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CONON CRAIC

Plus

Gala
The Conon Bridge

Gala is on
29 August 2015

Bottle Stall • Highland Dancing Display • Vintage Car Display
Climbing Wall • Walk on Water • Bouncy Castles • Amazing Raffles
Teas & Coffees  • Hot Dogs • Class Enterprise stalls • Home Baking • Face Painting and Much More

Ben Wyvis Primary School

Upcoming events this summer!

Saturday 30th May from 10 am
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Contacting your Community Council
Fiona Mackintosh (Chair) 07810 356865
Jim Attwood (Vice-chair) 864052
Hazel Bushell  861247
Donald Campbell  861998
Antony Smith (Treasurer) 863166
Catriona Meiklejohn (Secretary)   863676
 or by email at cononbridgecc@outlook.com

Contacting your local Highland Councillor
Graham Mackenzie  07557 566541

graham.mackenzie.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Alister MacKinnon  07557 566545
alister.mackinnon.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Angela MacLean 07825 116505
angela.maclean.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Margaret Paterson 07788 918537
margaret.paterson.cllr@highland.gov.uk

Craic Reader Survey Returns Analysis
A big thank you to the 39 people who took the
trouble to complete the survey form, less than 5% of
the 852 forms issued. Of the forms returned, 27 gave
names and personal details so there was a 1 in 27
chance of winning the £50 gift card - good odds by
our reckoning.

In the comments and suggestions section, all
comments were positive. One comment was made
that if we decided to go with issue through retail
outlets as opposed to home delivery, this would have
to be widely advertised.

Suggestions for inclusion in future issues included:

● More publicity of dates of meetings of the
Community Council and Amenities Association

● A section for puzzles, etc. for children

● More notice of planning applications

There wasn’t a great demand for using Facebook
and/or Twitter but on the basis that it doesn’t cost
anything but our time, we’ve gone ahead with these
and hope that they will develop a following.

It was a bit disappointing that of the 33 people who
had internet access, only seven knew that the Conon
Craic could be read online, in spite of this having been
mentioned in previous issues.

Last but not least, the winner of the £50 gift card
drawn by Catriona from the Planet Ocean Coffee
Shop was Helen Brown. Congratulations Helen!

Conon Gala 2015
Some of the members of the Community Council and
Amenities Association have joined together to form
a Gala committee to plan a Gala day for Saturday 29
August 2015. We hope that we can make this event
as successful and popular as the last Gala day held in
2011. We would welcome any assistance that you
can provide, either over the next 4 months, or on the
day itself. Please contact any member of the
Community Council or Amenities Association if you
would like to help with this event.

The football pitch will be used to host the daytime
events and a Gala dance with the band EZRA will be
held in the evening in the main hall at the Leanaig
Centre. It is also our intention to hold a children’s
disco in the community room and dance studio at the
Leanaig Centre.

Design a logo for the Leanaig Centre
A competition is being held to design a logo for our
community facilities situated in Ben Wyvis Primary
School.The successful logo will be used on signage
etc. for the centre. Entries must be made on an A4
sheet and clearly marked with the name and contact
details of the artist.  There is no limit to the number
of entries you can make.

There are two entrant categories  - those up to and
including 18 years of age and those over 18. The
competition is open to any resident in Conon Bridge
or Maryburgh. Designs should be placed in the
collection box in the Planet Ocean Coffee Shop by no
later than 12 June. The prize in each category is £15
with an additional £20 being paid to the overall
winner.
It is a condition of entry that you give your consent to your
design becoming the property of, with copyright assigned to the
Leanaig Advisory Forum or its successor organisation.

Live updates!
To stay abreast of events in Conon Bridge, join us
on our Facebook and Twitter pages or go to our
website at: www.cononbridge.org.uk.

Please also keep the website and the Conon Craic
informed of local news stories, as well as upcoming
events that you would like to advertise. Contact
details are given at the bottom of page 7. We look
forward to hearing from you!



Braes of Conon Development Update
At the Community Council meeting on 4 February,
Andrew MacMaster, the Marketing Manager for Tulloch
Homes, gave a progress report on the housing
construction at Braes of Conon.

Andrew informed the Community Council that Phase 1
was complete and all units had been sold. Phase 2 of
construction was affordable housing and 30 units had
been completed. The next phase under construction is
Phase 4 and the first houses are finished with seven
units planned for construction in April/May. Tullochs
had their alteration of original plans approved due to a
change in mix of house types to suit demand.

All being well, construction of the roundabout at the
new development will start in April/May and take 4-5
months to complete. There is still a lot of work to be
done to finalise tender documents. Surface water
drainage in this area should be significantly improved
when construction work is complete.

