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CONON CRAIC

The Gala is Back!

The Gala Returns!

There were happy faces all round at the revived Conon Gala at the end of August.
After a pretty grim summer the weather finally smiled on us, and a good crowd
of locals and visitors turned out to enjoy the entertainment and activities on
offer. The afternoon …
Read the full story on page 3
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Community Council
Having given widespread coverage to the recent
Community Council election in the August issue
of the Conon Craic, on the community notice board,
and on our website and through our Twitter and
Facebook accounts, it was very disappointing that
only four people stood for positions on the Community
Council. They were  duly elected uncontested.
Unfortunately, shortly before the new Community
Council was due to take office, one of the members
found he had to relocate due to new work commitments.
As such, the Community Council was declared to
be in abeyance as four is the minimum number
required to form a quorum and conduct business
at Community Council meetings.

Thanks to Fiona MacKintosh, Jim Attwood, Hazel Bushell,
Antony Smith and Jock Comloquoy for their great service
to the community as members of the recently dissolved
Council. The Highland Council will call for nominations for
a new Conon Bridge Community Council in mid-January.
When the election timetable has been published by The
Highland Council, it will be posted on the notice board at
the Spar shop, at the Leanaig Community Centre as well
as on our social media. We would urge you to complete
a nomination form to become one of the eight Community
Councillors who will have an increasingly important role
to play with the introduction of the Community
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 when it comes into
effect in July 2016.

Contacting your local Highland Councillor
Graham Mackenzie  07557 566541

graham.mackenzie.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Alister MacKinnon  07557 566545
alister.mackinnon.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Angela MacLean 07825 116505
angela.maclean.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Margaret Paterson 07788 918537
margaret.paterson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Advertising feature

Is this the end of the line?
The efforts to bring 3G mobile technology to Conon
Bridge through the Vodafone Rural Open Sure Signal
programme continue. The proprietors of three commercial
properties in the village have now signed their
agreements with Vodafone to host the equipment
necessary to carry the 3G signal throughout the
village. In addition, planning permission has been
granted for a small external antenna to be fixed
to one of the properties. So far so good, but to
get this far has taken 12 months. Vodafone has
approached BT to order new fibre optic broadband
lines for the operation of the equipment, only to
be told (as some of you may already know from
having made a similar request to BT for broadband
connections) that the capacity of the telecoms cabinet
near the War Memorial requires to be upgraded
to carry more fibre optic broadband connections.
Further, the telecoms cabinet close to the new
roundabout opposite the school will be fitted with
fibre optic broadband connections, but at this point
in time, the date is unknown.

Having come so far on the Vodafone ROSS initiative
it is frustrating that 3G mobile technology is unlikely
to be available in the community before Christmas,
but rest assured that having come this far, efforts
will continue to be made to achieve the objective
of bringing 3G mobile technology to Conon Bridge.

Scout Christmas Post
Have your Christmas Cards
delivered by the 1st Conon
Bridge & Maryburgh Scout
Group for the very reasonable price of 15p per card.

They will be delivering them within the 30mph signs
in the villages of Conon Bridge and Maryburgh.

Christmas cards can be dropped off at Conon Bridge
Church Hall or Maryburgh Amenities Hall between 10am
and 12 noon on Saturday 12�� December. Tea/Coffee
with Mince Pies and Shortbread on sale throughout the
morning. No post accepted after this date. Same day
delivery not  guaranteed.

For more information contact Corinna 867880 or Lauren
863794.

Joining the Scouts

Scouts, for ages 10½ to 14, meet Friday evenings 7:15 till
9:00 pm in the Leanaig Centre. Indoor and outdoor skills,
activities (archery, water-sports, night hikes, cycling,
camps, star-gazing etc.) and fun!

For more information please call Assistant Scout Leader
Martin McLauchlan on 01349 861930.



The Gala returns (Continued from front page)
The afternoon kicked off with a children’s fancy dress parade
accompanied by the Highland Hospice mascot, Bobby the
Bee and led by members of the Northern Constabulary
Community Pipe Band. Having given a great performance on
the stage, the pipe band was followed by the talented
Marion Munro dancers. Paula Barlow, ably assisted by
Dingwall Academy senior pupils, organised a fun programme
of sports for the younger children, before a football match
organised by Chloe McLeod took over the centre of the
playing field.

