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CONON CRAIC

School’s Out

This year’s P7 leavers’ party was organised by Lorraine and
Donald MacLean. They were assisted by some of the other
parents to give their children a great final reminder of their
primary school days. There was terrific fun to be had on
the soft slide and the bungee run and the chance to try out
the mock Sumo wrestling, all held in the superbly
revamped gym hall.
Thanks to Tesco Dingwall, Conon Bridge’s Co-op and
Tulloch Homes for supporting the event and all the
teachers and support staff at Ben Wyvis Primary School for
their hard work over the year. [Photos by Callum Mackay]

Catriona Meiklejohn told the Craic that it was a sad day for the Conon Bridge Lunch Club when chairlady Margot Smith
retired on 23rd June.  Margot  was the founder of the Lunch Club three years ago and had been a stalwart ever since,
making tasty soups and delicious pancakes and scones. Pictured is Margot receiving flowers and gifts for her service
to the Lunch Club from Catriona and Lily Urquhart. Lily’s trademark cake is shown on the right, reflecting Margot’s
career as a music teacher and her passion for gardening!
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CONTACTING YOUR COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Fiona Mackintosh (Chair) 07810 356865

Jim Attwood (Vice-chair) 864052

Jane Attwood (Secretary) 864052

Hazel Bushell 861247

Alister Mackintosh 861663

 or by email at cononcommunitycouncil@gmail.com

CONTACTING YOUR HIGHLAND COUNCILLOR

Graham Mackenzie 07557 566541
graham.mackenzie.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Alister MacKinnon  07557 566545
alister.mackinnon.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Angela MacLean 07825 116505
angela.maclean.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Margaret Paterson 07788 918537
margaret.paterson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

FIBRE BROADBAND
We promise that this will be the final article on the subject
of fibre optic broadband. We’re pleased to report that
orders are now being taken for fibre optic broadband
connections from both cabinet 7 at the War Memorial and
cabinet 8 near the roundabout. As explained in a previous
issue, such connections give a much faster download and
upload speed for internet access. However, don’t expect
your existing broadband connection to be automatically
switched to the faster service. You must contact an
Internet Service Provider (ISP) to request and arrange a
transfer of service. The most widely used ISP in this area
is probably BT but you may also like to consider other ISPs
such as Sky, EE and TalkTalk. To start the order process,
enter your postcode at:
https://www.homeandwork.openreach.co.uk
and follow the instructions.

We’ve been advised
through our Facebook
page that if you live in the
Bishop Kinkell area you
may still be able to get a
fast broadband
connection from Black Isle
Broadband. This depends
on a property being within
line of sight of their radio
wireless network mast
sites so please check out:
http://www.black-isle.net

EDITORIAL
We hope you’ll recognise a common theme from some of
the articles in this issue of the Conon Craic –
VOLUNTEERING – offering to do something that you don’t
have to do, often without having been asked to do it
and/or without expecting payment.

In this issue we have a couple of good examples of
volunteering: Jim and Jane Attwood weeding the tubs and
planters in the village and Kenny Fraser and Simon Logan
clearing the big branches that were blocking the Ladies
Walk. Thanks also to Kenny for looking after the rose
garden.

However, without volunteers, the tubs and planters
haven’t been planted out and there is no Gala this year.
Dingwall, Muir of Ord, Maryburgh and Contin seem to be
able to find volunteers, so why can’t we? Our attempt to
establish a Community Hub was considered as not being
financially viable on an ongoing basis as well as suffering
from a lack of volunteers and the initial enthusiasm for
creating a Men’s Shed group waned through not being
able to find suitable premises. Happily however, a Men’s
Shed has now been established in Dingwall (* see below).

Community Council meetings are poorly attended and we
only have 5 out of a possible 8 Community Councillors. It
feels as if there is a general lack of community spirit in the
village. Apathy rules! Or does it? Many of the village
groups and organisations wouldn’t exist without their
volunteers and committees – the SWI, the Flower Club,
the Parent and Toddler Group, the Book Club, uniformed
organisations such as the Scouts and Guides, Taekwondo,
the Bowling Club, Badminton Club and the Swimming Club.

