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CONON CRAIC

Winter Images

Our pin-board this issue shows Donald
Campbell laying a wreath for the
Community Council on Remembrance
Sunday in November, followed by
scenes from the tree lighting ceremony
at which music was provided by
Andrew Vance and the Brownies. The
kids also received a visit from Santa in
his super-charged sleigh thanks to the
Dingwall Rotary Club. Finally, some
pictures from the senior citizens’
Christmas Party in the Conon Hotel in
December. The men in skirts at the top
of the page next to the Craic banner are
the party organisers, Donny  and Ali;
and on the left are the happy helpers
on the night. More news inside!
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Community Councils

With elections to be held October-November 2015, it
seems a good time to remind readers about the raison
d’etre of the community council.
Established under the Local Government (Scotland) Act
1973, community councils are non-party political with
statutory duties in terms of licensing and planning.
However, they are essentially voluntary bodies, members
being elected by the community. Community councillors
are unpaid volunteers who give their time for the benefit
of the community.
Key roles of Community councils are to:
● represent the views of the community to the Highland

Council and other relevant public bodies.
● act to further the interests of their communities
● be consulted on planning applications within their area
● consider exercising their powers to object to the

granting, renewal or transfer of liquor licences.

Community Councillors

New members elected unopposed to the Council in
October 2014 are Fiona MacKintosh, Hazel Bushell and
Jim Attwood. Hazel and Jim were previously co-opted
members, and join long time member Donald Campbell,
co-opted member Antony Smith, and Catriona Meiklejohn
who continues as secretary. We would like to thank Morag
and Peter Foster, Joy Ferguson and Kathy Stephen,
members who stepped down in October, for their service
to the community over several years.
A vacancy remains for one co-opted member, so anyone
interested please come along to one of the meetings or
contact a council member for further information. Current
members of the council will serve until October-November
2015, when elections will be held to elect eight members
for the next four years. Further details will be given in the
next issue of the Craic. Why not consider setting aside a
little of your time to help your community!

Contacting your Community Council
Fiona Mackintosh (Chair) 07810 356865
Jim Attwood (Vice-chair) 864052
Hazel Bushell  861247
Donald Campbell  861998
Antony Smith (Treasurer) 863166
Catriona Meiklejohn (Secretary)   863676
 or by email at cononbridgecc@outlook.com

Contacting your local Highland Councillor
Graham Mackenzie  07557 566541

graham.mackenzie.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Alister MacKinnon  07557 566545
alister.mackinnon.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Angela MacLean 07825 116505
angela.maclean.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Margaret Paterson 07788 918537
margaret.paterson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Talking Technology – Broadband

While investigating the possibility of Vodafone introducing
a 3G signal to Conon Bridge to improve mobile
telecommunications it became apparent that some people
within the community were not aware that high speed
broadband is now available in Conon Bridge.
Access to the internet is provided by Internet Service
Providers (ISPs) such as BT, TalkTalk and Sky. The
broadband router in your home or business receives a
signal from the telephone exchange in Dingwall through
a network of cables to a local cabinet. The distance from
the exchange determines how strong the signal will be;
the nearer to the exchange, the stronger the signal. A
standard broadband connection is delivered through
copper wires; a significantly faster broadband connection
is delivered through fibre optic cables.
If your broadband connection is slow and time-consuming,
why not speak to your ISP to see if you can upgrade.
Signing up to a new broadband contract, either with your
existing ISP or with a new ISP could even be cheaper than
your existing contract, particularly over the first 12
to18 months of a new contract and at the moment there
are some great deals available.

Talking Technology – 3G mobile

As many of you will be aware, the mobile phone signal in
Conon Bridge is very weak on all networks, resulting in
difficulties in getting connected using mobile phones and
calls being dropped during conversations.
Community Councils were notified by Highland Region
that Vodafone was sponsoring a programme called Rural
Open Sure Signal (ROSS) to bring 3G coverage to rural
communities.
Your Community Council submitted an application for
inclusion in the Vodafone 3G programme and we are now
pleased to advise you that Conon Bridge has been short-
listed in the programme.
This does not necessarily mean that we will be successful
in getting a place on the programme. However, Vodafone
carried out a feasibility study on 7 January to determine
whether our suggested sites for installing their small,
low-powered 3G mobile base stations were suitable and
we are now awaiting the results of the feasibility study.