Elsewhere around the field, wellies were thrown with gusto,
archery skills honed, faces painted and bouncy castles
bounced. There was a raffle of prizes generously donated by
local businesses and supporters, a wide range of game tables
for those feeling lucky, and lots of local craft and produce
stalls to peruse. Those ready for a break were able to enjoy a
lovely tea with home baking courtesy of the church social
team. The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service were kind enough
to provide an appliance in the car park for young and old alike
to view at close quarters. All in all it was an afternoon for the
whole community to enjoy. In the evening some amazing
dancing was on display at the children’s disco, followed later
by some even more amazing dancing at the Gala dance,
where Ezra played a fabulous set that truly had something for
everyone, and people never known to have danced in public
before were seen to take to their feet! A great night to round
off a great day.

The gala committee would like to offer heartfelt thanks to
all who helped in any way to make the day a success.
However, the number of entries for the children’s fancy dress
parade and the number of tickets sold for the disco and
the evening dance were disappointing and we hope these
attractions will be better supported next year. Plans are
already afoot for next year’s event. Any feedback on this
year’s gala would be very helpful in making next year’s
event even better and anyone wishing to offer ideas or
become involved in the planning and organisation of the
2016 gala should contact either Jim Attwood or Ali Matheson.

Thank you Sponsors
The Conon Bridge Gala Committee would like to
acknowledge the following for donating prizes to the raffle
and tombola:

AMK Financial Services, Anne's Hairdresser (Dingwall),
Brae Interiors, Conanvet, Conon Bridge Pharmacy, Conon
Bridge Chinese Takeaway, Edinburgh Salmon Company
(Dingwall), John M Munro Butchers (Dingwall), Keltic Cuts
Hairdresser, Morrisons Supermarket (Inverness), Murdo
Maclennan (MCM Technical Services Ltd.), Munro's
Garden Centre, Munlochy, Ord Distillery, (Muir of Ord), A
M Phillips, Planet Ocean, Riverford Autos, Ross County FC,
Sammy's Hairdressers, Scotrail, Strathconon Organix,
Tommy Stirling Funfairs, Howard Taylor (H Taylor Haulage),
Struan Apiaries and Tesco plc, Dingwall.

You all contributed to the success of the Gala. Many thanks!

Growing the Tallest Sunflower
In May 2015, pupils of Ben Wyvis Primary School were
given packets of sunflower seeds to plant to see who
could  grow the tallest sunflower. With an amazing
sunflower of  beanstalk-proportions, the  winner was
Rachel  MacLennan who is pictured below with her prize
winning sunflower.

Maryburgh Free Church
We warmly invite you to join us for a Christmas Carol
Service in Maryburgh Free Church on Saturday 19��
December 2015 at 6pm.

Tea, coffee and mince pies will be served afterwards.
For further details, please contact Rev. Alec Stewart on
01349 863367.
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Ferintosh Church News
Christmas Services 2015

Family Nativity Service  Sunday 20�� Dec at 11am

Family Carol Service Sunday 20�� Dec at 6.30pm

Watchnight Service Thursday 24�� Dec at 11.30pm

Family Christmas Day Service Friday 25�� Dec at 11am
All welcome!

River Cafe Dates
Friday 4�� Dec (12 noon): Soup lunch, looking at how
Christmas is celebrated around the world.

Wednesday 9�� Dec (2 - 3:30pm): Drop in for a cuppa, home
bakes and a chat.



Remembrance Sunday
On Sunday 8��  November, a large crowd gathered at the
village War Memorial to pay their respects to those who
gave their lives for our freedom. A procession which
included Cubs, Scouts and Beavers was led from the
Church by the Rev. Andrew Graham and piper Sara Di
Carlo. Wreaths were laid by the Cubs, Scouts and Beavers,
followed by Alister MacKinnon for The Highland Council,
Jim Attwood for the Community Council and Mairi
MacKenzie for Ferintosh Parish Church. The Remembrance
Service and the Act of Remembrance at 11am at the War
Memorial was followed by a well-attended Remembrance
Service in the Church.

Memorial Garden at Ben Wyvis Primary School
In our August issue, we featured an article on the opening
of the Memorial Garden at the school. Now, shortly after
the Remembrance Day wreath laying ceremony at the
village war memorial, we recall the background of those
commemorated in the garden.