The Senior Citizens Christmas Party and the Lunch Club
wouldn’t take place without their organisers and Ferintosh
Parish Church hosts the River Cafe and refreshments after
church services as well as a programme of speakers and
other events.

The Amenities Association organises the Christmas tree
lighting event and their volunteers put up and take down
the Christmas lights.

The School Parent Council do a marvellous job in fund
raising, Highland Dancing and Ceilidh Dancing groups are
active in the Leanaig Community Centre and the Knit and
Natter group meet regularly in the Planet Ocean cafe.

Volunteers help deliver the community newsletter you’re
reading now. The Community Council acknowledges and
thanks all the volunteers and their clubs and groups for
their ongoing commitment to the community.

* For further details please contact Andy Foley on 01349 866992 or by
email to andy134foley@gmail.com. You can help Dingwall Men's Shed
in their Tesco Bags of Help fund raising bid by donating your blue token
to their cause.
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Ferintosh Church News
With thanks to Janet Murray and Shona Vance

The following are events due to be held at the Church,
where a warm welcome awaits.

Morning Worship takes place at 11.00 am. Sunday Club
and FYF meet at 10.50 am in the church hall and there is
a Creche for pre-school children each Sunday Morning.
Note there will be NO regular Evening Services until a new
Minister is appointed.

River Cafe: This is held in the church hall on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month from 2 pm-3.30 pm where we
enjoy tea/coffee, home baking and the chance for a chat.
All are welcome. Dates of the next cafes are: 11th October,
8th November, 13th December.

Soup Lunches: These are held on the 1st Friday of the
month at 12 noon where a warm welcome awaits. Why
not join us for some delicious home-made soup and tea
and biscuits, while having the chance to meet for a chat?
Dates for this session are: Friday 6th October 2017, 3rd
November, 1st December & 2nd February 2018 and 2nd
March.

Coffee Morning/Christmas Stalls: There is to be a Coffee
Morning with Christmas Stalls in the Church Hall on
Saturday 2nd December 2017 from 10.00 am -12 noon to
which all are welcome. Watch out for our posters with
more information nearer the time.

THE LADIES WALK and TESCO BAGS of HELP
We’re delighted to announce that we’ve been offered a
grant of up to a maximum of £3,000 from the Tesco Bags
of Help scheme for our Ladies Walk restoration project.
This is all down to everyone who used their Tesco blue
tokens in the Dingwall store during May and June to vote
us into first place for the award, so a big thank you to you
all from your Community Council. In the May 2017 issue
of the Conon Craic we thanked Kenny Fraser and Simon
Logan for all the hard work they had done with their chain
saws to clear the bigger tree branches which were
blocking the route. The next priority will be identifying and
marking out specific trails and then cutting back the
vegetation on these trails.

Our application for funding was based on a budget for the
provision of personal protective equipment, tools and
equipment for the works, repairs to small footbridges, the
provision of information boards and trail marker posts and
publicity and marketing leaflets. We would like to see
more community involvement so if you have experience
of using a brush cutter, can use a pair of loppers or would
just like to get involved, please speak to any of the
Community Councillors, send an email to
cononcommunitycouncil@gmail.com or send us a

message through the Conon Bridge Community Council
Facebook page.

Thanks once again for helping us meet our funding target.

POLICING OUR COMMUNITY
After apologies for absence, the first item on the Agenda
of every Community Council meeting is the Police Report
for Conon Bridge. The Ward and Local Policing Plan
Priorities are 1. Road Safety, 2. Antisocial Behaviour and
3. Alcohol/Drug Abuse. PC Kevin Taylor has recently taken
over community engagement duties for Conon Bridge and
at the last Community Council meeting on 21 June 2017,
PC Taylor presented a very comprehensive report on the
police activities conducted over the previous 4 weeks in
support of the policing priorities for our village.