Can You Help?
Through the Feedback page on the community
website at www.cononbridge.org.uk we have
received a request for help in tracing a person who
was or maybe still is a resident in Conon Bridge.
The person we are looking for is an Angela
Lamont, married to a Ronald Lamont. Angela’s
maiden name was Eaton.  If you know Angela or
her current whereabouts, then please email
jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com.



Conon Bridge Community Organisations
The four main civic organisations working to improve and
enhance life within the community of Conon are:
● Conon Bridge Community Council (see page 2)
● Conon Bridge Amenities Association
● The Leanaig Centre Advisory Forum, and
● Ben Wyvis School Parent Partnership

Each of these organisations is described in more detail in
other sections of this newsletter. To create the maximum
benefit for the community, it is important that these
organisations communicate fully with each other and the
wider community and with other organisations such as
the The Highland Council, Highlife Highland and other
community focused organisations within Ross-shire.
This will be our focus for the near future so make sure you
keep abreast of events by reading the Conon Craic, looking
at the community notice board near the Spar shop and
accessing our website at: www.cononbridge.org.uk.
Conon Bridge Amenities Association
A recently revived group whose aims are to support and
foster the welfare of the community of Conon Bridge and
surrounding district, by maintaining and developing
amenities including the maintenance and management of
the Conon Bridge Playing Field.
The Association is keen to increase its membership. There
is no joining fee, and even if you do not wish to take an
active role, your support of the aims of the Association
would be very much appreciated.
To become a member, with entitlement to vote at the
September AGM or to join the committee, please contact
the secretary, Jock Comloquoy on 01349 861153 or at
jcomloquoy@btinternet.com or complete the personal
details section in the Conon Craic Reader Survey form.

The Leanaig Centre Community Advisory Forum
The role of the Leanaig Centre Community Advisory Forum
is to advise on the operation of the Leanaig Centre so that
the Centre functions in an optimal way for the benefit of
the widest possible cross-section of the people living in
the communities it serves and to do this in partnership
with the Highland Council, Ben Wyvis Primary School and
High Life Highland. Its remit is to:
● receive regular reports on the ways in which the

facilities and equipment in the Centre are being used
and the levels of customer satisfaction with that
operation.

● ask questions about and comment on the reports
received.

● make recommendations for the development of the
Centre.

● play its part in ensuring the effective implementation
of the Access Agreement signed by representatives of
the Forum, The Highland Council and Ben Wyvis
Primary School.

● encourage people from all sections of the Maryburgh
and Conon Bridge communities to become involved
in the Forum and,

● raise funds for the development of the Centre’s
amenities, services and equipment.

The Leanaig Centre is managed on behalf of all the user
groups by the Highland Council appointed organisation
Highlife Highland. Further details of activities held in the
Centre can be obtained at the school reception or at
highlifehighland.com/leisure-facilities/the-leanaig-centre.
If you wish to make a booking for the community room in
the Leanaig Centre, please contact Highlife Highland on
01349 860950. An answering machine will take your call
outwith these hours.
The community room is also available to hire for events
such as children’s birthday parties. Further information
can be obtained from Highlife Highland on 01349 860950.

Men’s Sheds
This idea was discussed at a meeting and games afternoon
in the Leanaig Centre on 26 October 2014.
The idea behind “Men’s Shed” is to create a larger version
of the typical garden shed, a place where men can feel at
home and pursue practical interests with a high degree of
independence. “Men’s Shed” members can share the tools
and resources they need to work on their own projects
and at their own pace in a safe, friendly and inclusive
environment. “Men’s Sheds” are places of skill sharing and
informal learning, individual pursuits and community
projects, purpose, achievement and companionship.
Activities usually involve all sorts of making and mending
in wood, but also may include bike repair, gardening,
vehicle repair, tool renovation, boat renovation, model
engineering, milling, turning in plastics etc. Reclamation,
re-use and restoration (of the men too?!) will feature
strongly. Although “Sheds” mostly attract older men, they
are open to men and women of any age, and young people.
The essence of the “Shed” is not the building, but the
network of the relationships established between
members. For those readers wishing further information
on this proposed venture, please contact Fiona
Mackintosh on 07810 356865.