Lance Corporal James Ellis of the Seaforth Highlanders.
Born in 1888, his father was manager at Conan Mains
farm. He was 29 when he died on April 13, 1917.
Lance Corporal John A Melrose of the Cameron
Highlanders. He was brought up by an aunt, Mrs Gibbons,
in Conon Bridge. He was 32 when he died in 1916.
Private Roderick Clunas of the Seaforth Highlanders. He
was born in 1889 and stayed at Alcaig where his father
was a ploughman. He was 26 when he died on November
8, 1915.
Private David Forsyth of the Seaforth Highlanders. He was
born in 1887 and his father was a ploughman at Torgorm
Farm. He was 29 when he died on June 30, 1916.
Lance Corporal Robert Gollan of the Cameron Highlanders.
Born in 1883, he lived in Bridge Street, Conon Bridge and
worked with the post office both in Beauly and Conon. His

father was a carpenter with MacDonald’s in Dingwall. He
was 31 when he died on October 2, 1914.
Private Alexander Fraser of the Seaforth Highlanders. Born
in 1896 he lived at Quarry Cottage, Conon Bridge. He was
a gardener with Sir Kenneth MacKenzie at Conan House.
He was 21 when he died on December 29, 1917.

Private Roderick James Macrae, a gunner with the Tank
Corps. Born in 1894 he lived at Top Street, Conon Bridge.
He worked for Wm Mackenzie, Grocer, Dingwall. His
father was a mason in Conon Bridge. He was 23 when he
died on November 27, 1917.

We will remember them.
s  s  s

On the 11�� November at 11 am, the pupils of BenWyvis
Primary School assembled in front of the memorial garden
to pay their respects. The head teacher, Mrs Tania Mackie
told us: “We all worked as classes to make wreaths for our
Remembrance Service. The classes then attended
assembly, where P4 had organised a Power-Point
presentation and spoke about what the poppy represents.
The ministers and councillors for the area also attended
our service. I was very impressed with the quality of the
singing and all the classes sang the song associated with
the Army Wives Choir, ‘Just Sing’.”

“We then paid respect with our two minute silence and
gathered as a whole school to remember those who fought
in wars and those still fighting. Both ministers spoke and
the children laid their wreaths.”
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Rev. Andrew Graham leads the procession from the church
to the War Memorial, accompanied by Cubs Scouts, Beavers
and local Councillors.

David Brown, Jamie Robertson and Choire Hunter of Primary 4
lay their wreath at the Memorial Garden.
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Ben Wyvis Primary School
Many of you who are reading this article will have seen
the recent bad press given to The Highland Council in
respect of their inadequate project management of the
construction of the school which resulted in an overspend
of £862,608. Yes, you did read that correctly - £862,608.

Apologies have been made by the Chief Executive and the
Director of Infrastructure and Development, but are these
apologies sufficient?

The Ward Members for Dingwall and Seaforth, particularly
Councillor Alister MacKinnon, have been very vocal in their
criticism of the Council since the completion of the
project, and rightly so. From a report produced by the
Internal Audit Finance Service of The Highland Council
which was presented to the Audit and Scrutiny Committee
on 30�� September, it is apparent that Ward Members
were not kept fully informed of cost over-runs, project
delays, etc. and in general were not being listened to with
regard to their concerns for the construction contract.
This, in itself, makes a mockery of The Highland Council
Communications Strategy 2015-17, a key element of which
is ‘genuine listening’.

The Internal Audit report details an Action Plan containing
17 recommendations that should be implemented by
various departments within The Highland Council so that
the inadequacies in the management of this project are
not repeated. Time alone will tell!

A meeting between representatives of the two
Community Councils, the School Parent Partnership, Ward
Members, the Head Teacher, the Leader of The Highland
Council (Margaret Davidson ) and Chief Executive of The
Highland Council (Steve Barron) is currently being
arranged. If you have any questions or views that you
would like aired at this meeting, please contact either
Fiona MacKintosh on 861663 or Jim Attwood on 864052
so that your questions can be addressed at the meeting.

Answers and outcomes from this meeting will be
published in the March issue of the Conon Craic.

Ferintosh House
Consideration is still being given to the possibility of an
asset transfer of the former Family Resource Centre in
Sellar Place from The Highland Council to a new
community organisation.

At a meeting held on 4�� August, discussion centred on
possible organisation structures to take the project
forward and handouts were given to those present by
Ross-shire Voluntary Action.

A further meeting was held on Wednesday 26�� August
when a presentation was made by Diane Campbell from
the Community Ownership Support Service.

Discussion then took place on the most appropriate
structure for asset ownership and how an income stream

could be generated to fund the ongoing costs of running
the asset. Sources of funding to carry out a site and
building condition survey, a project feasibility study and
the preparation of a business case for the asset transfer
were also discussed.