Crime in our area is generally regarded as being low. With
regard to road safety/driver behaviour, offences tend to
be such things as driving with no MOT or valid road tax or
insurance, speeding and use of a mobile phone while
driving. The speed limit in much of the Conon Bridge area
is 20 mph though you wouldn’t think it.

Of greater concern is the increase in the level of reported
antisocial behaviour in the village. In response to this
increase, local officers have increased both high-visibility
mobile patrols and foot patrols to combat the issue. Much
of the antisocial behaviour revolves around disorderly
conduct, neighbour disputes, threatening and abusive
behaviour, minor assaults and attempts at unlawful entry.
There would also appear to be an increase in offences of
shoplifting.

The details given above are not provided to cause alarm.
Both local police and residents perceive Conon Bridge as
being a safe place in which to live. Basic security
precautions such as ensuring your property and
outbuildings are locked and valuables are kept in car boots
rather than being on open display will help keep you and
your property safe.

Our thanks go to PC Taylor and the other police officers
based in Dingwall who do a great job with scarce resources.

CONON IN BLOOM?
In our May 2017 issue of the Conon Craic we asked for
volunteers to help maintain the tubs and planters

throughout the village. As there
was no response, the
Community Council decided at
its meeting on 21 June 2017
that there was no point in
wasting money buying and
planting bedding plants if these

could not be regularly watered and looked after.

Our thanks to Jim and Jane Attwood for weeding and
tidying up tubs and planters. Jane wishes that she could
get Jim to show as much commitment in their own garden!
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GROWING PAINS IN CONON BRIDGE?
You can’t help but notice the current level of house building in
Conon Bridge. This is summarised as follows:

The 29 properties in phase 5A of the Tulloch Homes Braes of
Conon development are affordable housing of 2-3 bedroom
properties and one five bedroom property. Tulloch Homes is
responsible for the design and build of these houses and on
completion they will be handed over to Highland Council and
Albyn Housing Society. The completion of phase 5A will account
for the 25% of affordable housing units required to be built
within the whole development. A play area and kick pitch open
area were included in the phase 5A planning application.
Maintenance of this facility is the responsibility of a private
factor who is also responsible for the maintenance of all
common areas within the development. It is anticipated that
the houses will be ready for occupation by May 2018.

Planning permission has also been granted to Tulloch Homes
for 79 homes at phase 4C of the Braes of Conon development.
This development will be a mix of 2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes
and will complete the number of homes that received planning
permission for that development.

Work commenced in May 2017 on the building of 28 houses on
land to the North of Sellar Place. These houses are being built
for Albyn Housing Society by Compass Construction.

A Proposal of Application Notice for the former Pescanova fish
processing factory off High Street is ongoing. You may recall that
the public were invited to a consultation meeting in January
2015 so that the developers could get feedback on their
proposals for the building of 72 houses, a doctor’s surgery and
2 retail units.

In addition to these developments, a planning application has
once again been submitted for the building of 3 houses adjacent
to Riverbank Road.

We believe that the proposed developments at the former
Pescanova site and at Riverbank Road will only take place after
improvements have been made to the Conon Bridge flood
defences. At a meeting of The Highland Council Places
Committee (where do they think of the names?) on 15 June
2017, the Committee approved a budget allocation of £200,000
for improvements to flood defences in Conon Bridge. The report
to the Committee went on to state that ‘the existing Conon
Bridge flood defences have been assessed to be insufficient to
meet current standards for new development. This has held
back development in the village and is delaying significant
economic regeneration. An opportunity has arisen which would
mean that developer contributions from a substantial
development in Conon Bridge could be provided to the Council
to develop improvement works for the benefit of the whole
village’. Our Ward Members were consulted on a
recommendation that £200,000 be allocated to the Conon
Bridge Flood Defence improvements and all fully endorsed the
recommendation. All of the planning applications associated
with these developments are available to view on The Highland
Council website at www.highland.gov.uk.