Ferintosh Church News
Easter Services 2015

Maundy Thursday Service Thursday 2 April at 7.00pm

Good Friday Service Friday 3 April at 7.00pm

Early Easter Sunday Service Sunday 5 April at 08.30am
  (Followed by breakfast in the church hall)

Family Easter Service  Sunday 5 April at 11.00am

River Cafe Dates
Wednesday 11th February (2 - 3:30 pm)

Wednesday 11th March (2 - 3:30 pm)

Wednesday 13th May (2 - 3:30 pm)

Wednesday 10th June (2 - 3:30 pm)
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Christmas Tree Lights Switch On
The Christmas lights seem to appear by magic every year
but we happen to know that it’s the willing hands of Ali
Matheson, Gordy Lyall, Tony Innes and Henry Meiklejohn
that make this magic happen. This year, the gang want to
pass on their thanks to Ewan MacDonald and Drew Fraser
of Highland Tractors, Cameron & Paterson for equipment,
and to Brellin Ross of Whitehouse B&B for refreshments.

The 6�� December 2014 saw the new lights for the
Christmas tree in the centre of the village being officially
switched on by Hamish Robertson, a former Chairman of
the Amenities Association with the assistance of Roderick
Urquhart, the current Chairman of the Amenities
Association.

The switch on event, the first of its kind in Conon Bridge,
was attended by boys and girls from the local Brownies,
Guides, Cubs and Scouts, and the Brownies entertained
the crowd by singing Christmas carols before moving on
to the Church Hall for some well earned refreshments and
the chance to meet Santa on his journey from Lapland via
Dingwall Rotary Club.

The switching on ceremony concluded with young Andrew
Vance entertaining the crowd with Christmas carols played
on his bagpipes.

Thanks are due to the Amenities Association for their hard
work in organising the event, and to all the helpers from
the Highland Council, the New Hall Fund, Dingwall Rotary
Club, Police Scotland and the ladies and gent from the
church who provided the excellent refreshments. A debt
of thanks is also due to the Spar shop and to Tesco
Dingwall for their generous donations.

We hope that such an event will take place every
December and look forward to having an even bigger
crowd in 2015.
1st Conon Bridge and Maryburgh Scout Troop
The Scouts were kept busy on Saturday 13 December as
members of the community dropped their Christmas cards
at the Church Hall for onward delivery by the local Scouts.
The competition to guess the weight of the cake in Conon

Bridge was won by local
painter and decorator
James Garrow, pictured
here.

A huge thank you to
everyone in both Conon
Bridge and Maryburgh
for giving their support
to the Scout Post and to
the ladies in the Church
Hall who provided the
excellent tea, coffee
mince pies and
shortbread.

Memorial Garden at Ben Wyvis Primary School
On the left hand wall of the corridor leading to the
community room in the school there is a bronze plaque
with the names of seven former school pupils who gave
their lives for their country in World War I.

Tony Innes, a committee member of the Conon Bridge
Amenities Association and local history enthusiast, has
been instrumental in developing the concept of a
memorial garden within the school grounds. Seven trees
have been planted in memory of the former pupils and
bulbs have also been planted in the same area. Future
work to complete the memorial garden will include
sandstone slabs, carved with the soldiers’ names, timber
steps to access the slabs and cobbles to landscape the
area.
The intention is to hold an official opening ceremony in a
few months time and this will be advertised within the
community.

This community project could not have been undertaken
without the generosity of the following local people and
businesses:
● Mhairi Mackenzie from Maryburgh who supplied the

sandstone slabs.
● Stewart Bain from monumental sculptors John Hood

& Son (Dingwall) for carving the names on the slabs.
● Alexander Ross and Sons quarry in Urray for supplying

the cobbles which were delivered by Howard Taylor
Haulage of Conon Bridge.

