
Leanaig Centre Advisory Forum 
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13 January at 7:45pm  

 
Present:  Donald MacLeod; Ian Goode; Antony Smith; Julie Duff; Helen Brown; Claire McNeilly; Jim Attwood; 
   Jock Comloquoy; Alister Matheson; Alastair MacKintosh; Fiona MacKintosh 
 
Apologies: Catriona Meiklejohn; Alison Skidmore 
 
Donald MacLeod welcomed everyone to the meeting. A brief background was given to the extraordinary 
meeting held in November. Fiona reported that there had been no acknowledgement received on the letter 
sent and this had to be pursued.  An acknowledgement was received on Christmas Eve, and last week she had 
received a telephone call from Maurice McIntyre and Cllr Alister MacKinnon.  Maurice McIntyre had asked for a 
meeting to get a grasp on the issues, although he felt confident that he understood what the issues were.  On 
Monday 12 January, Fiona and Tony Innes met with Maurice McIntyre, Cllr Alister MacKinnon and Cllr Angela 
MacLean.   
 
During the meeting it was discussed how originally the community room was a separate entity to the school 
and that there was confusion on how this then became part of the area required for the school canteen.  It was 
also pointed out that when Highland Hi-Life were engaged to run the facility there was a failure to provide 
adequate cover for the whole day.  Maurice at that point had still to make contact with the head teacher and 
assured that he would do this as soon as possible and asked that the forum be assured that he was dealing with 
the issues raised in the letter.  He advised that following his discussion with the head teacher that the next 
steps would likely be meeting with all parties to discuss the way forward, he would do this soon.  He also 
advised that he was to move to a different role at the beginning of February.  Fiona had stated that with this in 
mind that if she had heard nothing further by Monday 26 January, she would contact him again.   
 
Taking on board this update, Donald asked those present what way did they wish to proceed?  It was asked by 
members present from the Parent Partnership if the forum saw any problems with security when the school 
was in session and members of the public accessing the Leanaig Centre?  The school was designed to allow it to 
be locked down to prevent the public accessing the school part.   It was pointed out that this does not actually 
happen, and that it had been known for people in the community part to wander out into the corridor which 
joins the school to the gym.  Jim Attwood suggested that perhaps we should be asking for a further facility to 
be added on the building, and what was the predictions were for the school role with the proposals for the new 
houses developments. 
 
The question on how bookings are manage was posed to Ian Goode, the reply to this being it was on a first 
come served basis.  Requests for booking are made via a booking form and the current operational times are 
from 6pm to 10pm.  Currently bookings are made by groups quarterly, this may change for uniformed 
organisations to every six months or annually.  Members present from the Parent Partnership pointed out that 
the door into the school needs to be kept locked during school times, and it had been noticed that this does 
not always happen with HLH staff. Ian had not been aware that this happened and will ensure that all HLH staff 
be made aware. There are more requests now coming forward for access to the community space during the 
day. 
 
The question was then posed how we progress from here? 
 
Fiona suggested that as Maurice McIntyre was given the date of 26 January to come back to the forum that we 
wait and see what is forthcoming. After a brief discussion it was agreed that the Forum write Maurice again 
and state that solutions are required by 26 January, and to point out that additional resources are required to 
permit the facility to be used during the day.  Fiona will contact Maurice McIntyre. 
 
AOCB 
 
Kitchen Cupboard Keys - during the school Christmas Fayre  a problem had arisen where the keys to access the 
kitchen cupboards were not available.  A suggestion was put forward for a set of keys to be cut and held in the 



community to allow access should HLH not be on site.  Ian was not sure if this was permissible and it was felt 
that if HLH were on site all day then this issue should not arise again.   Fiona also mentioned that when booking 
the facility if access to the community kitchen is required then this should be noted on the form.  Ian agreed 
with this. 
 
Community Equipment - it was felt that not all groups are aware of the equipment that is available for use 
such as the computers etc. 
 
Leanaig Centre - the name of the centre is not widely known in the community.  Fiona advised that signage has 
been promised for well over a year, and she is actively chasing this up with the Highland Council together with 
other outstanding issues. 
 
Wi-fi Access - Jim Attwood enquired if the laptops were set up to automatically connect to the wi-fi?  Ian 
advised they were.  Jim then asked if the password to connect could be made readily available to users of the 
centre to enable them use the internet on their own personal devices? This may be possible.  The cost of the 
service is currently paid for by the council but this may change in the future.  Ian pointed out that currently 
only four laptops can connect to the wi-fi at one time. Jim asked if he could be provided with the specs of the 
service, Ian will forward him some details. 
 
Lights - the question as why the lights are left on in the centre was posed, Ian said he had no idea why.  Lights 
were on during the Christmas closure, and at weekends, and it was also mentioned that at the infants end of 
the school there is always lights on.  This must have a considerable expense to the Highland Council. 
 
Conon Craic - in the next edition of Conon Craic information on HLH's timetable will be included together with 
information on what the centre can be booked for eg birthday parties etc. 
 
Winter Festival - letters have been sent out to groups for this and there will be a Ceilidh Dance held on 13 
February. 
 
 

Date of Next Meeting - Tuesday 3 February at 7.45pm. 

 

 