However, having said all this, there’s nothing about how the
school will cope with the increase in the school roll, there’s
nothing about an upgrade to the limited facilities at the Leanaig

Community Centre and there’s nothing about improvements to
the junction of the B9163 and the A835 to accommodate the
increased traffic flow. We are aware that a proposal is being
developed for additional classrooms at the school but until such
time as a planning application is submitted we are unable to
give you any details.

We hope that our village will not be developed in the same way
as Milton of Leys in Inverness where the school was over-
crowded almost as soon as it had been built and only now are
discussions ongoing about amenities for the residents. Time to
call a halt on further development in Conon Bridge? To date we
have received one comment based on a similar article on our
Planning webpage. Send us your thoughts on the matter, by
email with the heading ‘Planning’, to cononconsult@gmail.com
An update on any comments received will feature in the next
issue of the Conon Craic planned for November 2017.

MARYBURGH & CONON SWI
You may be aware that this is the Centenary year of the Scottish
Womens Rural Institute. SWRI began in Longniddry, East Lothian
with the aim of giving rural women, who often led very isolated
lives, the chance to meet, make friends, exchange ideas and
learn from each other. At present there are 731 Institutes with
16,691 members throughout Scotland including the islands.

Maryburgh & Conon Institute, one of 18 in Ross-shire, began in
1930 and has 37 members of different ages and backgrounds.
We meet on the second Monday of the month from September
to May at 7.30 pm in the Leanaig Community Centre, Conon
Bridge. We are a relaxed, friendly group of ladies who have built
up friendships and learned many craft and cooking skills
together and are happy to share what we have learned with
anyone who is interested. Our meetings usually include a talk
or demonstration from a guest speaker followed by a cuppa and
chat. Membership is £25 a year and we have a £1 raffle at most
meetings to help with running costs. Some months we have a
separate Craft Club for ladies who are particularly interested in
learning or passing on their knowledge of different handcrafts.

In recent years there has been
a move to modernise the SWRI
to attract more “younger”
members and interest ladies
from towns (this is why the
“Rural” has recently been
dropped from the name).
More information about SWI
in Scotland can be obtained

from the internet at www.theswi.org.uk. Both Ross-shire
Federation and Maryburgh & Conon Institute now have
Facebook access. 

Ross-shire SWI holds two shows annually. The Bulb & Baking
Show in March has beautiful displays of pot-grown bulbs, floral
art and all sorts of baking while, at The Handcraft Show in April,
sewing, knitting, crochet, needlework, papercrafts and art take
pride of place. SWI members compete for points for themselves
and their Institute and there is a bit of friendly competition.
There are also classes which children and menfolk related to a
SWI member can compete in. Both shows are well worth visiting.
Our thanks to Esther Thomas and Sandra Wilson for this article.
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NORTH COAST 500 (NC500)
You can’t have failed to notice the interest generated by
the NC500 road trip initiative and its comparison with
Route 66 in America. Thousands of motorists have made
the very scenic trip since it became heavily publicised a
few years ago. The benefits to the Highland economy and
small communities in particular have been significant but
there is always the downside of higher volumes of traffic.

As you’ll see from the photo, caravans are not allowed on
the route. However, it would appear that some devious
motorists have overcome this inconvenience by parking
them in the area of Sellar Place and Logie Place before
taking their trip. This is all very well but it would also
appear that they are failing to collect their caravans after
their trip!

On a more serious note, we have received complaints from
several members of the community about the
proliferation of caravans in Conon Bridge. These
complaints have been passed to our Ward Members, The
Highland Council and Police Scotland. Not only are the
caravans unsightly, take up parking space and become
targets for vandals but costs are being incurred by The
Highland Council in the collection and disposal of these.