● The timber steps were provided by Cromartie Timber
at Fodderty.

● The bulbs were planted by some of the school children
and Tom Thomas from Maryburgh Community Council.

● Tullochs supplied slabs, sand, gravel and cement as
well as the offer of a digger.

● The New Hall Fund for supplying the trees.
● As with so many other things that happen within the

community, to Ali Matheson for his hard work.
Thanks are due to all those already mentioned and to Tony
Innes for managing the project. We hope to have some
photographs of the completed memorial garden in the
next issue of the Conon Craic and perhaps some family
background of the seven former pupils who made the
ultimate sacrifice for their country.
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Our Readers’ survey

Please complete the readers’ survey

sheet which you should have received

with this issue of the Craic. We’re

offering a valuable prize for the

reader who is lucky enough to have

his/her name pulled out of the hat!
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The End of an Eyesore?

For a number of years, the sight of the derelict fish
processing factory at the north-west entrance to Conon
Bridge has been an unwelcome reminder of the failure of
responsible planning and proper implementation of the
duty of care incumbent on site operators. Currently the
site is being used on a temporary basis by Balfour Beatty
as a laydown area for construction materials for the
Beauly-Mossford power line transmission project.
But this area of land has a much longer history than its use
by Pescanova. In the early 20�� century, and possibly even
earlier, the area was used as a source of sand and gravel.

The  land was  in the  ownership of the Brahan Estate and a fee
was payable to them for every ton loaded. Sand and gravel
extraction was to be much accelerated in the 1950s when
the Logan family started operations on the site,
prefabricating materials for the building industry.

Logan’s operation was to end in the hands of the receiver
and the site became vacant in the late 1960s. In 1970-71,
the site was taken over by a fish processing operation,
which many of the present villagers will recall, many
indeed having been given employment there. The Spanish
firm of Pescanova took over the site around 1983 and
continued until 1998 when a major fire occurred.

Pescanova subsequently withdrew from the area, leaving
the site to fall into decay.

A developer, Highland Property Group (HPG) and their
architects, Wilson+Gunn, gave a presentation of their
proposals to the Community Council at a meeting on
17 December 2014. The plan is for a total of 72 housing
units comprising a mix of flats, terraced, semi-detached
and detached houses together with around 500 square
metres of commercial floor space. A question and answer
session followed and the architect undertook to give
consideration to the comments made by both Conon
Bridge and Maryburgh Community Councillors and
members of the community who attended the meeting.

HPG and Wilson+Gunn then hosted an exhibition of their
proposals on 14 January 2015 to the wider community to
give them an opportunity to make further comment on
the proposed development. A formal planning application
is expected to be submitted to Highland Council in the first
six months of 2015. See the proposals at:
www.wilsongunnarchitects.com/#!conon-bridge/cbrq using the
password conon.

Conon River bank before WW2 showing sand and gravel extraction

Logan’s Yard sometime in the 1950’s

The Pescanova site before demolition

Artists impression of proposed development of the site
The fish processing plant was a major employer in Conon Bridge prior to its demise
in 1998. If you have any photographs of the site prior to that time or any memories
of working there or having dealings with the operators, please get in touch with Tony
Innes on 01349 861499.



