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Contacting your Community Council
Fiona Mackintosh (Chair) 07810 356865
Jim Attwood (Vice-chair) 864052
Antony Smith (Treasurer) 863166
Hazel Bushell  861247
Jock Comloquoy 861153
 or by email at cononbridgecc@outlook.com

Contacting your local Highland Councillor
Graham Mackenzie  07557 566541

graham.mackenzie.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Alister MacKinnon  07557 566545
alister.mackinnon.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Angela MacLean 07825 116505
angela.maclean.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Margaret Paterson 07788 918537
margaret.paterson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

News from the Community Council
The last meeting of Conon Bridge Community Council and
the AGM was held on Wednesday 24 June 2015. Donald
Campbell stepped down from the Community Council at
the AGM after more than 15 years service and we thank
Donald for his service to the community over these years.
Jock Comloquoy joined the Community Council as a
co-opted member until the election for a new council in
November 2015. Catriona Meiklejohn retired from
her position as Secretary and we thank her for her sterling
service to the community over the last 5 years.

Got a point of view?
The current community council will be dissolved on
Tuesday 17�� November before election day on the 18��.

Have you ever thought of serving as a community
councillor, or indeed have already served as a councillor
in the past and would like to do so again? It takes up
comparatively little of your time and helping people in our
community can be very rewarding. Relevant information
for the position of Community Councillor may be obtained
through the Highland Council website at
www.highland.gov.uk,  or go to the Links page of our
website www.cononbridge.org.uk and click on Community
Councils. For a more human perspective, talk to any of the
Community Councillors (see the contact list on this page)
or our Ward Manager, Diane Agnew on 01349 868477.
You have to be 16 or over and be on the current electoral
register. You can get nomination forms and copies of the
Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils
from The Highland Council website, by emailing
elections@highland.gov.uk, or by going in person to any
Service Point. Completed forms must be submitted to
Diane Agnew, The Highland Council, Ward Manager,

Council Offices, High Street, Dingwall IV15 9QN, or by
email to diane.agnew@highland.gov.uk and must be
received by 6th October 2015.

Oh, go on,  find out more. You know you want to!

Men’s Shed
The February issue of the Conon Craic featured an
article on the formation of a Men’s Shed group and
the activities that could be pursued within that group.
The search for premises where the group can have
workshop space to start a project, leave it there and
come back to it, continues and until such time as
suitable premises can be found, those who are
interested in taking the group forward cannot pursue
their interests.
The group is being assisted in its search for premises
by Tracy Shaw, the Mid Ross community networker
for Reshaping Care for Older People (RCOP) Highland.
If you are aware of any property that could be readily
utilised by the Men’s Shed, or indeed are interested
in finding out more about this initiative, please
contact Jock Comloquoy on 861153.

Conon in Bloom
This year, our hanging baskets were planted out by
volunteers from the Men's Shed project. Many
thanks to them and also to Andrew Hogg for planting
out the tubs and planters in the village and for the
on-going watering of all the plants. Thanks also to
Peter Tough and John Rattray for re-painting the
tubs. With the absence of much sunshine it’s only
now that the plants are starting to show their true
colours, so we hope that the display of colour will be
maintained throughout August.

SOPHIA RONALDSON
HAIR N BEAUTY

Maryburgh
Pensioners rates, Private parking

& wheelchair access
Please contact 01349 862920
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Dates for your Diary

Scouts News
Are you:
● Over 18 years old?
● Enthusiastic?
● Have a sense of humour?
● Reliable?
● Work well with both adults and children?
● Would like to volunteer in your local

community, but not too sure what to do?
If you answered YES to any of the above, 1�� Conon
Bridge & Maryburgh Scout Group would love to hear
from you. We are currently looking for adults to assist
us in our Beaver (6-8yrs), Cubs (8-10½yrs) and Scout
Sections (10½ - 14 years).
 Even if you have never been involved in Scouting, we
will provide the skills and training needed.
 For further information please contact Group Scout
Leader, Corinna Lonnen on 01349 867880

Fantastic Fun at the School Fete
In the May issue of the Conon Craic, we featured an
article by Helen Brown of the School Parent
Partnership. The following article has been taken
from the Ben Wyvis Primary School website:

The cloudy day and showers did not dampen the
spirits and fun for us all at the Summer Fete. Parents,
family and community members came along to spend
their money and support the fantastic event
organised by the Parent Partnership. Pupils also took

part, organising their stalls, with everything from
hook a duck and nail painting to selling popcorn.

The Parent Partnership have surpassed their target
and raised the amazing sum of £4050! Wow!

