ● Free estimates and advice.
Web site: http://www.candrroofing.co.uk

BUSINESS LISTINGS

Disclaimer: Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the editors take no responsibility for errors in submitted articles.
Letters or articles for the Craic: Jim Attwood 01349 864052 (jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com) or Jock Comloquoy 01349 861153 (jcomloquoy@btinternet.com)

To have your business listed, email  Jim Attwood on: jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com
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