Planning permission has been granted for the retail unit
which will consist of 1 x 4000 sqft unit and 2 smaller
units. A national retailer has expressed an interest in
the larger unit. Within the planning application for the
retail unit, the new position for the Gateway sign has
been approved. Tullochs have given a talk at Ben Wyvis
Primary School on Health and Safety and the dangers
of playing on construction sites. Some damage has been
caused to the sales office by vandalism and Tullochs are
monitoring the situation. Tullochs  continually liaise
with the school and the children and house construction
will start soon in one of the street names chosen by one
of the pupils.

Flooding at the rear of the school has been a problem
and MSIS have cleaned out the drains. Additional
drainage will be provided as part of the roundabout
construction. When work being undertaken by Scottish
Water to increase the capacity of the water supply tank
is complete, construction work will start on site again.

Ben Wyvis Primary School Parent Partnership
With the help of Highland Council we organised the
erection of a new security fence running from the gym
hall to the school exterior fence.  This allows the school
to be completely fenced in which is paramount for all
the children’s safety whilst still allowing public access to
the school.  A special thank you to Mr Tom Thomas a.k.a
‘Grandad Tom’ for all his hard work and commitment in
the school grounds and flower beds.  We were able to
provide him with some money to purchase perennial
plants for the flowers beds which we hope to see in
bloom for many years to come.   All the children thor-

oughly enjoy working with ‘Grandad Tom’ with all his
gardening projects and were overjoyed for the school to
receive its first ECO Flag.

Funds Spend – A note of where we have been spending
some of our Fundraising money

Money raised from the 2014 Summer and Christmas
Fayres

School Library Books and Furniture £2,500
Pantomime Trip Buses £700
£50 Donation to each class and nursery £650
Christmas Gifts for Nursery to P2 £145
Shinty Helmets £672
iPads £700
Sports Kit £500
Hockey Sticks £65

As you can see, the school and each and every child has
benefited greatly from the money raised from our fund-
raising events.   We want to continue to support the
school and to be able to provide funds to offer new
experiences and equipment for the children. We cannot
do this without your help and contributions.   These
events would not be a success without people coming
out on the day and having fun at the events and we are
particularly grateful for the community’s support for the
Christmas Raffle.   This alone raised enough money to
help pay for the pantomime buses and new sports kits.

We are now well underway planning our Summer Fayre
for Saturday 30�� May from 10 am in the school grounds.
We hope the weather will be kind to us again and are
looking forward to a fun filled day for all the family and
community to come along and enjoy.   As always the
infamous bottle stall will be there, a display of Vintage
Cars, Police Dog Display, Highland Dancing, Orb Balls,
Inflatable Fun plus many more attractions and stalls and
of course always room for a Tea or Coffee and some
home baking! Our summer raffle tickets will be available
for sale prior to the event and on the day, with tickets
being sent out prior to the Summer Fayre with all school
and nursery pupils, and we hope that you will once again
support us with this. As always there will be some fabu-
lous prizes which include 1st Prize: iPad Mini, 2ⁿ� Prize:
£100, 3�� Prize: Landmark Family Day Pass plus lots of
other prizes.  If there is anybody in the Community who
would like to come and help us at the Summer Fayre
please e-mail us on benwyvispp@gmail.com or phone
Ben Wyvis Primary School on 01349 860940 leaving your
details.  We are always looking for help to run a stall or
serve a cup of tea! We look forward to seeing you all at
the Summer Fayre.
Our thanks to Helen Brown for submitting this article on behalf
of the School Parent Partnership.
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Community Council and Amenities Association or
Highland Council?
Have you ever considered just what is provided free-of-
charge by members of the community for the community?

You may think that the Christmas lights throughout the
village are put up and taken down by Highland Council
staff but you would be wrong. This was the result of the
time and efforts of Ali Matheson, Gordy Lyall, Tony Innes
and Henry Meiklejohn and we are very grateful to them
for brightening up the village over the festive period.

You may think that the flower tubs and hanging baskets
located throughout the village are planted up, cleaned out
and maintained by Highland Council staff but you would
be wrong. The splashes of colour in the tubs throughout
the village were created by the hard work and expertise
of Joy Ferguson, Kathie Stephen and their helpers and the
hanging baskets were fixed and removed by Ali Matheson,
Peter Foster and their helpers.

You may think that the revamped area around the
community notice board beside the Spar shop was the
result of work carried out by Highland Council staff but
you would be wrong. Thanks to the driving force of
Catriona Meiklejohn, the secretary of the Community
Council, this area has been considerably improved and it
is hoped that either tubs or some other form of planting
will take place in the near future to further enhance the
site. The work was carried out by local landscape
contractor Donnie Urquhart at considerably less cost than
was quoted for by Highland Council.