Bowling Club 25�� Anniversary
The Conon Bridge and Maryburgh Outdoor Bowling
club celebrated its 25�� anniversary on 13�� June by
holding a triples tournament which was won by
Andrew Gammie, John Harris and Roddy MacLennan.
Roddy and Andrew are founder members of the club.

The Bowling Club welcome new members. Contact
Donald Mackintosh on 877521 or Tony Innes on
861499.

Let the train provide the strain
The Conon railway halt is still seeing some scheduled
trains passing through without stopping. At the
Community Council meeting on 24 June, Cllr Alister
Mackinnon stated that the use of the station was
down 15% and that this was purely down to trains
not stopping at the station. This is a clear breach of
trust on the part of Scotrail and if you have been in
any way inconvenienced by a train failing to stop,
please let a member of the Community Council know
so that a more robust case against Scotrail can be
made.

Ferintosh Church News
River Café:  Wednesday 9 September

Wednesday 14 October

Wednesday 11 November

Wednesday 9 December

Soup Lunch:  Friday 2 October

Friday 6 November

Friday 11 December

Social event on Friday 20 November 2015.  An evening
with the Miriam Singers, followed by a light supper.
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Gala Day and Dance – 29 August 2015
The Gala Committee has been hard at work
organising events and entertainment for our Gala
day.

Daytime events will be held at the playing field off
High Street. The fun starts at 1.30 pm with a
children’s fancy dress parade (children please
assemble in church grounds at 1:15 pm) accompanied
the Northern Constabulary Community Pipe Band.

There will be a bouncy castle and slide, Highland
Dancing display from the Marion Munro dancers, and
tunes from the pipers, as well as children’s sports, an
archery demonstration with a chance to have a go
yourselves, face painting, and between 2 and 3 pm,
a visit from Bubbles the Clown.

You can also see the Conon Ladies football team
demonstrate their skills and have a go at beating the
goalie. And of course, there will be stalls hosted by
local organisations and traders, the usual raffles and
other ways of getting you to part with your money!

The Conon Bridge Hotel will be firing up a BBQ, and
there will also be an ice cream van and sweet shop
on site, as well as the traditional teas, coffees and
home bakes in the Church Hall.

In the evening, there’s a disco for under 16s from
5.30 to 7.00 pm in the community rooms at the
Leanaig Centre in Ben Wyvis Primary School.

Then  a dance featuring local band EZRA

is being held in the main hall at Ben Wyvis Primary
School from 8.00 to 11.00. Doors will open at 7.30. A
licensed bar will be run by the Conon Bridge Hotel.
The dance is open to anyone aged 16 and over,
though 16 and 17 year olds will only be allowed to
buy soft drinks from the bar. Raffle tickets will also
be on sale at the dance.

Tickets, priced at £2 for the disco and £10 for the
dance, can be purchased from Sammy’s Hair Salon
and the Conon Bridge Hotel or by contacting Jim on
01349 864052.

We have tried to cater for all age groups within the
community and hope that the Conon Gala will be well
supported on the day so that this can become an
annual event.

Volunteers required
Please consider supporting your community by
volunteering your services to help with the
organisation,  set-up and manning of stalls at the
community gala day on Saturday 29th August. If you
could help with putting up stalls and gazebos,
transporting and arranging tables for stall holders or
even just tidying up after the event, give Jim a call on
864052.

Conon Bridge Playing Field
As you’re probably aware, our playing field was under
threat of being zoned for housing on the proposed
Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan. The
playing field was gifted to the village in 1952 and is
now held in trust by the Conon Bridge Amenities
Association.

Following a public petition and a large number of
individual objections,  this area has now
been designated as 'open space' and will be removed
from the final development plan.

This is excellent news, and reviving the Gala on the
playing field is the ideal way of celebrating it!

Bus Shelters

We’re pleased to be able report that on Tuesday 9th
June , a very smart new bus shelter was put up close
to the War Memorial in the centre of the village.  This
was the result of a number of requests from wet
commuters.

A replacement bus shelter was erected on Leanaig
Road on 8�� June to replace the one demolished by a
tractor, and the bus shelter on the opposite side of
the road which had also been vandalised had its
panels replaced.
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Ferintosh House
On Saturday 2ⁿ� May, members of the public and
local councillors Alister Mackinnon and Angela
MacLean visited the former Family Resource Centre
at the top of Sellar Place (Ferintosh House and the
Lodge) to view the properties and discuss the
possibility of a community take-over of one or both
buildings. With tours and refreshments provided
by Mhairi from Highland Third Sector Interface and
Val from Ross-Shire Voluntary Action, the event
produced some excellent suggestions for how the
properties might be used for the benefit of the
whole community.