If you have any information on the person(s) involved in
dumping these caravans please report it to Police Scotland
on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

THE CONON CRAIC and SOCIAL MEDIA
We try to publish our free community newsletter, the
Conon Craic, every 3 months so that you are kept informed
about things happening in our community and also in the
hope that you will engage with us in debate about
community matters. As much of the content of these
newsletters is written by one of the Community
Councillors, we put out an appeal on our Facebook page
for residents to submit articles for inclusion in this issue.
The ladies of Maryburgh & Conon SWI were kind enough
to send us an article and we hope that publishing this will
help to increase the numbers attending their meetings.

Our website at www.cononbridge.org.uk is updated on a
weekly basis so that you can
keep up-to-date with
community news in between
issues of the Conon Craic.

We’d like to see an increase in
the number of people accessing
this website and taking the
opportunity for greater
community engagement. The
Conon Craic has its own
webpage for online viewing;

you’ll also be able to read back issues of the community
newsletter.

Our Facebook page is now registering over 300 Likes and
this is another great medium for being able to contact you
with current news. Our Twitter account @cononbridgecc
is used for shorter messages and re-tweets of news and
information from other organisations such as The Highland
Council, North of Scotland Police and other community
organisations in our area.

If you’d like some free publicity for your community group
or just want to make us aware of any events involving your
group, please contact us through our website or Facebook
page.

PICTURE PUZZLE
Those of a certain age and with connections to Inverness
may remember the Hunt for Hamish competition featured
in one of the Inverness newspapers. Well, here’s the
Conon Bridge version.

Within the mass of vegetation is a road sign. If you think
you know what is written on the sign, please print your
name, address and contact telephone number on a piece
of paper and place it in the competition box in Conon
Bridge’s Co-op before the closing date of 9th October 2017.

The first correct entry drawn will win a £10 gift card
donated by the Co-op.
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FEATURED ARTICLE
Our thank go to Johann Roden for contributing this article
and photos.

The Highlands Support Refugees (THSR)
The Highlands Support Refugees is a charity established
in 2015 as a response to the shocking, ongoing refugee
crisis. It is entirely run by volunteers who want to make a
difference for displaced people across Europe and the
Middle East.

From our depot here in Conon Bridge, we:
● collect, sort and dispatch aid to where it’s needed –

destinations have included refugee camps on Chios,
Greece, Serbia, Lebanon, Syria and northern France.

● fundraise by organising car boot sales and celidhs, as
well as appreciating the funds our supporters raise
through various activities such as sponsored walks

● work with local communities, helping with refugee
resettlement in the Highlands

● do talks in schools, churches and clubs, helping to
provide education on the refugee crisis.

If YOU would like to get involved you can:

● join our Facebook group ‘The Highlands Support
Refugees’ for details of weekly shifts and other
activities

● donate aid - we gladly accept men, women and
children’s clothes, new or good quality second hand
underwear, practical shoes, blankets, sleeping bags,
toiletries, nappies (especially bigger sizes) and
sanitary pads.

● drop by for a visit and see what we do, our
volunteers will be happy to show you around. ☺

We organise everything through our Facebook group ‘The
Highlands Support Refugees’.  Also please see our
webpage at: https://thehighlandssupportrefugees.com

Our depot – The Lodge, Sellar Place, Conon Bridge, IV7
8BU. Hope to see you soon.

BUILDING BRIDGES IN CONON

A container being loaded at the Lodge in Sellar Place for
dispatch to Syria.

Some of our donations arriving on the island of Chios in Greece

CONON BRIDGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Next Meeting

Wednesday 20 September 2017 at 7.30 pm

The Staff Room at Ben Wyvis Primary School

Please accept this open invitation to

your community council meeting.

Come along and find out what is happening in Conon
Bridge, discuss your ideas and concerns and help

shape our village for the future.

We can’t improve things without your help.