As nobody would volunteer to lead the project, Jim
Attwood and Fiona MacKintosh put themselves forward
to jointly co-ordinate the management of activities
necessary to take the project forward.

A Chartered Surveyor has now been engaged to provide
Building Condition reports on the two properties. Only
when the reports have been received and reviewed will a
decision be made on whether a continued interest is
maintained in the project.

You may recall that the focus of interest for any new
facility centred on around six specific areas (see below).
In order to gauge the level of interest in each of these
areas, please register (name, contact phone number and
email address), before 31�� December 2015, your interest
as follows:

Children’s soft play area – Chloe McLeod on 368507

Allotments and Men’s Shed – Jock Comloquoy on
861153

Community meeting space & cafe – Fiona MacKintosh
on 861663 or 07810 356865

Activities for older people – Hazel Bushell on 861247

The levels of interest recorded will help to support our
business case for the asset transfer.

For a more in-depth view of community ownership and
what it entails, please visit the excellent website:
www.dtascommunityownership.co.uk.

The new animated guide on the website will give you a
clearer picture of what an asset transfer involves and the
conditions required to determine whether it will succeed
or fail. This website can also be accessed from the Links
page of our website www.cononbridge.org.uk.

 Transport Services Public Consultation
To have your say and make your views known on The
Highland Council part-funded transport services
provision in Dingwall and Seaforth and the Black Isle,
please visit the Public Consultations page of our website
at www.cononbridge.org.uk and follow the link to the
online questionnaire or pick up a questionnaire from the
Service Point, Ross House, Dingwall. The closing date for
the submission of survey forms is Sunday 13 December
2015.

The editors of the Craic would like to hear your views
about anything covered in this newsletter. You can find
our contact details at the bottom of page 7.



Welcome!
A warm welcome to Mrs Tania Mackie who took over the
role of head teacher at the primary school in October. Mrs
Mackie was previously head teacher at Park Primary in
Invergordon.

The Ben Wyvis Parent Partnership, Community Council
and the Leanaig Community Centre Advisory Forum all
look forward to working with Mrs Mackie to further
develop the community school concept for the benefit of
both the children of Conon Bridge and Maryburgh and
their respective communities.

Ben Wyvis Primary Parent Partnership
By Helen Brown

The Parent Partnership last met on November 4�� and we
would like to thank all the parents who attended. It was
so motivating to see new parents coming along to support
the partnership group as well as those who have
previously attended our meetings. We would also like to
thank the local Councillors who attended the meeting and
who gave advice and information on community matters
affecting the school. The BWPP Committee Members
would like to hear the parents’ views on the Audit Report
referred to elsewhere in this newsletter so that these
views can be presented to the meeting with The Highland
Council  Chief Executive, as we believe that we must move
forward for the benefit of all concerned.

The funds raised from the Summer Fete in June have been
used to help build the peace garden which is now
complete in the inner school courtyard.  It is looking really
impressive and our thanks go to ‘Grandad Tom’ and
various members of the community who used their expert
gardening skills to teach the children theirs!  The school
benefited from an experience day of drumming when
the  Kakatsitsi Drummers came to visit the  school. The
pupils had a wonderful time performing dances to the
drummers’ rhythms and having a go with the drums. A
science experience day has also been planned for May
2016. The BWPP would not be able to pay for these
experience days without all the support and funds raised
from the larger school community in Conon Bridge,
Maryburgh and the surrounding area, so thanks to you all.

The new school library had an official launch after school
in early November and thanks go to all the parents and
carers who attended. The library computer system is now
up and running and all the books were on the shelves (to
start with!)  School and nursery pupils can borrow library
books to take home on a regular basis. It was lovely to see
the enthusiasm children still gain from reading a book.

The next meeting of the Ben Wyvis Parent Partnership is
Wednesday 16th December at 6.30pm - all parents and
carers of pupils at the school and nursery are invited.

The Ben Wyvis Parent Partnership e-mail address is
benwyvispp@gmail.com should you wish to contact us.
We also have a Facebook page for parents and carers of
school and nursery pupils attending Ben Wyvis Primary
School. If you subscribe to our School Blog at
http://benwyvisprimaryblog.wordpress.com, you’ll be
sent an email when school news is posted on our website.

Dates for your Diary

Christmas Raffle - raffle tickets will be on sale very
soon. Prizes so far: 1st prize Tablet computer, 2nd prize
£100, 3rd prize Luxury Hamper and 4th prize Home-made
Christmas Cake and Bubbly. Please support us if you can.