These suggestions were collated with those from
an online consultation, and at subsequent
community meetings on 1�� and 8�� July, a working
group was formed, and focus groups brought
together of key individuals to help drive activity
forward in particular areas of interest, such as:

● Children's soft play area

● Allotments

● Community meeting space

● Community cafe

● Lunch clubs and other activities for older people

● Men's Shed

Special thanks to those who volunteered to get
involved with specific aspects of the project so that
it can move on to the next stage. As they say, Rome
wasn't built in a day and there's a lot of work to be
done to achieve an end result to benefit the
community but we’ve made a positive start.

Focus groups formed to research specific areas of
the project will investigate how similar activities
have developed in neighbouring communities with
a view to combining the research results into a
business case for an asset transfer from The
Highland Council to a Community Trust or similar
organisation.

For a more in-depth view of community ownership
and what it entails, please visit the excellent
website www.dtascommunityownership.co.uk.

Gotta pick a pocket or two!
After months of rehearsals and fine tuning, we
were not disappointed by the fantastic
performance of Oliver by the Ben Wyvis School
Drama Club. There were rave reviews from parents
and community members who were very
impressed with the standard, confidence and
acting skills of the pupils. Many thanks to Mrs. Ghee
for  her time and commitment  to the Drama
Club  and  Miss Watson, Mrs. Dalseme and Mrs.
Schmidt for their invaluable support; also to the
many parents who came along to help prepare the
children on the nights. Our biggest thanks go to all
the boys and girls for their dedication and hard
work in perfecting their performances.  It certainly
paid off, as we were all thoroughly entertained and
proud of you all.

The entire cast get ready to “break a leg”. The above story is
taken from the Ben Wyvis Primary School website with
permission.

www.dtascommunityownership.co.uk


Other times, other days

At the recent CWA awards in London, Shona MacLean met fellow
writer Catherine Aird (Kinn McKintosh), recipient of the
prestigious Diamond Dagger for lifetime achievement. Here
Catherine kindly shares some memories from childhood holidays
to Conon in the 1940s.
I have the happiest of memories of wartime summer holidays
spent in Conon Bridge, where I had three aunts – one at
Castlehill on the top road, one at Viewbank and one at
Drummondreach. Travel north of Beauly was prohibited
without a permit at that time since it was a restricted area
but my father, then a general medical practitioner in the
West Riding of Yorkshire, was able to get one to visit his
family by virtue of having been born in Invergordon.
Going to Tuach’s bakery for the morning baps was the first
duty of a day that often included a visit to my uncle’s farm.
I remember  helping stack the hay in between milking times.
This uncle sometimes carried a sick calf to Jimmy Brown, the
vet in Conon, on the back seat of his old Austin car. Another
uncle seldom travelled without a loaded gun on the back seat
of his car with which to shoot rabbits and a retriever at his
feet, while the third uncle was away at the war. The butcher
was, I think, called Munro and also had the word “Flesher”
above his shop window, something I found quite intriguing.
Visits to the Clootie Well and the Falls of Rogie are still clear
in my memory. The Falls were much more impressive before
the Hydro-Electric Scheme came into being and had a notice
beside them dated 1906 saying the bridge there was unsafe
and you crossed it at your own risk. We did.
A baby cousin had been born recently and Mr Sellar from the
Manse at Ferintosh christened him. I remember another
Minister called MacLean at a Manse in Conon, whose
daughter Una was a friend of another cousin.  But the two
things that still stick in my memory after seventy years are
the sight of a great column of men in black, at least three
hundred, (but no women) in a funeral procession up the
Leanaig Road; and one Saturday when the whole village
seemed to have turned out in their Sunday best to pay their
feu duty to the laird’s factor in the School.
Catherine Aird

Memorial Garden at Ben Wyvis School

Lord-Lieutenant Janet Bowen at the opening of the Memorial
Garden. Tony Innes is standing to her left and Rev. Andrew
Graham is on the extreme right of the picture.
You may recall that our February issue included an article
about the creation of the Memorial Garden in the school
grounds, with details of all those who had supported this
project. Seven trees were planted and seven name plaques
were placed in memory of the seven former pupils of Conon
Bridge School who made the ultimate sacrifice in WWI.