These are just three examples of benefits to our
community provided by members of our community. In
no way are we being critical of the services provided by
Highland Council for the community but with the forecast
cuts to Highland Council departmental budgets over the
next 4 years we must consider where we can help
ourselves for the benefit of our community.

If you would like to volunteer your services or can identify
a specific project that would enhance community life,
please contact any member of the Community Council or
Amenities Association.

Winter Festival
The Leanaig Centre was host to a Winter Festival from 9��
to 13�� February. Free ceilidh taster sessions were held
throughout the week attended by a total of 25 people and
hosted by Frank McConnell of Plan B Creative. The week
culminated in a Ceilidh Dance on the Friday evening which
was attended by 30 people of all ages from teenagers to
senior citizens; tea, coffee and biscuits were served by
Highlife Highland staff who were also cajoled into joining
in a couple of dances.
Adapted from an article sent in by Sarah Ann Scholes from
Highlife Highland

Ferintosh Church News
Christian Aid week 10 - 16�� May 2015

During Christian Aid Week, local, badged volunteers will
be calling at your door asking if you would like to donate
some small change or whatever you can spare to help
improve the lives of those less fortunate than ourselves.
The charity works in many countries to improve living
standards for those suffering deprivation and
discrimination.

75% of Christian Aid’s money comes from door to door
collections; please give if you can, and if anyone can
spare a couple of hours between the 10-16�� May to help
this work, please call Joan MacKenzie on 01997433291
or 07733196633 or at: jmackenzie10@btinternet.com.

Strawberry Fayre 6�� June

We’re holding a Strawberry Fayre in the Ferintosh Parish
Church Hall and Grounds on 6�� June between 2 and 4
pm. There will be strawberry teas, old style stalls (with
cake and candy) and games including hoopla, croquet,
skittles etc. A fun afternoon for all!

Books for Malawi

Following last year's successful collection of bed linen
and towels for Ekwendeni Hospital, this year the
congregation of Ferintosh Church of Scotland have
decided to ask you to look out any books which you no
longer need, and which could be used in schools and
colleges in Malawi.

We are looking for:

● Reference books, dictionaries, atlases, etc. (not
more than 10 years old if the information in them is
of a type that is likely to be out of date)

● Non-fiction books

● Condensed books (eg Readers' Digest)

● Pre-20th Century classic novels (later ones may
contain material which would not be appropriate for
school/college libraries).

● Children's books, including reference, non-fiction
and story books, but nothing with "mythical"
content please (no witches, wizards or magic, no
fairies or other "little people", no dragons or
mermaids). The type of novels written on a
background of current social issues in the West are
also not suitable.

Contact Janet Winchester with any queries, or to arrange
delivery or collection of books (tel. 01349 865308; e-mail
CJW49@hotmail.co.uk).
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Public Consultation Launched at Conon
Bridge Community Council meeting on 25th
March 2015
The residents of Conon Bridge are being asked for
their views about a proposal to bid for a community
take over of the Conon Family Resource Centre, also
known as Ferintosh House, at the top of Sellar Place.
The Centre, currently owned by Highland Council, was
being considered for residential development but the
Council have agreed to postpone their plans to allow
for the community to consider their options.

The site offers the community a lot of possible
opportunities including; the development of a “Men's
Shed”, Community Café, increased social activity for older
people, allotments and much more.

E-mail your contact details to info@highlandtsi.org.uk to
be included in their distribution list for further project
news. Residents are also encouraged to complete an
online survey through the link:

www.surveymonkey.com/s/8FYFVN5.

Road Safety in Conon Bridge
The 3�� March saw the installation of a  long-awaited
vehicle activated speed sign just before the turning to the
rail station on Station Road on the approach road from
Muir of Ord. The orange “smiley face” has been installed
some 200 metres after the official 30 mph zone starts and
it is hoped that this will slow down those motorists who
have persistently failed to observe  and/or heed  the
previous 30 mph speed sign.

Anti-Social Behaviour
Not long after a bus shelter was demolished in Leanaig
Road by an out-of-control tractor, the bus shelter on the
opposite side of the road was vandalised by having some
panes of glass smashed by a traffic cone thrown by a
person or persons yet to be named.

It is our understanding that the bus shelter which was
demolished cannot be replaced until such time as
someone is formally charged and found guilty of the
offence.