Ben Wyvis Primary School Parent Partnership
The Ben Wyvis Primary School Parent Partnership consists
of a small number of parents who work on behalf of all
parents and is open to all parents and carers of pupils who
attend Ben Wyvis Primary School.
Throughout the Autumn term of 2014 the Parent
Partnership was involved in organising and running three
fundraising activities.   We would like to thank the
community of Conon Bridge and Maryburgh for their
support with these events.  We ran an ‘indoor’ Car Boot
sale which attracted over 20 tables where many people
took advantage of having a pre Christmas clear out.  Many
bargains were had by the shoppers!  This event raised over
£400.  Our next event was a Food Demonstration evening
where Louisa from the former Kitchen Range shop in
Dingwall displayed her many  cooking talents.   This was
our second food demonstration evening and was again a
sell out.   Everyone had a lovely evening watching many
delicious dishes being made and also enjoyed the sampling
at the end!  This event raised over £300.
Our final event was our annual Christmas Fayre which was
held on the afternoon of Friday 5th December.  It was a
lovely fun filled Christmas afternoon where many local
craft stallholders and school pupil stalls had their wares
for sale.  The Parent Partnership ran tombola stalls which
were popular and gave the chance to win teddy bears,
bottles of wine and even a chocolate Santa!  Olaf from the
Disney film ‘Frozen’ made an appearance and was even
seen dancing with both young and old! Of course Santa
was there to visit as well with children visiting him in his
Grotto.  Everyone enjoyed the amazing tea, coffee, home
baking, hotdogs and hot soup on sale.  It was so nice to
see both familiar and new faces supporting the event.
Our raffle was an outstanding success and we can’t thank
enough all of the parents, carers, staff of the school and
the wider community for purchasing the tickets.   Our
appreciation also goes out to all the local businesses who
kindly donated the raffle prizes.   The Fayre raised over
£2,000 and it was great to enjoy the community Christmas
spirit!
A sincere thank you again to all who were involved and
helped in the running of all these fundraising events.  We
cannot run these events without the support and help of
the Community and therefore are grateful for any help
given. We really would like to encourage parents and
carers to come along to our very relaxed informal meetings.
Looking further into 2015 we will soon be starting the
planning and organising of the Summer Fayre which will
be held on Saturday 30th May – more details to follow!
Ben Wyvis Primary School Parent Partnership contact
e-mail benwyvispp@gmail.com.

Many thanks to Helen Brown from the School Parent Partnership
for providing this article.

Conon Craic – Road Safety
Your Community Council welcome the recent initiative to
reduce drink drive limits throughout Scotland. We believe
that this will help reduce the number of serious and fatal
accidents suffered by many communities.

Our concern on a local community basis remains the issue
of failing to observe speed limits, not giving way when
required at the speed-calming chicanes, the increasing
practice of performing U-turns at the junction of Station
Road and Riverford Crescent and the excessive speed and
noise created by boy-racers.
Police Scotland in Dingwall are currently monitoring these
situations and will apply penalties where appropriate.

Let the Train Take the Strain
In the last few months, passengers waiting to board the
train at Conon Bridge (and Beauly) have experienced
frustration and delay as the train has sometimes failed to
make its scheduled stop at their station.

Scotrail’s explanation is that on the occasions when this
happened the services were classed as ‘fast-express’ in
order to avoid incurring additional minutes of delay in
already late services!

While it may be more cost effective for Scotrail to pay for
coaches and taxis to Conon Bridge and Beauly stations
than to incur the penalties imposed for additional train
delay minutes, this is hardly the best way to provide an
efficient rail service to passengers. It is hoped that minor
changes to the timetable from mid-December should
prevent a repeat of this disruption.

From April 2015, the rail franchise throughout Scotland
will be operated by Dutch transport operator Abellio.

Leanaig Centre ‘Winter Festival’
This event is being organised by Highlife Highland in the
Leanaig Centre for all Community Centre users.
During the week commencing 2 February 2015, Plan B
Dancing (visit www.planbcreative.org) will be coming to
the Centre to offer groups an interactive Ceilidh Dancing
session. The session will entail dancing routines
appropriate for all the participants and will be lively and
very engaging.
On Friday 13 February, a ceilidh will be held at 19.30 and
will involve all those who want to come back for a bit more
dancing fun with Plan B Dancing in a larger performance
that will be open to the public. Please let Highlife Highland
know after your first session with Plan B Dancing how
many children will be attending on 13 February. All
children must be accompanied by an adult and tickets will
be available at minimal cost.
Highlife Highland will be inviting people to come along and
take part in the ceilidh where refreshments will be
provided, so parents and carers will be welcome. You will
be given a letter to hand out to this effect during the week
of the sessions.
The aim is to make the event a celebration of all the things
that go on in the Leanaig Centre and as such if you wish
to have an information stand on your group activity please
let Highlife Highland know and this will be set up in the
community room. For further information on this event,
please contact Shona MacInnes at Highlife Highland on
01349 860950 or shona.mcinnes@highland.gov.uk
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BRAE INTERIORS
Friendly & Professional Interior Design and Soft
Furnishing Service. From concept through to
completion.  Supplier of designer fabric and wallpapers.
Contact Catriona on  01349 863676