We’re now pleased to publish some photos of the official
opening ceremony of the Remembrance Garden on 2ⁿ� July
2015. The service of dedication was conducted by the Rev.
Andrew Graham and a wreath was laid by the Lord-
Lieutenant of Ross and Cromarty, Janet Bowen. The poignant
ceremony was also attended by relatives of the fallen
soldiers, members of the Seaforth Highlanders Regimental
Association,  young piper John McLaren and members of the
Army Cadet Force and boys and girls of the Conon Bridge
uniformed organisations. Councillors Alister MacKinnon and
Margaret Paterson and a good number of residents were also
present at the ceremony.

We’ll carry some more detail in our next issue in November.
Many thanks once again to Tony Innes and all of his helpers
for creating this wonderful and fitting tribute to the fallen.
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BRAE INTERIORS
Friendly & Professional Interior Design and Soft
Furnishing Service. From concept through to
completion.  Supplier of designer fabric and wallpapers.
Contact Catriona on  01349 863676

CONANVET
Veterinary Surgeons
Surgery: by appointment Mon - Sat
Tel:  01349 861203

CONON BRIDGE CHIP SHOP & CHINESE TAKEAWAY
Home Deliveries Available
Open:  Mon – Fri: 12 Noon to 1.30 pm
& 4.30 – 11.00 pm; Sat & Sun : 4.30 – 11.00 pm
Tel:  01349 864454

CONON BRIDGE HOTEL
Open for coffees, lunches, and dinners complemented
by an excellent range of ales, wines and spirits.
Open 7 days a week. Tel:  01349 861500

CONON BRIDGE PHARMACY
NHS and Private Dispensing
Open: Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am -1:00 pm. Tel: 01349 866694
Delivery service to Black Isle and beyond

DONNIE CAMPBELL
Roof Cleaning Services
Tel:  01349 861195
Mobile: 07759 954293

DU GROUNDWORKS
Tree stump grinding, Fence Post Installer and Extractor,
Ditching and Drainage, Cable Laying, Site Preparation
and Clearance.
Tel: 01349 862681
Mob: 07719 334045
Email: d_u_1@hotmail.com

GORDON YOUNG
‘A’ Level Mechanics Tuition
For information on tuition to university entrance level
Tel: 01349 866482

JULIAN COUPLAND
Highland Craftsman
Maker of Fine Hand-Made Collectables
Tel:  01349 863737   Mobile: 07939 41235
Web: www.highlandcraftsman.co.uk
Email: enquiries@highlandcraftsman.co.uk

KELTIC CUTS
Hairdressing
Open:  Mon  1.00 pm – 5:30 pm
Tues Wed Fri  9.00 am –  5.30 pm
Thurs  9.00 am – 7.00 pm  Sat  9.00 am – 3.00 pm
Tel:  01349 861570

NEIL McKAY JOINERY
CSCS Registered
All types of joinery work undertaken. 30 years
experience. No job too big or small.
Tel: 01349 862062
Mob: 07545 160591

PLANET OCEAN
Aquatics & Coffee Shop
Tel: 01349 861809
www.planetocean.co.uk
Email: info@planetocean.co.uk

RIVERBANK (formerly Riverbank Nursery)
Serving local gardeners for over 30 years
Competitive prices and free local delivery and advice
from our qualified gardeners.
Open: Mon-Sat  9:00 am –  5:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm –  5:00 pm
Tel: 01349 861720

RIVERFORD AUTO SERVICES
Car, Bike and Van MOT
All vehicles serviced and repaired
Tel: 01349 861361

SAMMY’S HAIR SALON
Hairdressing
Open: Tues, Wed, Fri 8.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs 8.30 am - 6.30 pm Sat 8.00 am - 3.00 pm
Closed on Mondays
Tel:  01349 863849

WAYNE ROSS
Joiner Contractor
Kitchens, Laminate flooring and all types of joinery
Got a job? Big or small … then give me a call.
Tel:  01349 861329 or 07850 617429

To have your business listed, contact  Jim Attwood on
01349 864052 or email: jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com
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Charlett & Robertson Roofing
Tel: 01463 830294  Mobile: 07717 206280  Email: candr.roofing@yahoo.co.uk
● Over 30 years experience ● All roofing works undertaken ● Tiling ● Slating ● Soffits ● Guttering ● PVCu Fascias
● Flat roofs ● Moss clearance●  Chimney maintenance ● All leadwork including finials ● Free estimates and advice.
Web site: http://www.candrroofing.co.uk

Business Listings

Communications:  Send your letter or article to either Jim Attwood  (jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com), Shona Vance (shona.vance@btinternet.com)
Jock Comloquoy (jcomloquoy@btinternet.com), or Tony Innes (t.innes@btinternet.com). Contact us by telephone on: 01349 864052 or 01349 861153.

Disclaimer:  Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the editors take no responsibility for errors in submitted articles.
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