The same applies to the replacement of the broken glass.
However, in this instance, the replacement cost of about
£500 is being met by a contribution from the Ward
Councillors’ Discretionary Budget, for which we are very
grateful. We can think of many other uses to which this
money could have been allocated for the benefit of the
community. If you know anything that might help to
secure a conviction against the perpetrators of these acts
of anti-social behaviour, please notify Police Scotland on

101. If you witness any form of anti-social behaviour,
please dial 999 for an immediate response.

Dates for your Diary

Volunteers Required
Are you a keen gardener? Do you like to see your
community in bloom?
Please consider supporting your community by
volunteering your gardening skills for a short time each
month between May and October to help plant out and
maintain the flower tubs throughout the village.

If you can help brighten up your community, please
contact Catriona on 863676 or Fiona on 861663 or 07810
356865 and suggest which tubs you would like to
maintain. Bedding plants will be provided but you may use
your own. Let's treat our village to a wonderful floral
display this summer!

Bowling Club Coffee Morning Success

The Conon Bridge and Maryburgh Outdoor Bowling Club held a
very successful coffee morning on 25�� April, raising in excess of
£1100 for their funds. And a good blether was had by all!

The Bowling Club welcome new members. Contact Donald
Mackintosh on 877521 or Tony Innes on 861499.



Communications – Vodafone 3G
The initiative to bring a 3G signal to Conon Bridge took
another step forward with the visit of engineers on 9 April
to plan and design the exact locations for the installation
of the external antenna and internal router and
equipment. Once the designs have been done and agreed
with the property owners it will then be a case of getting
the property owners to sign up to a Vodafone agreement
and then getting that signed off by Vodafone. Subject to
there being no adverse comment from the Highland
Council Planning and Development Service, the
installation phase of the project will then begin.

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission
Beauly - Loch Buidhe Overhead Line
Reinforcement Project

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission is the owner of the
electricity transmission network in the North of Scotland.
In order to carry the additional electricity being generated
by wind farms in the North of Scotland, SHE Transmission
is undertaking a project to upgrade its transmission lines
from 132kV to 275kV. This means that the towers which
carry the transmission lines will require to be bigger and
taller than those currently in situ.  SHE Transmission has
proposed three options for route corridors for these new
towers and has held a series of public engagement events
in a number of locations along the corridors. One of these
events was  held in Strathpeffer Community Centre  on
Thursday 5 March when SHE team members were on hand
to provide a project update and answer  questions on
the project. Of particular interest was the line of the route
corridors proposed and how these may affect our
community. Further details on this project are available
on the website: www.ssepd.co.uk/beaulylochbuidhe

The Community Council discussed the proposed route
corridors at its meeting on 25 March 2015 and has since
submitted its feedback to SSE, choosing the Central
(existing) Corridor for the new transmission lines.

Proposed Housing Development

On 24 April, the Community Council was advised by
Highland Council that Highland Property Group Ltd,
through their Agent, Wilson+Gunn Architects, had
submitted a Full Planning Application for the erection of
72 residential units comprising flats, terraced, semi-
detached and detached houses (including 18 affordable),
3 commercial units comprising GP surgery, retail unit, hot
food outlet and 2 community heating plants at the site of
the former fish processing factory at High Street, Conon
Bridge. The reference number of this application is
15/01202/FUL and further details of the application.
Supporting documentation can be viewed at:
www.highland.gov.uk/info/180/planningtes/143/planning_
permission/6

This planning application follows on from an  exhibition
that was held in the Leanaig Centre at Ben Wyvis Primary
School on Wednesday 14 January 2015 to provide details
of the  proposed development. We hope you took
that opportunity to express your views on the proposed
development to the developers.

The planning application was discussed at the Community
Council meeting held on 29 April and your Community
Council has submitted its comments on the proposed
development to Planning Authority and believe that their
comments reflect those of the community at large.

Conon Ladies’ Football Team

CONON Ladies football team has really kicked off since it
was formed just over a year ago. The girls are now playing
regularly against teams from all over the Highlands and
have even attracted sponsorship from local firm Everest
Ltd.
Founder member, Chloe MacLeod (22), from Conon, told
the Ross-shire Journal: “Most of the girls in the team are
local, from Conon, Dingwall, Muir of Ord and Strathpeffer,
but we also have three girls who regularly travel down
from Ullapool every week.

“We train at the artificial pitch at Ben Wyvis School every
Tuesday night. We do 45 minutes training with our coach
Ali Matheson before finishing up with a game.” She added:
“But we will be moving to the football pitch in the middle
of Conon by mid-April when the nights get lighter.”

Chloe decided to start a ladies team in the village after
contacting a couple of girls she used to play football with
at Dingwall Academy. She said: “I’ve been saying for a long
time I wanted to get back into it again. So I messaged a
couple of the girls to arrange a kick-about once a week. It
grew from there and then I asked Ali if he fancied training
us to get things going. We haven’t really stopped since,
we are now playing all year round.