CONANVET
Veterinary Surgeons
Surgery: by appointment Mon - Sat
Tel:  01349 861203

CONON BRIDGE CHIP SHOP & CHINESE TAKEAWAY
Home Deliveries Available
Open:  Mon – Fri: 12 Noon to 1.30 pm
& 4.30 – 11.00 pm; Sat & Sun : 4.30 – 11.00 pm
Tel:  01349 864454

CONON BRIDGE HOTEL
Open for coffees, lunches, and dinners complemented
by an excellent range of ales, wines and spirits.
Open 7 days a week. Tel:  01349 861500

CONON BRIDGE PHARMACY
NHS and Private Dispensing
Open: Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am -1:00 pm. Tel: 01349 866694
Delivery service to Black Isle and beyond

DONNIE CAMPBELL
Roof Cleaning Services
Tel:  01349 861195
Mobile: 07759 954293

DU GROUNDWORKS
Tree stump grinding, Fence Post Installer and Extractor,
Ditching and Drainage, Cable Laying, Site Preparation
and Clearance.
Tel: 01349 862681
Mob: 07719 334045
Email: d_u_1@hotmail.com

GORDON YOUNG
‘A’ Level Mechanics Tuition
For information on tuition to university entrance level
Tel: 01349 866482

JULIAN COUPLAND
Highland Craftsman
Maker of Fine Hand-Made Collectables
Tel:  01349 863737   Mobile: 07939 41235
Web: www.highlandcraftsman.co.uk
Email: enquiries@highlandcraftsman.co.uk

KELTIC CUTS
Hairdressing
Open:  Mon  1.00 pm – 5:30 pm
Tues Wed Fri  9.00 am –  5.30 pm
Thurs  9.00 am – 7.00 pm  Sat  9.00 am – 3.00 pm
Tel:  01349 861570

NEIL McKAY JOINERY
CSCS Registered
All types of joinery work undertaken. 30 years
experience. No job too big or small.
Tel: 01349 862062
Mob: 07545 160591

PLANET OCEAN
Aquatics & Coffee Shop
Tel: 01349 861809
www.planetocean.co.uk
Email: info@planetocean.co.uk

RIVERBANK (formerly Riverbank Nursery)
Serving local gardeners for over 30 years
Competitive prices and free local delivery and advice
from our qualified gardeners.
Open: Mon-Sat  9:00 am –  5:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm –  5:00 pm
Tel: 01349 861720
www.riverbankplantcentre.co.uk

RIVERFORD AUTO SERVICES
Car, Bike and Van MOT
All vehicles serviced and repaired
Tel: 01349 861361

SAMMY’S HAIR SALON
Hairdressing
Open: Tues, Wed, Fri 8.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs 8.30 am - 6.30 pm Sat 8.00 am - 3.00 pm
Closed on Mondays
Tel:  01349 863849

WAYNE ROSS
Joiner Contractor
Kitchens, Laminate flooring and all types of joinery
Got a job? Big or small … then give me a call.
Tel:  01349 861329 or 07850 617429

To have your business listed, contact  Jim Attwood on
01349 864052 or email: jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com
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Charlett & Robertson Roofing
Tel: 01463 830294  Mobile: 07717 206280  Email: candr.roofing@yahoo.co.uk
● Over 30 years experience ● All roofing works undertaken ● Tiling ● Slating ● Soffits ● Guttering ● PVCu Fascias
● Flat roofs ● Moss clearance●  Chimney maintenance ● All leadwork including finials ● Free estimates and advice.
Web site: http://www.candrroofing.co.uk

Business Listings

Communications:  Send your letter or article to either Jim Attwood  (jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com), Shona Vance (shona.vance@btinternet.com)
Jock Comloquoy (jcomloquoy@btinternet.com), or Tony Innes (t.innes@btinternet.com). Contact us by telephone on: 01349 864052 or 01349 861153.

Disclaimer:  Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the editors take no responsibility for errors in submitted articles.
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