All Welcome!
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact
us by email to: cononcommunitycouncil@gmail.com

Facebook: Conon Bridge Community Council Twitter
@cononbridgecc

www.cononbridge.org.uk
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BRAE INTERIORS
Friendly & Professional Interior Design and Soft
Furnishing Service. From concept through to
completion.  Supplier of designer fabric and
wallpapers.  Contact Catriona on  01349 863676

CONANVET
Veterinary Surgeons
Surgery: by appointment Mon - Sat
Tel:  01349 861203

CONON BRIDGE CHIP SHOP & CHINESE TAKEAWAY
Home Deliveries Available
Open:  Mon – Fri: 12 Noon to 1.30 pm
& 4.30 – 11.00 pm; Sat & Sun : 4.30 – 11.00 pm
Tel:  01349 864454

CONON BRIDGE HOTEL
Open for coffees, lunches, and dinners
complemented by an excellent range of ales,
wines and spirits.
Open 7 days a week. Tel:  01349 861500

CONON BRIDGE PHARMACY
NHS and Private Dispensing
Open: Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am -1:00 pm. Tel: 01349 866694
Delivery service to Black Isle and beyond

DONNIE CAMPBELL
Roof Cleaning Services
Tel:  01349 861195
Mobile: 07759 954293

DU GROUNDWORKS
Tree stump grinding, Fence Post Installer and
Extractor, Ditching and Drainage, Cable Laying, Site
Preparation and Clearance.
Tel: 01349 862681
Mob: 07719 334045
Email: d_u_1@hotmail.com

GORDON YOUNG
‘A’ Level Mathematics Tuition
For information on tuition to university entrance
level
Tel: 866481

JULIAN COUPLAND
Highland Craftsman
Maker of Fine Hand-Made Collectables
Tel:  01349 863737   Mobile: 07939 412357
Web: www.highlandcraftsman.co.uk
Email: enquiries@highlandcraftsman.co.uk

HIELAN GARDEN SERVICES
Tel: 01349 864247  Mobile:    07714337467
Email:  hielangardenservices@hotmail.com
KELTIC CUTS
Hairdressing
Open:  Mon  1.00 pm – 5:30 pm
Tues Wed Fri  9.00 am –  5.30 pm
Thurs  9.00 am – 7.00 pm  Sat  9.00 am – 3.00 pm
Tel:  01349 861570

MACDONALD & MACINTYRE
Joiners and Contractors, 48 Thornbush Road,
Inverness
Tel. 01463 233980    Fax. 01463 716980
www.joinerinverness.co.uk
NEIL McKAY JOINERY
CSCS Registered
All types of joinery work undertaken. 30 years
experience. No job too big or small.
Tel: 01349 862062
Mob: 07545 160591

PLANET OCEAN
Aquatics & Coffee Shop
Tel: 01349 861809
www.planetocean.co.uk
Email: info@planetocean.co.uk

RIVERBANK (formerly Riverbank Nursery)
Serving local gardeners for over 30 years
Competitive prices and free local delivery and
advice from our qualified gardeners.
Open: Mon-Sat  9:00 am –  5:00 pm
Tel: 01349 861720
RIVERFORD AUTO SERVICES
Car, Bike and Van MOT
All vehicles serviced and repaired
Tel: 01349 861361

SAMMY’S HAIR SALON
Hairdressing
Open: Tues, Wed, Fri 8.15 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs 8.15 am - 6.30 pm Sat 8.00 am - 2.00 pm
Closed on Mondays
Tel:  01349 863849

WAYNE ROSS
Joiner Contractor
Kitchens, Laminate flooring and all types of joinery
Got a job? Big or small … then give me a call.
Tel:  01349 861666 or 07850 617429
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BUSINESS LISTINGS

Disclaimer: Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the editors take no responsibility for errors in submitted articles.
Letters or articles for the Craic: Jim Attwood 01349 864052 (jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com) or Jock Comloquoy 01349 861153 (jcomloquoy@btinternet.com)

To have your business listed, email  Jim Attwood on: jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com
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