“Next year we are hoping to enter the Scottish Cup.” The
girls train at Ben Wyvis School on Tuesday nights – 6.30pm
to 7.30pm.
Photo and story are copyright of Scottish Provincial Press Ltd
the Ross-shire Journal and are reproduced here with permission.
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BRAE INTERIORS
Friendly & Professional Interior Design and Soft
Furnishing Service. From concept through to
completion.  Supplier of designer fabric and wallpapers.
Contact Catriona on  01349 863676

CONANVET
Veterinary Surgeons
Surgery: by appointment Mon - Sat
Tel:  01349 861203

CONON BRIDGE CHIP SHOP & CHINESE TAKEAWAY
Home Deliveries Available
Open:  Mon – Fri: 12 Noon to 1.30 pm
& 4.30 – 11.00 pm; Sat & Sun : 4.30 – 11.00 pm
Tel:  01349 864454

CONON BRIDGE HOTEL
Open for coffees, lunches, and dinners complemented
by an excellent range of ales, wines and spirits.
Open 7 days a week. Tel:  01349 861500

CONON BRIDGE PHARMACY
NHS and Private Dispensing
Open: Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am -1:00 pm. Tel: 01349 866694
Delivery service to Black Isle and beyond

DONNIE CAMPBELL
Roof Cleaning Services
Tel:  01349 861195
Mobile: 07759 954293

DU GROUNDWORKS
Tree stump grinding, Fence Post Installer and Extractor,
Ditching and Drainage, Cable Laying, Site Preparation
and Clearance.
Tel: 01349 862681
Mob: 07719 334045
Email: d_u_1@hotmail.com

GORDON YOUNG
‘A’ Level Mechanics Tuition
For information on tuition to university entrance level
Tel: 01349 866482

JULIAN COUPLAND
Highland Craftsman
Maker of Fine Hand-Made Collectables
Tel:  01349 863737   Mobile: 07939 41235
Web: www.highlandcraftsman.co.uk
Email: enquiries@highlandcraftsman.co.uk

KELTIC CUTS
Hairdressing
Open:  Mon  1.00 pm – 5:30 pm
Tues Wed Fri  9.00 am –  5.30 pm
Thurs  9.00 am – 7.00 pm  Sat  9.00 am – 3.00 pm
Tel:  01349 861570

NEIL McKAY JOINERY
CSCS Registered
All types of joinery work undertaken. 30 years
experience. No job too big or small.
Tel: 01349 862062
Mob: 07545 160591

PLANET OCEAN
Aquatics & Coffee Shop
Tel: 01349 861809
www.planetocean.co.uk
Email: info@planetocean.co.uk

RIVERBANK (formerly Riverbank Nursery)
Serving local gardeners for over 30 years
Competitive prices and free local delivery and advice
from our qualified gardeners.
Open: Mon-Sat  9:00 am –  5:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 pm –  5:00 pm
Tel: 01349 861720
www.riverbankplantcentre.co.uk

RIVERFORD AUTO SERVICES
Car, Bike and Van MOT
All vehicles serviced and repaired
Tel: 01349 861361

SAMMY’S HAIR SALON
Hairdressing
Open: Tues, Wed, Fri 8.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs 8.30 am - 6.30 pm Sat 8.00 am - 3.00 pm
Closed on Mondays
Tel:  01349 863849

WAYNE ROSS
Joiner Contractor
Kitchens, Laminate flooring and all types of joinery
Got a job? Big or small … then give me a call.
Tel:  01349 861329 or 07850 617429

To have your business listed, contact  Jim Attwood on
01349 864052 or email: jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com
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Charlett & Robertson Roofing
Tel: 01463 830294  Mobile: 07717 206280  Email: candr.roofing@yahoo.co.uk
● Over 30 years experience ● All roofing works undertaken ● Tiling ● Slating ● Soffits ● Guttering ● PVCu Fascias
● Flat roofs ● Moss clearance●  Chimney maintenance ● All leadwork including finials ● Free estimates and advice.
Web site: http://www.candrroofing.co.uk

Business Listings

Communications:  Send your letter or article to either Jim Attwood  (jim.attwood3110@btinternet.com), Shona Vance (shona.vance@btinternet.com)
Jock Comloquoy (jcomloquoy@btinternet.com), or Tony Innes (t.innes@btinternet.com). Contact us by telephone on: 01349 864052 or 01349 861153.

Disclaimer:  Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy, the editors take no responsibility for errors in submitted articles.
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