Our Craicing Sudoku
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains the digits 1 to 9. Target: 20 minutes.
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The Christmas Lights
Switch On!

Saturday 5�� December at 6pm
Children assemble in the Church

Car Park at 5:45 pm

All others at the War Memorial
Santa, Carols, Piper, Teas and Squash,

Mince Pies, Glow Sticks and more!
All Free, but be prepared to make a wee donation

to charity. Proceeds to Church and Rotary Club.



BRAE INTERIORS
Friendly & Professional Interior Design and Soft
Furnishing Service. From concept through to
completion.  Supplier of designer fabric and wallpapers.
Contact Catriona on  01349 863676

CONANVET
Veterinary Surgeons
Surgery: by appointment Mon - Sat
Tel:  01349 861203

CONON BRIDGE CHIP SHOP & CHINESE TAKEAWAY
Home Deliveries Available
Open:  Mon – Fri: 12 Noon to 1.30 pm
& 4.30 – 11.00 pm; Sat & Sun : 4.30 – 11.00 pm
Tel:  01349 864454

CONON BRIDGE HOTEL
Open for coffees, lunches, and dinners complemented
by an excellent range of ales, wines and spirits.
Open 7 days a week. Tel:  01349 861500

CONON BRIDGE PHARMACY
NHS and Private Dispensing
Open: Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am -1:00 pm. Tel: 01349 866694
Delivery service to Black Isle and beyond

DONNIE CAMPBELL
Roof Cleaning Services
Tel:  01349 861195
Mobile: 07759 954293

DU GROUNDWORKS
Tree stump grinding, Fence Post Installer and Extractor,
Ditching and Drainage, Cable Laying, Site Preparation
and Clearance.
Tel: 01349 862681
Mob: 07719 334045
Email: d_u_1@hotmail.com

GORDON YOUNG
‘A’ Level Mathematics Tuition
For information on tuition to university entrance level
Tel: 866481

JULIAN COUPLAND
Highland Craftsman
Maker of Fine Hand-Made Collectables
Tel:  01349 863737   Mobile: 07939 41235
Web: www.highlandcraftsman.co.uk
Email: enquiries@highlandcraftsman.co.uk

KELTIC CUTS
Hairdressing
Open:  Mon  1.00 pm – 5:30 pm
Tues Wed Fri  9.00 am –  5.30 pm
Thurs  9.00 am – 7.00 pm  Sat  9.00 am – 3.00 pm
Tel:  01349 861570

NEIL McKAY JOINERY
CSCS Registered
All types of joinery work undertaken. 30 years
experience. No job too big or small.
Tel: 01349 862062
Mob: 07545 160591

PLANET OCEAN
Aquatics & Coffee Shop
Tel: 01349 861809
www.planetocean.co.uk
Email: info@planetocean.co.uk

RIVERBANK (formerly Riverbank Nursery)
Serving local gardeners for over 30 years
Competitive prices and free local delivery and advice
from our qualified gardeners.
Open: Mon-Sat  9:00 am –  5:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm –  5:00 pm
Tel: 01349 861720
www.riverbankplantcentre.co.uk

RIVERFORD AUTO SERVICES
Car, Bike and Van MOT
All vehicles serviced and repaired
Tel: 01349 861361

SAMMY’S HAIR SALON
Hairdressing
Open: Tues, Wed, Fri 8.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs 8.30 am - 6.30 pm Sat 8.00 am - 3.00 pm
Closed on Mondays
Tel:  01349 863849

WAYNE ROSS
Joiner Contractor
Kitchens, Laminate flooring and all types of joinery
Got a job? Big or small … then give me a call.
Tel:  01349 861666 or 07850 617429

To have your business listed, contact  Jim Attwood on
01349 864052 or email: jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com
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Charlett & Robertson Roofing
Tel: 01463 830294  Mobile: 07717 206280  Email: candr.roofing@yahoo.co.uk
● Over 30 years experience ● All roofing works undertaken ● Tiling ● Slating ● Soffits ● Guttering ● PVCu Fascias
● Flat roofs ● Moss clearance●  Chimney maintenance ● All leadwork including finials ● Free estimates and advice.
Web site: http://www.candrroofing.co.uk

Business Listings

Disclaimer: Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the editors take no responsibility for errors in submitted articles.
Letters or articles for the Craic: Jim Attwood 01349 864052 (jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com) or Jock Comloquoy 01349 861153 (jcomloquoy@btinternet.com)
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